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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the remote Council meeting held on Monday 7th February 2022 at 7.00 pm  
 
Present:  
Councillors:   Mr. P. Butterworth (Chair), Mrs. L. Brown, Mr. K. Dunn, Mr. I. Martin,                  
Mr. A. Williamson, Mrs. J. McKenna. 
  
Also in attendance: 
Mrs. N. Jones (Clerk to the Council). 
Rachel Carter Local Places for Nature Officer  
 
The Chair welcomed all to the virtual meeting and thanked them for their attendance. 
 
1. Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  
Mrs. H. Adams 
 
2.  Minute 4279 - To approve the minutes of the virtual meeting held on 10th January 
2022 as a true record. 
The minutes were approved as a true record. 
 

 3.  Minute 4280 - Rachel Carter welcomed to the meeting and introductions made. 
 The Council noted a presentation made from Rachel Carter on “Local Places for Nature for  
 Community and Town Councils”. The objective of the program which is funded by Welsh 

Government, is to restore and enhance nature where people live, work and access public 
services. There is a focus on areas of deprivation, urban, peri-urban areas, places/people 
with little or no access to nature and focuses on projects that fit in with the First Minister’s 
commitment to ‘modest measures….things that make an impact locally’. 

 The different funding schemes and application processes were noted and examples of 
different project ideas. Specific reference was made to the Shirenewton Hard Path Project 
being potentially appropriate for an application under the Community Woodlands Scheme 
which does not include deprivation in its eligibility criteria. 

 
 The Council also noted Pethau Bychain the One Voice Wales Nature Forum and Green 

Network for Town and Community Councils that Councillor Williamson attends. This forum 
meets to discuss environmental issues, policies and funding, and to share best practice and 
ideas. 
 
4. Minute 4281 - To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business 
listed below. 
County Councillor L. Brown - Agenda Item 5, Planning Matters - member of Monmouthshire 
County Council’s Planning Committee.  
 
5.  Minute 4282 – To consider planning matters. 
 
5.1) Reconsultation - DM/2021/01573 Oakfield, Usk Road, Earlswood 
The council noted an application for a two storey side and end extension 
Recommendation: No Objection subject to the delivery of a bat report and implementation of 
its recommendations. 
 
5.2) DM/2022/00089  Azalea Cottage, Old School Hill, Mynnyddbach 
The council noted an application for the erection of a new detached dwelling. 
Recommendation: No Objection with the condition of removing permitted development 
rights. 
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5.3) DM/2022/00045 Sunrise, Red House Road, Earlswood 
The council noted an application for the demolition of an existing conservatory and 
replacement with single storey side extension. 
Recommendation: Objection due to being unsympathetic to the character of the existing 
building or to the landscape. 
 
5.4) DM/2021/02094 Fost, Argoed Road, Earlswood 
The council noted an application for a single storey side extension. 
Recommendation: Recommendation: No Objection. 
   

6. Minute 4283 – To approve the rent review on 2022/23 Annual Agreement for the 
Earlswood field. 
The Council approved the annual rent to increase from £310.00 to £320.00 from 1 May 
2022.  Clerk to contact the current tenant to advise on the increase and confirm if they intend 
to continue to rent the field. 
 
7.  Minute 4284 – Requested Playground Layout changes by MCC 
The Council were advised that Councillor Butterworth and the Clerk confirmed in a meeting 
with J. Wassal from MCC on 1st February 2022, that the new swing unit should replace the 
old red frame swing unit. J. Wassal agreed to confirm in writing that this would fit, thereby 
not necessitating any further layout changes, except moving the bench seat closer to the 
hedge. The Council also noted, that an installation date needed to be confirmed due to a 
backlog of work. 
 
8.  Minute 4285 – Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
The Council agreed to hold a separate breakout meeting and/or form a sub-committee to 
plan the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration Event(s).  The Clerk agreed to collate 
Councillor availability for this meeting as soon as possible.  
 
9. Minute 4286 – Finance –  
 
9.1) To approve a list of Expenditure 
 
Expenditure (by Standing Order) 

 
Clerk’s salary/allowances -       January 2022             £775.35 
Clerk’s Pension (Council & Clerk’s contribution)   January 2022             £195.26 
Clerk’s NI (Council & Clerk’s contribution)   Januaary 2022  £15.22 
   
Payments 
 

Payee Reason for expenditure Amount 
£ 
 

Vat  £ Total Cheque 
No. 

