
SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Draft Minutes of the Council meeting held at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
on Monday 5th August at 7:00pm 

 
Present:  
Councillors: Mr. P. Butterworth (Chair), Mrs. C Martin, Mr I Martin, Cllr Keith Dunn, Cllr G Mitchel. 
 
Also in attendance: 
J McLagan (Clerk to the Council),  

 
1. Minute 4843 – To Receive Apologies for Absence County Councillor Louise Brown. 

 
2. Minute 4844 – To confirm the minutes from the Shirenewton Community Council  

meeting held on 1st July 2024 as a true record. 
The Minutes were approved by the Council.  
 

3. Minute 4845 – Public Participation none  
 

4. Minute 4846 –  To Disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed 
below.         None declared                                                                                                                                
 

5. Minute 4847 – To consider planning matters - none received 
 

6. Minute 4848 – Finance:  
 

EXPENDITURE AND INVOICES – Aug 2024 
 

a) To approve a list of expenditure as detailed  
 

EXPENDITURE AND INVOICES – Aug 2024 
 
Expenditure -  
Clerk’s salary/allowances                  July 2024             £845.63 
Clerk’s Pension (Council 25% & Clerk’s contribution)              July 2024             £301.54 
HMRC Employers NI Contribution                July 2024  £209.63 

 

Payments 

Payee Reason for expenditure Amount 
£ 

Vat  
£ 

Total Cheque 
No. 

C Martin Monthly Google storage 1.33 0.26 £1.59 BACS 

C Martin Monthly Microsoft 365                
8.60 

1.72 £10.32 BACS 

C Martin Monthly Google storage 1.33 0.26 £1.59 BACS 

Clerk  Clerks Expenses July 43.10  43.10 BACS 

Merlin Environmental 
Services Ltd 

Aug Collections – Invoice  124.8    
24.96 

149.76 BACS 

Chepstow Accountancy 
Services Ltd 

Inv July payroll Clerk Inv  
 

25.00  £25.00 BACS 

Bank Charges Lloyds   7.50  7.50 BACS 

Bank Charges HSBC  5.00  5.00 Deduction  

To fulfil Expenditure  Transfer     1600.00  1600.00 Deduction  

 
 
 



Breakdown of Clerk’s expenses July 2024        
Mileage = 58.60 @ 45p =  £26.37 (39.4 x 1 & 19.2 miles (2 visits) SCC meeting & Noticeboards & 
park inspection.)  
Purchases = 16.73 Ink and paper  
Total = £43.10 
 
Balances confirmed:  
Bank Account £1,014.91  Savings account  £48,705.80 , received £1,011.58 VAT refund  
 
List of liabilities approved.  
 

Items for Discussion:  
 

7. Minute 4849– Church Clock update: Cllrs discussed all options and noted that less than 1% of 
the community had expressed an opinion. Separate statement to be issued shortly.  

8. Minute 4850 -  . A Member of the community reported Steps leading to Shirenewton Recreation 
Field require works, these steps are part of the promoted walking area for schools and managed 
by MCC . Clerk to report to MCC 

9. Minute 4851 - Cllr Vacancy, Absence.  Cllr Ian Martin resigned his seat for Mynyddbach for 
reasons explained and applied for the seat of Earlswood. Cllrs voted unanimously to Co Opt Cllr I 
Martin for the ward of Earlswood.   Clerk to notify Democratic services of vacancy for 
Mynyddbach.  

10. Minute 4852 – Earlswood field rental update – Cllr Mitchell reported he had been unable to find 
a farmer to mow bale and remove free of cost. Cllrs to relook at lease and price for rent, plus 
broader advertising, parish magazines in the locality, and notice boards. Clerk to action   

11. Minute 4853 – Parking at Mynyddbach Common land – Discussed recent communication 
regarding parking on the common. It was noted to request -  ‘Please park with consideration to 
your environment and your neighbours’ to anyone in the local area, by putting out local notices, 
information. Clerk to Action  

12. Minute 4854 – Crick Planter – It has been reported the planter needs replacement, Cllrs agreed 
to contact Mr Orell to see if he would make an additional one for the village, and to remind him to  
invoice for the original one. Deferred. 

13. Minute 4855 – Donations & Grants . The council considered 6 requests for grants (noting higher 
levels of grants had been received this year) confirmation of amounts to be paid is as follows:-  
 

         SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Grant applications:   2024/2025   (Closing date 24.6.24)                 (£2,280 available) 
Organisation Amount Project total  Project details Amount  £ 
 

Requested 
  

Granted  
Shirenewton WI £56.00 £56.00 Purchase screen for talks, happy 

to share with village groups (100%) 
£56.00 

Shirenewton 
Church 

£1,100.00 £3,200.00 Maintenance of churchyard and 
grounds (33%) 

£1,000.00 

Shirenewton 
Church 

£80.00 £80.00 Purchase of Christmas Tree and 
carols around tree (100%) 

£80.00 

Shirenewton 
Recreation 
Association 

£500.00 £5,544.00 Roof repairs  (9.25% approx.) 
Quote supplied  

£250.00 

ShAMBLE £100.00 £271.00 Printing of promotional materials, 
posters and maps  (37%) 

£100.00 

Earlswood & 
Newchurch War 
Memorial Hall 

£500.00 £5,088.00 To update and make safe electrics 
on the stage area (10%) quote 
supplied 

£300.00 

     

