
SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Council meeting held at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
on Monday 3rd February 2025 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:  
Councillors: Mr. P. Butterworth (Chair), Mr. G Mitchel, Mr I Martin (online)  
 
Also, in attendance 
J McLagan (Clerk to the Council), County Councillor L Brown, Jane Eickhoff 
 
1. Minute 4960 – To Receive Apologies for Absence, Cllr C Martin  
 
2. Minute 4961 – To confirm the minutes from the Shirenewton Community Council  
      meeting held 6th January 2025 as a true record. 
      The Minutes were approved by the Council.  

 
3. Minute 4962 – Public Participation – Jane Eickhoff, 

Discussed the path to school, in particular Ditch Hill Lane to school has some tarmac to board 
walk (across 2 fields) with one area that gets very muddy. There is a safety concern that children 
may slip or fall, or that families may use the road to avoid this muddy area. The area concerned is 
approximately 4 meters long, and it was proposed that an extension of the boardwalk would be 
the practical solution. The path is believed to be public footpath, and therefore managed by MCC. 
Jane asked what SCC could do? During discussions, Cllr Brown put forward that the path may be 
part of the Welsh government’s Active Travel remit. Jane also confirmed that works improving 
other paths on the school grounds had been completed.  
It was also noted that the path (on the other side of the school from the boardwalk path), by the 
ramp is very steep. The ramp is part of the public footpath which leads from opposite Weyloed 
Lane Mynyddbach to Tan House Court Shirenewton, it is steep but in a good state of repair. 
 
Clerk to contact/chase MCC regarding the public footpath muddy area, and Jane to contact the 
LA to see if they could help. It was noted that MCC has very little funding. It was also noted 
nothing could be done regarding the steep area.  

 
4. Minute 4963 – To Disclose personal and pecuniary interests. None Declared 
5. Minute 4964 – To Consider 3  Planning Matters 

 DM/2023/01198 Coombe Farm Re-consultation Planning - Erection of 2 additional poultry units  
and associated infrastructure on established poultry farm.     

Planning permission (at Appendix 1) was granted subject to conditions on 2nd October last year.  
At that time there had not been an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) but this was submitted 
by the applicant's advisers in January. In the light of the further information it provides, our County 
Councillor LB has requested re-consultation and reference back to the planning committee to 
obtain an independent view. Cllr LB has asked that all statutory consultees (which includes SCC) 
be reconsulted prior to consideration by the committee. Deferred to April 2025 

DM/2024/01473 - Well House Farm, Shirenewton to Wentwood Mill Road, Earlswood -       
proposed single storey side, and two storey rear extensions to existing detached dwelling, with 
various internal alterations to the property  

Well House Farm is a two storey house providing 4 bedrooms, kitchen, dining and snug. To the 
left-hand end there is a large brick store.  The proposal is to rebuild the store to provide for a 
kitchen/diner. The rear elevation of this will be extended across the rear of the house to meet up 
with a new 2 storey outward extension with a pitched roof, though this will not extend to the same 
degree as the existing 2 storey gable end on the right rear of the house. The new 2 storey 
extension and extended store enable a utility room and staircase to the upper storey. The existing 
front porch is to be moved to the right and remodelled as open sided to match a new porch to be 



built to enter the new kitchen.  The internal alterations sacrifice one of the bedrooms. 

No calculations are provided for the volume increase nor the larger footprint though neither 
appears to be nominal.  

The house is currently roofed in slate with rendered walls though the store is brick.  

There are no neighbour objections. MCC currently awaits clarification on drainage. There is a 
high-pressure gas pipeline in the road. No footpaths are shown within or adjacent to the property. 

Councilors may wish to take a view whether there is any significant impact on the landscape.  

Recommendation: No objection provided the external colouring walls and plastic goods 
match the existing - Resolved by unanimous vote.  

  DM/2023/01670  Sand gallop at Home Farm Stables near Shirenewton 

Councillors may recall that SCC objected to the above retrospective application a year ago 
questioning whether the site had lawful use as a business. MCC's Planning Officer has responded 
as follows : 

You responded to our consultation on the 10th January 2024 saying that your community 
council “objected to the gallop pending clarification whether the site and The Stables already 
has lawful business planning use, in the absence of which the application should be 
resubmitted for planning approval for change of use to that business.” After a lot of negotiating 
with regards to landscape and ecology we are now in a position to present the application to 
members of the delegation panel, this will be done in the next few weeks. I can confirm that 
Grace Harris Racing has been running an established business training racehorses on the 
site for more than 10 years. The function and financial viability of business was fully tested 
and independently reviewed as part of applications DC/2014/00667 and DM/2018/01378. The 
current application is looking at the merits of the sand gallop. 

