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Draft Minutes 

Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on September 5th 2011 at 

Shirenewton Recreation Hall  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Harvey           

                       Mrs B Leaf  

                              C Eickhoff 

                      Mrs S Squires  (Chair) 

                      Ms B Moore    

                             K Morton 

                             J Eede   

                             B. Clark  

                             D Adams             

 Apologies:  

         Councillors:      

                    Mrs E McCombe  

                          PC Thorpe                         

   In attendance: 

                   County Councillor Graham Down 

                   Ms G MacDonald 

                   Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                   1 member of the public 

 

 Police report  

PC Thorpe was unable to attend but she had previously circulated her report to all Cllrs 

 

Shirenewton and Earlswood incidents – 29th July to 5th September 2011 

14/08/11 – a suspicious vehicle and trailer were seen on one of the greens in Earlswood – believed to be 

connected with the transportation of off road bikes – further enquiries in hand to try and make contact to 

request that it refrain from visiting the area. 

17/08/11 – report of a party at the Ancient Burial Mounds in Wentwood – nothing found by police upon their 

arrival. 

20/08/11 – report of several cars driving across the field at the Rec. Hall, Shirenewton – unknown who the 

cars belong to at this time. 

23/08/11 – scrap dealers in a white tipper truck visited the Earlswood area – no further calls that day about 

the truck. Please try and call at the time of the visit. 

26/08/11 – report of a party going on in an empty house in Shirenewton – the caller refused to re-attend the 

location and the party was not discovered. 

26/08/11 – report of damage caused to an empty house in Shirenewton – believed to be caused by a party! 

Unfortunately, as the anonymous caller refused to show the police where the party was, we were unable to 

trace the offenders at the time of the event. 

29/08/11 – pedal cycle found Shirenewton – adults, purple/silver “Malibu Siren” collected by police. 

Not too much to report, but as usual anything you feel as suspicious or obviously not right, please give us a 

call on either 999, 101 or 01633 838111. 

Any information you wish to pass however can come directly to me either by email or on the direct dial  
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telephone number below. 

 

Minute 2629    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Minute 2630   To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  July 4th 

There were only four Cllrs at the August meeting and only three of those had been at the previous meeting in 

July so it was not possible to ratify the July Minutes at the August meeting.  

The Minutes of the July meeting were agreed as a true record  

 

 Minute 2631 To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting of August 1st 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record  

 

Minute  2632  Planning 

1.  DC/2011/00714 Land off B4235 Shirenewton 

Erection of an agricultural machinery and feed shed  

Recommend approval 

 

2. DC/2011/00752   Penycaemawr field, Road from Gaer Llwyd to Wentwood 

Agricultural Notification  

Agricultural store 

 

Items of local concern 

 

Minute  2633 To determine if registration should be made for the lighting of a beacon for the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee Celebration on  Monday June 4th 2012  

The aim is to light 2012 beacons throughout the UK, Channel Islands, Isle of Man, the Commonwealth and 

the UK Overseas Territories. All the Beacon locations will be entered into a special presentation book that 

will be given to the Queen after the event The information that the Clerk had received only related to two 

types of beacon, both with a cost implication. As there is already a suitable beacon on the Recreation field 

this could possibly be used and there will be no cost for this. The Clerk suggested that SCC may wish to 

provide a commemorative item for the children in the villages, such as a mug or coin. She also suggested 

that a joint party could be arranged by the Council, Church and Recreation Association. Any costs to the 

Council would have to be included in the Precept for 2011/2012 which is decided in November. 

It was agreed that a working party consisting of Cllrs Clark, Eickhoff, Eede, Leaf and Adams will 

meet to discuss and report back to Council in October                                                 

C/FWD   

 

Minute 2634 To determine who will attend Best Kept Village Presentation Evening on Friday 9th 

September. Two invitations were received from GAVO 

It was agreed that Cllr Moore and the Clerk will attend  

 

Minute 2635 To receive update on Village Shop  

Cllr Eickhoff has been busy, with little success so far, trying to have a discussion with the owners of the Tan 

House regarding a possible lease for a shop. He has gone to a great deal of trouble - the telephone number on 

the sign outside the Tan House is incorrect, the owners recorded at Land Registry have gone into liquidation. 

However he has now been able to leave a message for the person he needs to speak with. He is awaiting a 
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reply but will continue to try and make contact. 