  £2,336 £14,239 
 

£1,786.00 



 
14. Minute 4856 - County Report – County Councillor L Brown advised: 

 
County Council 18th of July 2024 
 
The County Council meeting considered the medium-term financial strategy, the appointment of an 
Older People’s Champion and the Chief Officer report for children and young people. The medium-
term financial strategy shows a base rate budget shortfall of £34.7 m.  There were various motions 
and questions put forward. The reports can be found at the following link: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5740 
 
People Scrutiny Committee on the 23rd of July 2024 
 
The above meeting considered the Care Inspectorate Wales inspection and the Home to School 
transport Policy. The reports and the meeting itself can be watched here. 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=5816 
 
Special Place Scrutiny Committee on the 24th of July 2024 
 
The Committee considered the findings of a public consultation and site investigation surveys on the 
suitability of three pieces of Council owned land - Langley Close, Magor; Bradbury Farm, Crick and 
Oakgrove, Portskewett (see Appendix 1) for possible development as Gypsy and Traveller sites and 
inclusion in the Council’s Deposit Replacement Local Development plan.  
The reports and the meeting itself can be watched here: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=6044 
 
Home to School Transport Consultation 
 
The Home to School transport consultation runs until mid-day on the 23rd of August 2024. The 
consultation should have been sent to parents of school children. It is consulting on 3 options. 
 
The Options  
 
Option 1 The reversion to the statutory distance of 2 miles for statutory aged primary learners 
attending their nearest suitable or catchment school. If this option is agreed, the council will stop 
providing free home to school transport for learners attending primary school who have an available 
walking route and live less than 2 miles from their nearest suitable or catchment school. This will 
apply to those who currently receive free transport and any future applicants.  
 
Option 2 The reversion to the statutory distance of 3 miles for statutory aged secondary learners 
attending their nearest suitable or catchment school. If this option is agreed, the council will stop 
providing free home to school transport for learners aged 11 – 16 who have an available walking 
route and live less than 3 miles from their nearest suitable or catchment school. This will apply to 
those who currently receive free transport and any future applicants.  
 
Option 3 Where the council are unable to secure an affordable external operator, or if it is the best 
financial option, parents / guardians will be offered a personal transport budget to transport their 
children to and from school. This option will apply to all learners, including ALN learners.  
 
If you have questions about the Home to School consultation, you can attend a drop-in 
session to speak to officers. 
Drop-in sessions: 

• Thursday 1st August 9.30 – 12pm Mayor Parlour, Abergavenny Town Hall 

• Thursday  1st August 2pm – 4.30pm Usk Community Hub 

• Monday 5th August 2pm – 4.30pm Monmouth Community Hub 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5740&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5ee966e25d8e4d17d93f08dcb0a6bddc%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638579477396168327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MUl94R9yYv2HgUFXm2XvX0SM6IlAZGr%2Fc9NwF2w9qnA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D304%26MId%3D5816&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5ee966e25d8e4d17d93f08dcb0a6bddc%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638579477396181398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qz%2B4%2Fe6JSKZfHFMZMgaMUvzWsQo4mazGHt%2FQ5%2BR82NA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D303%26MId%3D6044&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5ee966e25d8e4d17d93f08dcb0a6bddc%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638579477396191071%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DDIdjXdbXNqj4GCb%2FyGci8MTb%2F5M28h1nvYaVdnhGKo%3D&reserved=0


• Thursday 8th August 9.30 – 12pm Chepstow Community Hub 

• Thursday 8th August 2pm – 4.30pm Caldicot Community Hub 

The feedback from the consultation will be presented to Cabinet on 11th September to 
determine if any of the options will be adopted for the 25-26 policy.  
 
The consultation was discussed at the People Committee on the 23rd of July 2024 and the link for the 
consultation itself, can be found here: 
 
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/home-to-school-transport-consultation-2/ 
 

Clerks Report  

     Clerk submitted a full report of duties completed and on-going tasks in progress.  

Report was taken and discussed.  

Clerk requested to action Training at a cost of £60 plus VAT less any OVW grants. This was       

approved. 

15. Minute 4857 – Police report for June received  “The crime rates for Shirenewton in June 2024 
are 4 recorded incidents” 

. 

16. Minute 4858 - Meetings attended. Cllr Butterworth attended the Recreational Hall meeting. 
Minutes were circulated and taken as read.  

17. Minute 4859 – Correspondence as circulated. Report was taken as read.  

18. Minute 4860 -  Any Other Business 

a) All Cllrs expressed concerns over Minute 4856 – Travel to School consultation, highlighting 
it could affect families within the area, especially those with more than 1 child.  

Advising families to have their say & complete the survey before the closing date of 23rd 
August. 

            MCC plan to implement any changes from September 2025.  

b) Cllr Butterworth – Pleased to confirm the drainage for the Trampoline in the children’s play 
area has been completed by MCC. No issues reported.  

c) Cllr Mitchell  – No issues reported 

d) Cllr I Martin  – No issues reported 

e) Cllr C Martin – No issues reported 

f) Cllr Dunn – Expressed concern over Tan House, little had been done. Expressed safety 
concerns regarding the overgrown area by the bus stop frequently used by children, & 
highlighting it is dangerous in its current state and MCC need to prioritise action.  

19. Minute 4861 – Cllrs agreed the date of the next meeting as Monday 2nd September 2024 at 
7:00pm by public meeting in Shirenewton Recreation Hall or remotely. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 8:30pm.                                       

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fhome-to-school-transport-consultation-2%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C153af0caf8354263901a08dcb0aa29dd%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C638579492093194378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BsMwnphIpOCQjjusMTyAL%2FneFHR4jparoxQPn4TUmVA%3D&reserved=0