There has been some delay as a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal was required and this needed 
clarification, and some amended landscaping plans were submitted. However, the application was 
granted consent on 23rd January 2025. As our query regarding business use has been resolved, it 
follows that there is no further comment for SCC to make. 

6. Minute 4965 – Finance: To approve a list of expenditure as detailed  
 

EXPENDITURE AND INVOICES – Feb 25  
 
Expenditure -  
Clerk’s salary/allowances              Jan 2024            £862.78 
Clerk’s Pension (Council & Clerk’s contribution)          Jan 2024            £334.88  
HMRC Employers NI Contribution            Jan 2024            £219.87 

 

Payments 

Payee Reason for 
expenditure 

Amount 
     £ 

Vat  £ Total Cheque 
No. 

C Martin Monthly Microsoft 365 
Feb 

       8.60 1.72 10.32 BACS 

C Martin Monthly Google 
storage Feb  

1.33 0.26 1.59 BACS 

Clerk  Clerks Expenses Jan 29.72  29.92 BACS 

Merlin Environmental 
Services Ltd 

Feb Collections – 
Invoice 1966 

124.8 24.96 149.76 BACS 



Chepstow Accountancy 
Services Ltd 

Inv Jan payroll Inv 2985 25.00  25.00 BACS 

Bank Charges HSBC  5.00  5.00 Deduction  

To fulfil Expenditure  Transfer       2000.00 Transfer 

 
Breakdown of Clerk’s expenses Jan 2025      
 
Mileage = 61.60 @ 45p = £27.72 (30.80 & 2) SCC meetings 
Park area and notice boards  
Purchases = 2.00 electric at meeting,   
Total = £29.72 
  
The above list of liabilities was approved by council.  
 

Items for Discussion:  
 

7. Minute 4966 - Earlswood Field Rental – Clerk to contact Licensees regarding Biodiversity 
report. 

8. Minute 4967 – Cllr Vacancy –   
The council were sad to hear that Cllr A Williamson has decided to step away from the position of 
Cllr for Earlswood, due to health reasons. The Council wish to thank him for his commitment to 
the council, all his work in general and especially his contribution to the Biodiversity policy, the 
hard path project and his help with the remote communication project. He will be much missed. 
The council wish Mr Wiliamson well and hope he recovers soon.  
Clerk to notify Democratic services of new vacancy for Earlswood.  

9. Minute 4968 - Defibrillators: Cllrs noted that Ben Allen has kindly taken over as coordinator. Ben 
has kindly confirmed he can be contacted via email ben.w.allen@outlook.com  

10. Minute 4969  Precept  : Precept demand submitted and acknowledged by MCC  
11. Minute 4970 Memorial Path: Agreed to a test treatment as per email.  
12. Minute 4971 - Footpath by Shirenewton School : As discussed above with Jane Eickhoff  
13. Minute 4972 – Clock update :Shared with Cllrs and taken as read.  
14. Minute 4973 Planning Matter – DM/2024/01538 SCC to meet separately to discuss Biodiversity 

response. Clerk to establish waste management on field. 
Minute 4974 Merlin Contract Signed for coming year for Dog bin emptying.  
 

15. Minute 4975 - COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT February 2025 
 
County Councillor Brown advised: 
 
Democratic Services Committee 13th January 2025 
 
The Committee covered proposed changes to the constitution, which subsequently have to be 
agreed in full council. It proposes to include the Planning Committee protocol within the constitution 
which will help to formalise procedures. The democratic services committee also covered a report by 
the independent remuneration panel for Wales draft report. Items on the agenda can be found at the 
following link : 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=142&MId=5861 
 
Cabinet on the 22nd January 2025 
The Cabinet considered the proposed draft revenue and capital budget for 2025/26, there was a 
report on members considering options for a new school improvement model and the development of 
supported accommodation in Abergavenny for care leavers. There is currently a public consultation 
on the budget as detailed below. The Cabinet reports can be found at the following link which provide 
more details of the proposed budget: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=6305 
 

Balances   
Bank Account £328.91 Savings account 
£59,899.46 
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County Council  on the 23rd January 2025 
 
