
SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

 Minutes of the Council meeting held at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
on Monday 7th Oct at 7.00pm 

 
Present:  
Councillors: Mr. P. Butterworth (Chair), Mr I Martin, Mr G Mitchel. 
 
Also in attendance: 
J McLagan (Clerk to the Council), County Councillor Louise Brown, Mike Wells, Mr 
Wells Senior, Geraint John. 
 

 
1. Minute 4881 – To Receive Apologies for Absence Cllr Keith Dunn, Cllr C Martin 

 
2. Minute 4882 – To confirm the minutes from the Shirenewton Community Council  

meeting held on 2nd Sept 2024 as a true record. 
The Minutes were approved by the Council.  
 

3. Minute 4883 – Public Participation, Geraint John – Planning consultant speaking 
regarding planning application DC/2018/00128 – Appeal & DM/2024/00985 
 
Speech to the Committee (on behalf of Mike Wells)  
  
Thank you, Councillors, for allowing me to speak to you this evening. 
Planning policy is black and white but in determining an application decision must also take into 
account all material considerations. I consider this the colour. The colour is where real life and events 
come into the picture.  
  
My wife and I bought this property with a view of spending the rest of our lives here and raising our 
sons who are now 4 and 1. We invested all our money and based our entire future on it. Unfortunately, 
a collapse whilst rehabilitating turned our world upside down. 
  
I see the material considerations that counterbalance the black and white planning policy position as: 
  
A dwelling has stood in the spot from likely 1800 to 2022 - that’s over 200 years. I appreciate that in 
1975 an application to replace the house with a bungalow was granted. The 2018 permission which we 
implemented reinstated that long standing use. As such, over 80% of the buildings life it’s been 
dwelling, and the last use was that of a residential dwelling. This is all material. 
  
The building were renovating and are reinstating will visually recreate the building that has occupied the 
site for over 200 years, preserving the long standing appearance of the area that has existed over that 
time, and hopefully for a further 200 years. This again is material. 
  
The building which forms this application will be powered and heated via sustainable methods, it will be 
highly insulated and airtight. The wider landscape will be entered into a management plan to secure 
and enhance the natural surroundings to the dwelling and the significance of the site. This is a material 
consideration – not least as this was not a part of the 2018 planning permission. This is a betterment as 
such. 
  
Again, thank you for allowing me to speak to you this evening. I hope that you can support my 
application. 
  
Thanks                    

 
4. Minute 4884 – To Disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed 

below.      None declared    
 

5. Minute 4885 – To consider 3 planning matters: -  
 



DM/2024/01098 – First Floor Extension – Grove View, Bully Hole Road, Earlswood  

Grove View is a small 1 ½ storey bungalow of (relatively) modern design comprising lounge, dining 
room, kitchen, and 2 bedrooms (one downstairs and one in the loft) located just off the Bulley Hole 
Bottom road below the Usk B road.   

The application is for a substantial enlargement of the loft to provide 3 bedrooms, bathroom and en 
suite which requires front and rear dormers to the right-hand side of the bungalow and reconstructing 
the left hand end as a gable front and back, the roof line of which appears to be slightly higher than 
the current roof ridge.  The footprint appears to be unchanged (no depth or length measurements are 
given) but the total floor area is stated as currently 85 sqm increasing by 77sqm to 162 sqm.  

Councillors may wish to recall that the criteria of MCC Planning Policy H6 is that an extension to any 
rural dwelling has to be modest, respect or enhance the appearance of the existing building and be 
subordinate to the existing building, ‘modest’ being normally interpreted as an increase in the overall 
volume of 30% over the size of the existing dwelling. A larger volume will not normally be allowed 
unless it can be clearly shown either that there will be no harmful intrusive impact in the landscape 
through the increased size of the dwelling or that there is an enhancement in the appearance of the 
existing dwelling, subject, in any event, to the increase in volume being no more than 50%.  

MCC's Landscape Officer considers the proposed extension is relatively modest and will enhance the 
appearance the existing dwelling as the existing dwelling is not of a traditional nature in terms of 
being a rural cottage. 

The building will have rendered walls and slate roof (no colours specified) with grey UPVC windows, 
doors, fascia and rainwater goods. The application specifies new tree planting, hedgerow planting to 
the northern boundary, reinstatement of parking and lawns and new patio areas. 

The council unanimously voted for no objection but SCC requests conditions as to muting of 
the colour finishes to blend in with the landscape.  

DM/2024/00921 - Little Bushes Farm, Earlswood, Shirenewton, Updated Plan in response to 
SCC comments on conversion of existing storage outbuilding to create gym / home office 
ancillary to existing dwelling 
 
Councillors will recall the recent application for conversion of a storage barn to residential use as a 
gym and office. SCC objected for want of detail on measurements, materials and colour finishes.   
 
An updated plan has been submitted, essentially the same as before but with limited additional 
information. The natural stone walls are to remain, with vertical timber cladding on the front but still 
no colour has been specified. The roof is to consist of corrugated roof sheets in brown, but the two 
Velux windows are still missing. Windows and doors are uPVC/ aluminium with anthracite frames, 
and rainwater goods in black uPVC. Building width and length measurements have been added as 
7.385 x 10.88 sqm (just over our estimate).   
 