Merlin Waste 
Invoice: 4835 

Bin emptying – January 
2022 

83.42 16.68 100.10 101684 

One Voice Wales 
Invoice Number: 
6009 

Code of Conduct Module 9 
Local Government Finance 
- Module 6 

  60.00 101685 

Mrs N Jones Expenses – January 2022   37.47 101686 

Broadband By 
Radio 
Invoice No: 2448 

Hybrid Meeting Equipment 
– TV, Mount, Laptop, 
webcam, Mic/speaker, USB 
cable 

  1428.9
8 

BACS 
transfer 

SLCC  Practitioners Conference 
Invoice No. BK204908-1 

37.50 7.50 45.00 101687 
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The Council resolved to make all payments as listed. 
 
The Council also noted, in relation to Merlin Waste, that a bin audit is needed to inform what 
replacement bin is required to replace a current post mounted bin without a lid.  Clerk to add 
to March meeting agenda. 
It was also noted that the community can use a litter bin with a pink paw print on for dog 
waste.  
 
9.2) To note the Internal Auditor’s Statement of Accounts to November 2021. 
Council noted that Mr. P, Brabon wrote to the Council in a letter dated 17 December 2021, 
confirming he had examined the accounts 1 April – 30 November 2021. 
 
10. Minute 4287 – To note the monthly police report. 
Police report noted as read. 
 
11. Minute 4288 - To receive reports from County Councillor and Clerk. 

 

11.1) COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT – FEBRUARY 2022 

 

County Councillor Brown advised: 
 

20MPH SPEED LIMIT IN SHIRENEWTON AND MYNYDDBACH 

As reported in the County Councillor report for last month, the MCC press release indicated 

that the 21 day consultation for the traffic order for the speed limit would commence in early 

February 2022. The consultation ends on the 23rd of February. 

 

The link below shows the amendment order 2 which covers Shirenewton and Mynyddbach 

with the street maps: 

 

https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/amendment-order-no-2-2022/ 

 

The link below is where comments can be made for consideration by highways: 

 

https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/public-consultation-traffic/ 

 

Cabinet on the 19th of January 2022 

The Cabinet report shows the draft revenue budget proposals for 2022/23 with some of the 

following notes: 

 

“..That Cabinet recognises unavoidable service pressures of some £10.41 million and further 

pay pressures of £4.96 million that need to be provided for within the 2022/23 budget. 

  

That Cabinet confirms its intention fund pay related pressures insofar as they impact schools 

and up to a threshold of a 3% pay award, and to accommodate significant demand pressures 

caused, in particular by increasing numbers of looked after children and pupils with additional 

learning needs. 

  

That Cabinet proposes a Council Tax rise of 3.95% for modelling purposes for financial year 

2022/23 and over the medium term 

  

That Cabinet acknowledges the financial risks and uncertainties that remain and that unless 

mitigated through other means will result in further budget pressures needing to be managed. 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Famendment-order-no-2-2022%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C60c58ffa7735411c8d7a08d9e73751e4%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C1%7C637795047040431381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=WuFlItos%2Fnr%2BhPTTRhyv9W%2B34%2F6ZdJr5HN5HsgalP9c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fpublic-consultation-traffic%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C53afac0abd0a41a617d208d9e7376f0f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C1%7C637795047530356766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=JHjh4%2FWBePd5vYOZHIxp4qCLDE1uqkPwxBB9gSOG8sU%3D&reserved=0
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That Cabinet recognises that whilst the draft budget proposals are presenting a balanced budget 

this includes a one-off contribution of £863k from the Council’s limited general reserve 

(Council Fund). Efforts are to continue to mitigate as much as possible the level of reserve 

contribution supporting the budget proposals for 2022/23..” 

 

Whilst an above average settlement was welcomed from the Welsh Government, 

Monmouthshire still receives the lowest contribution of £1,176 per head of population, 

compared to the average of £1,611  from the Welsh Government and so has a higher than the 

average (39.5% compared to 27.5%)  reliance upon Council tax to meet its budget. 