The County Council on the above date included reports on the Council reduction scheme, Gwent 
Regional Area Plan and the Council Diary. In addition, there was a motion passed which Regrets that 
Monmouthshire, the lowest funded council in Wales, has again received from Welsh Government the 
lowest increase in funding of any council in Wales.  
There were various questions raised at this meeting including concerns about the naming of 
Monmouthshire in the Senedd elections next year and a question on an update on the High Beech 
roundabout.  WElTAG2 stage is now in process for the High Beech roundabout but no report on it yet. 
There are normally three WelTAG stages, so unfortunately progress is slow for much needed 
improvements to High Beech roundabout which is the responsibility of the Welsh Government, as is 
the trunk A48 road into Chepstow town centre. 
The link to the meeting can be found here: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5744 
 
Cabinet  Member Decision on the 29th January 2025  
 
This cover the precept regulations which indicated that the following schedule of payments is 
determined: (i) The Police Authority precept is paid from the Council Fund by twelve monthly equal 
instalments on the third Tuesday in each month. (ii) The Community Council precepts are paid by 
three equal instalments on the last working day in April, August and December in each year. The link 
to the report can be found here: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=147&MId=5729 
 
Garden Waste Collections. 
 
The Garden waste collection begins on the 3rd of March and runs fortnightly to the 5th of December 
2025, the day of collection varies according to where you live in Monmouthshire. You can now 
register online for this optional service which will cost £55 per bin. 
 
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/garden-
waste/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1pzQ_ivpWp6lIaOlzW_KQOY24rbNYYrHFKrA2DHHCikM
rWlPJJKFPrsfQ_aem_Y8JDgFzPlNL5bTQcmVuh9Q 
 
 Draft Budget Consultation  
 
The Draft Budget consultation will run from 9am on Thursday 23rd January until midnight on Saturday 
22nd February 2025. There are details on the MCC website where you can register for an online 
team’s session at 6pm on Thursday the 30th January, 10am on Thursday the 6th February and 6pm 
on Tuesday the 11th February. In addition, there are face to face meetings at Caldicot Hub 
Wednesday the 5th February 10am to 1pm, Chepstow Leisure Centre Wednesday 5th February 3 -
6pm, Monmouth Leisure Centre Friday 7th February 2025 3-6pm, Abergavenny Hub Wednesday the 
12th February 10am -1pm and the Usk Hub Wednesday the 12th February 2pm-5pm. Please see my 
X account at Louise Brown@ClouiseBrown82 where I have reposted. 
The link to this consultation with more details on the proposed draft budget can be found here: 
https://www.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk 
 
The Labour administration has proposed a council tax increase of 7.8 percent and set out cuts and 
changes to services totalling £5.1 million which still leaves it short by £2.8 million of achieving the 
£8m savings needed to produce the legally required balanced budget. Monmouthshire’s allocation 
under the local government revenue support grant only increased by 2.6% (or 2.8% when separate 
grants are included) way below the average 4.3 percent. It is hoped that the Welsh Government will 
provide more funding through a funding floor, but it is not expected that any such floor will fund the 
remaining budget gap of £2.86 million. It is said that all services the council currently provides will still 
be provided from April such as Leisure centres, libraries and waste collections. It is making changes 
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such as reducing opening hours of community hubs which will also mean libraries opening hours 
reduce.  
There is concern In Monmouth that the library may be moved to Shire Hall with less space and plenty 
of stairs. There is an increase in the fees for those who obtain a concessionary place on a school 
bus. How the proposals will impact community hubs/libraries will become more apparent when the 
budget proposals are scrutinised at the meetings in February. The first meeting being the Place 
Scrutiny Committee on the 6th February 2025. 
 
Place Committee on the 6th February 2025 
 
The Place Scrutiny Committee includes the draft budget consultation slides which provides more 
information on the budget proposals. 
The link to the meeting can be found here: 
 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=5830 
 
Clerks Report  

Clerk submitted a full report of duties completed and tasks in progress.  

Report was taken as read.  

16. Minute 4976 – Police report  - No report received this month .  
 

17. Minute 4977 - Meetings attended – Cllr Butterworth and Cllr Brown both attended the Welsh 
water meeting but were disappointed there had been no progression to improve the current 
Sewage issues. Cllr Brown will be meeting on site with WW on the 6th Feb 2025.  

Cllr Butterworth reported he had also attended the Rec association meeting and took the minutes     
previously shared, as read. 

18. Minute 4978 – Correspondence as circulated. Report was taken as read.   

19. Minute 4979 - Any Other Business – None 

20. Minute 4980 – Cllrs agreed the date of the next meeting as Monday 3rd March 2025 at 
7:00pm by public meeting in Shirenewton Recreation Hall or remotely. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 8.35pm.                                       
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