SCC unanimously voted to object to this application as the updated drawing does not specify the 
location of the Velux windows nor the colour finish of the timber cladding but considers that these 
could be covered by a condition that the colour finish of the cladding be muted.  As previously, SCC 
would also request conditions as to restrict the barn to use with the bungalow as a single-family unit 
and to remove the general consent for extensions improvements and additional outbuildings without 
further planning consent.   
 
 
DM/2024/01146 Modification of condition no. 10 (replace parking arrangement drawing) of 
consent DM/2022/00263 Rhewl Cottage, Rhewl Farm, Shirenewton  
 



The property lies on the road from Shirenewton passed Rhewl Farm and consists of a detached 
house and separate garage block. The 2022 consent related to an application for the extension and 
change of use of existing garage into dog day care facility, along with the change of use of field to 
dog walking paddock.   
Consent was granted subject to conditions including: 
8 The dog day care element of the proposal hereby approved is limited to a maximum of 6 dogs at a 
time. Reason: In the interests of Highway Safety and Residential Amenity  
9 The use hereby approved shall not operate outside of 8am - 6pm daily. Reason: In the interests of 
residential amenity.  
10 Prior to beneficial use of the use hereby approved, the parking and turning provision as shown on 
approved plan 1535-7 must be provided and maintained in perpetuity  
 
That plan showed 8 parking spaces, allowing 2 for the house and 6 for the business.  
 
MCC's Highway Authority had commented on the original application that it is satisfied that the 
application site is limited to a maximum of 6 dogs per day therefore the proposed car parking and 
turning layout proposed is sufficient for both domestic and business elements of the site and 
therefore is unlikely to impact on the adjacent public highway.  
 
The applicant seeks to amend the approved design to create a more balanced and sympathetic 
layout for the parking and driveway arrangement, considering both the residential and business use 
of the property.   
 
The applicant's Design Statement asserts as follows : 
The current approved design, which includes 8 parking spaces in a utilitarian configuration, has a 
commercial feel that detracts from the rural character of the property and its surroundings. The 
residential dwelling itself only requires 3 parking spaces. The dog care facility, which accommodates 
a maximum of 6 dogs at any one time, operates under a carefully managed drop-off schedule, 
ensuring that clients arrive at staggered times to prevent multiple dogs arriving simultaneously. This 
drop off process typically takes only a few minutes per client, meaning that any vehicles are parked 
for short periods. If two clients arrive at the same time, the business is flexible enough to 
accommodate them parking in tandem, 2 which is not an issue due to the familiarity between the 
family-run business and its regular clients. The proposed design now includes 3 parking spaces for 
the residential dwelling and 2 designated spaces for clients, with a 6m x 6m turning area that can be 
used as emergency parking in rare cases. This layout maintains the rural character of the property 
while still effectively servicing the dog care business. 
 
The council unanimously voted for no objection  
 

6. Minute 4886 – Finance: To approve a list of expenditure as detailed  
 

EXPENDITURE AND INVOICES – Oct 24 
 
Expenditure -  
Clerk’s salary/allowances      Sept  2024             £845.63 
Clerk’s Pension (Council 25% & Clerk’s contribution)  Sept  2024             £301.54 
HMRC Employers NI Contribution    Sept  2024   £209.63 

 

Payments 

Payee Reason for expenditure Amount 
     £ 

Vat  £ Total Cheque 
No. 

C Martin Monthly Microsoft 365             8.60 1.72 10.32 BACS 

C Martin Monthly Google storage 1.33 0.26 1.59 BACS 

Clerk  Clerks Expenses Sept  44.33  44.33 BACS 

Merlin Environmental 
Services Ltd 

Oct Collections – Invoice  124.8    24.96 149.76 BACS 



Chepstow Accountancy 
Services Ltd 

Inv Sept payroll Clerk Inv  25.00  25.00 BACS 

SLCC ILCA 50% share for clerk training  72.00  72.00 BACS 

Bank Charges Lloyds   7.50  7.50 Deduction 

Bank Charges HSBC  5.00  5.00 Deduction  

To fulfil Expenditure  Transfer       1670.00  Transfer 

Breakdown of Clerk’s expenses Sept 2024        
 
Mileage = 98.5 @ 45p =  £35.46 (39.4 x 2 miles & 19.7,SCC meeting & Back up data,& noticeboards) 
Purchases = 0 
Total = £44.33     
 

 
The above list of liabilities were approved by council.  
 

Items for Discussion:  
 

7. Minute 4887- OVW Note 6 – Recommends council have reserves budget and a Policy. Clerk to 
forward sample policy to Chair and Cllr Martin.   

8. Minute 4888 Playground Maintenance – Report that rear gate is in poor state. This is a safety 
issue as the Gate is used by trades. Clerk to measure and seek various quotes for plastic, wood 
and metal.  