 

The Cabinet report on this and other issues can be found at the following link: 

 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=4674 

 

County Council on the 27th of January 2022 

The County Council reports included the council reduction scheme, implementing the South 

East Wales Joint Corporate Committee and responding to the insufficiencies in the provider 

market for children and young people with complex needs. The reports can be found at the 

following link: 

 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=4730 

  
11.2) The Council expressed its disappointment that the information sent through with 
regards to the proposed Traffic Regulation Order was incorrect. At the time of the 
Community Council meeting, the Community Council were awaiting an updated map 
and a date for the implementation of the 20mph restrictions, having requested it 
several times. 
 
11.3) Clerks Report February 2022 
 
Footpaths 320/30 repairs – Earlswood road to Newton Manor and Earlswood road to 
Recreation Field 
Work completed January 2022 and photos shared with the community via Parish magazine. 
 
Bus shelter: West End – Chased up 22.10.21 – Confirmation from Mon CC that new roof is 
required as timber roof supports are rotten, contractor has been appointed to start work in 
November. Chased again 2.12.21.  Believe the work has been completed, emailed 7th 
February to confirm. 
 
New Noticeboard – noticeboard and posts delivered 26.10.21, to be installed by Mr J 
Saysell.  Noticeboard returned on 4.11.21 as supplied with locks and keys rather than 
keyless operation as ordered. Redelivered on 25.11.21 and passed to Mr Saysell for 
installation on 1.12.21. Chased 31st January 2022. Update 7 February 2022 – email 
confirming noticeboard installation will be end February. 
 
Asset maintenance - steps to both ends of the war memorial path - steps need 
repointing work mainly at church end. Council accepted a quote at the November meeting of 
£300 from Mr J Saysell to complete work at both sets of steps. Chased 31st January 2022. 
Update 7 February 2022 – date subject to sourcing of suitable stone. 
 
New swing set for play area – Meeting with J Wassal 1st February with Clerk and 
Councillor Butterworth to confirm the location of the new unit. J Wassal confirmed they have 
the new swing unit in stock and will confirm the new date for installation in due course. A 
backlog of work in this respect was noted. 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D144%26MId%3D4674&data=04%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Cc67314f12d9741eb958508d9e73b3b59%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C1%7C637795063894781252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=JbpXyipaZqxLLqVz2VHc8ZuHkpPKRpJuWTYv3rdvQQo%3D&reserved=0
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=4730
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Play Area Astroturf Remedial Work – Reported initially 10 January, chased 27 January 
and second tear also reported under adjacent swing. Advised by MCC on 28 January that 
the repair work would be chased up. Clerk can confirm from inspection on 1st February 
2022,that remedial work under both swings has been completed. 
 
Replacement litter bin/lid, Mynyddbach – Small post mounted litter bin with no lid emptied 
by Merlin Waste – Merlin waste reported to SCC as a potential health hazard due to filling up 
with rain water and getting wet  when emptying and reported to MCC to get either a 
replacement bin or lid.  SCC chased MCC 28 January 2022.  
Communication 1st Feb from MCC to SCC advised that SCC own this bin and offering 
suggestions of how to replace. 1) £500 for a new full sized bin, 2) re-locate a bin from 
Shirenewton Recreation ground, 3) a new dog bin £187 + VAT or 4) Community Council 
source independently a new post mounted litter bin cost tbc. 
 
Grass Cutting Quote 22/23 
24 January 22 - Contacted Chepstow Football club to confirm their acceptance of onward 
invoice from SCC for additional grass cutting requirements for 22/23.  Asked to confirm with 
MCC that the additional cuts would be “sports cuts” before they could confirm acceptance of 
payments and timings. Emailed MCC 26 January 22 to this effect and awaiting response. 
 
20mph Speed Restrictions Launch Date – 21st January 22 clerk requested specific 
implementation date from MCC so that a launch campaign could be planned as discussed 
with Inspector Nikki Hughes.  Chased again Monday 31st January. 
 
Online Banking – Mandate submitted for amendments to signatories – eta for processing 
approximately 5 weeks – then can move on to online banking request. 
 
11.4) Council noted in relation to grass cutting, that only the football pitches should 
be cut to a “sports cut” as opposed to the wider grass area and all grass cuttings 
should be collected.  Clerk to confirm with MCC. 
 
11.5) Councillor Williamson confirmed signatories as Councillor P. Butterworth and 
Councillor I. Martin for Hard Path Project Grant Application. 
 
12. Minute 4289 - Issues raised by members of the public. 
Councillor L. Brown raised the issue of dog fouling on Shirenewton Recreation Field.  The 
Council noted the action to be taken by Shirenewton Recreation Association, specifically to 
raise with visiting football teams. 
 
13.  Minute 4290 – Update on holding face to face / hybrid Council Meetings (PB). 
The Council approved payment for hybrid meeting equipment to Broadband by Radio, 
Earlswood - £1,428.98 by BACs payment on this month’s expenditure report. 
 
Councillor P. Butterworth chasing carpentry quote via Recreation Association for the 
installation of a cupboard in Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 
 
14.  Minute 4291 – Update on the recording of community footpaths (EW). 
 No new update. 
 
15.  Minute 4292 – Update on the hard path project (AW). 
Councillor Williamson following last month’s update, completed a third draft of the 
“Expression of Interest” and uploaded it to the Local Places for Nature portal of the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund. A response was received informing the Council that it had been 
unsuccessful, due to the location of the project not meeting fully the deprivation criteria.  
After appeal, with the help of Rachel Carter, the NLHF suggested it would be better if the bid 
was submitted to the Community Woodlands Fund, a fund managed by the same team 
without the deprivation criteria. Councillor Williamson has therefore submitted an 
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“Expression of Interest” upon the eligibility for the Community Woodlands Fund and has 
received a response inviting the Council to make a formal application. 
Councillor Williamson is currently working on this formal application for the Community 
Woodland Fund deadline of the 4th March. 
 
 
16. Minute 4293 – Registering of defibrillators.  
The Council discussed the location and process of registering defibrillators in the local area.  
The clerk agreed to contact the Welsh Ambulance Service to find out more about The Circuit 
– The National Defibrillator Network and to understand exactly what the process of 
registering defibrillators in the local area involves.  The item will be revisited in the next 
Community Council Meeting.  
 
17.  Minute 4294 – Items of Local Concern. 
Councillor Keith Dunn has been in contact and shared photographs with MCC with regards 
to the damaged road signs in Shirenewton. 
 
Councillor Brown informed the Community Council of a skip that has been located on 
Mynyddbach green. 
 
Councillors raised that some previously reported issues to MCC were still outstanding.   
Clerk to investigate status of reports 8722853 - Montrose blocked under road drain and 
8403414 – Argoed Road, Earlswood, potholes and erosion of road surface. 
 
18. Minute 4295 – Meetings Attended. 
Councillor Dunn reported that following his initial meeting to Shirenewton Primary School to 
brief on a design a logo for the Community Council competition, he is due to return on the  
14th February 2022, when the School Council will be presenting designs for consideration.  
He extended an invitation to other Councillors who were available to attend. 
 
Councillor McKenna reported that she had attended several meetings. 
The first meeting was on fly tipping and river levels, the second on Monmouthshire Litter 
Champions and Counsellor McKenna committed to take on the Litter Champion role going 
forward. The third meeting with Sue Parkinson from MCC was with a view to arranging a 
litter pick and educating with regards to littering.  Contact has been made with a teacher who 
has expressed an interest in getting involved. Possible opportunity surrounding the 
forthcoming Keep Wales Tidy campaign 25th March to 10th April. The final meeting was a 
Local Election Councillor’s briefing. 
 
Councillor Williamson reported that he had attended a Green Network meeting. 
 
Councillor Butterworth reported that he had attended the Shirenewton Recreation 
Association meeting and circulated minutes for the Community Council’s information. 
 
19. Correspondence – List as circulated 
Council taken as read. 
  
20. Minute 4296 - To agree the date of the next meeting as Monday 7th March 2022 at 
7.00pm, this will be by public meeting in Shirenewton Recreation Hall if possible, or 
by a remote meeting if government coronavirus restrictions still apply.  
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 9.50pm. 
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