9. Minute 4889 – Earlswood Field rental – Welcomed current offer for field rental, however Cllrs 
wanted to compare costs, Clerk to speak to previous applicant and progress planning application 
for future use of Equestrian.  

9. Minute 4890 – Memorial Clock – no further update 
10. Minute 4891  - Cllr Vacancy – Notice now received and uploaded to website. 
11. Minute 4892 – Planter – No invoice received, or contact made, clerk to chase  
12. Minute 4893 - Wreaths and memorial path – Clerk to order wreaths and book memorial path 

clean and clear ready for Remembrance Sunday  
 

13. Minute 4894 - County Report – County Councillor L Brown advised:   
 
Home to school transport- Special People Committee on the 19th of September and Cabinet on 
the 25th of September 2024 
 
This was called in due to concerns about the consultation being over the Summer and discussed at 
the Special People Committee meeting on the 19th of September and referred to Cabinet. However, 
Cabinet on the 25th of September reconfirmed the main changes so that Primary school transport 
which would change to the statutory limits from 1.5 miles to 2 miles and Secondary from 2 miles to 3 
miles distance from the school. This will impact the school years 25/26. However, the Council still 
need to assess the available walking route. 
The link to the meetings can be found here: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=6176 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=6048 
 
County Council on the 19th of September 2024 
The County Council on the 19th of September considered various reports on the Governance and 
Annual Monitoring report, self-assessment and people in care, together with various questions. The 
link to the meeting can be found here: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5741 
 
Place Committee on the 10th of October 2024-RLDP Deposit Stage 
The agenda for this meeting covers the RLDP deposit stage of the plan. It covers both the strategic 
sites and other sites in rural areas including villages. The strategic sites include the change in relation 

Balances  
Bank Account £875.02 Savings account £57354.09 interest £90.02 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D304%26MId%3D6176&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C89bac2bf8f05421dc61f08dce3aa9ea7%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638635569150209771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vhg4zwbF1eYa3YwSkOI1K2uqcXUKHIdW%2FtvXcNwkP0M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D144%26MId%3D6048&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C89bac2bf8f05421dc61f08dce3aa9ea7%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638635569150250413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EMo6hIcwiyd8uijPVukdWiwlmcL%2FuKnL9Muabnsd5Sg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5741&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C89bac2bf8f05421dc61f08dce3aa9ea7%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638635569150271979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=if7Q603LFXAFvmk09k2KmsX8NJQNzCWaGihuxjYMWIY%3D&reserved=0


to the previous proposals of 145 houses at Bayfield Chepstow and instead places this housing at the 
Mounton Road site next to the High Beech roundabout. This Monton Road site is also expected to 
include a hotel and residential care home. There are also proposed significant house building at 
Caldicot East/ North Portskewett, all of which will further exacerbate the traffic congestion issues.  
There is a site being proposed for 26 houses  in Shirenewton for Land West of Red Landes which is  
on the Earlswood Road past the village boundary on the opposite side of the road to the recreation 
hall.  
The 6-week  public consultation on the  deposit stage of the RLDP proposals is expected to follow 
the County Council meeting on the 24th of October to cover the period from the 4th of November to 
the 16th of December. 
The link to the meeting  and documents can be found here: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=5827 
 
 
Multi-agency meetings 
The multiagency meeting on the accident prone B4235 with the Police, Go Safe , highways and the 
County  councillor and community councillor have been postponed until the end of October 2024 due 
to the Inspector being unavailable for the original meeting of the  1st of October.  
We understand that there have been further accidents including one between the Carpenters Arms 

and Pandy Mill and one near the Huntsman junction. 
 

We are waiting for a date from Welsh Water for the next multiagency meeting with Welsh Water, EH 

and County Councillor and community councillors. 
 

Clerks Report  

Clerk submitted a full report of duties completed and tasks in progress.  

Report was taken as read.   

 
14) Minute 4895 – Police report The crime rates for Shirenewton in September 2024 are nine 

recorded incidents. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The table above shows the top nine  crime categories. 

 

14. Minute 4896 - Meetings attended Cllr Brown requested SCC attendance on the Multi-agency 
meeting which discusses road safety. Cllr Mitchell offered to attend online. Cllr Butterworth 
confirmed attendance at the Recreation Hall meeting, no minutes available at present. Field and 
building project is ongoing.  

15. Minute 4897 – Correspondence as circulated. Report was taken as read.  

16. Minute 4898 -  Any Other Business – Discussed preparing Budgets. 

a) Cllr Butterworth – No issues reported.  

b) Cllr Mitchell  – No issues reported 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D303%26MId%3D5827&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C89bac2bf8f05421dc61f08dce3aa9ea7%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638635569150290843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lC0gAJRRJS6xwoEAI6laNPjuZhG5kB4rfaWF%2Fimu1uc%3D&reserved=0


c) Cllr I Martin  – No issues reported 

17. Minute 4899 – Cllrs agreed the date of the next meeting as Monday 4th November 2024 at 
7:00pm by public meeting in Shirenewton Recreation Hall or remotely. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 9.15pm.                                       