 

 

Cllr Eickhoff met with nine members of the community who were keen to do something and look at realistic 

options for the opening of a shop. Another meeting is scheduled for 28th September and Cllr Eickhoff will 

report back to Council in October.                                                                     

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2636 To determine names of any candidates for OVW training modules  

It was agreed that the following be booked on courses 

 

Community Engagement              8th November            Venue Usk                Cllr Clark 

Local Government Finance        24th November            Venue Cwmbran      Cllrs Harvey and Clark 

Understanding the Law               6th December             Venue Usk                Cllrs Eede and 

Clark 

 

The cost for each Cllr is £25 per session. We are able to claim a bursary up to £50 and £25 of this has been 

used this year so the real cost to the Council will be £100 in total.  

                     

Minute 2637 To determine response, if any, to Defra consultation document on the registration of 

Village Greens  

(details e mailed to all Cllrs on 31st August) 

Cllrs Leaf and Squires carried out the survey last year of residents required for the Village Green application.  

There appeared to be nothing in the proposed suggestions from DEFRA to make it easier for an applicant to 

obtain Village green status for a piece of land. Concerns were raised by Members that where the owner is 

also the decision maker (as in our case, MCC owns the land at Blethyn Close) there could be a conflict of 

interest and therefore an Independent body should make the decision. If a fee was brought in for Village 

Green application then it was thought that this should be on a sliding scale. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with Cllrs Leaf and Squires for the information required for 

the first part of the consultation. 

It was further agreed that the Clerk would include the Councils comments .        

 

Minute 2638 To confirm list of invited guests to Curry  Supper hosted by the MoD on THURSDAY 

17TH  NOVEMBER (change of date e mailed to all Cllrs on 11th Aug) 

The Clerk had drawn up a list consisting of all the local organisations, Shirenewton Community Council and 

Caerwent Community Council. If two people are invited from each organisation and both Community 

Councils are invited the number will be around 75 but it is not expected that all will attend. 

The format for the evening will be a short meeting for Councils and MoD personnel. The public will be 

invited to attend at 7pm and there will be a short presentation by the Commandant of Caerwent followed by 

a Curry Supper and drinks.  

Cllr Leaf observed that it was some time since the Local Organisations list had been drawn up by SCC and 

several of the Officers of the groups had changed. 

It was agreed that Cllr Leaf will re-visit the Local Organisations list and confirm contact names for  

the various organisations  

It was further agreed that the Clerk should send out the invitation she had produced to the 

organisations on the list once Cllr Leaf had confirmed contacts                               C/FWD 

 

Minute 2639 Report from County Cllr Down on current position with planning application 

DC/2008/01157 at Wentwood Mill, Earlswood. 
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County Cllr Down reported that the person who had been dealing with this application was on maternity 

leave but he hoped to find out some information shortly                                              

C/FWD                                                       

 

Minute 2640 Report from County Cllr Down on procuring new maps before suggesting changes in 

Electoral wards  

 

 

County Cllr Down is still awaiting maps                                                                       

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2641    Items of local concern - information only 

MCC Mobile One Stop Shop will be visiting Shirenewton Recreation Hall Car Park on 27th September 

between 1.30 and 3pm 

 

Invitation to All Wales Ploughing Championship on September 17th received by Chair. Cllr Squires and her 

husband will be attending 

 

The wooden entrance to the Recreation field is broken which means that there is no proper barrier to the 

main road. 

 The Clerk will inform Rights of way at MCC                                                   

C/FWD 

 

County Cllr Down reported that he had looked into the problem that we were experiencing with refuse 

collection from the Recreation Hall car park. He was told that it is policy to charge Village Halls when they 

rent out their halls. He is aware that most Village Halls are not profit making organisations and is attempting 

to get the policy changed but this could take some time. 

Meanwhile the Clerk reported that MCC have started collecting rubbish again free of charge!   C/FWD 

 

County Cllr Down offered to provide daffodils for planting in the villages again this year and Cllrs were 

pleased to accept his generous offer. He will deliver them to the Clerk who will distribute to various Cllrs for 

planting.                                                                                                                    

C/FWD 

 

Cllr Eickhoff reported that the North face of the Church clock which has been disconnected for many months 

will cost about £1800 to repair. It was disconnected to enable the other faces to function accurately. Cllrs are 

concerned about all the faces of the clock and Cllr Eickhoff will make further enquires     C/FWD 

 

The Cwm Road is now in a very bad state of repair as is Earlswood Road.  

The clerk will inform Highways                                                                                                        

C/FWD 

 

The number of cars using the Archery field on the Crick road is increasing and it was felt that the entrance 

there is not suitable for the number of cars now using it. This is in the Mathern ward. 

County Cllr Down will make enquiries                                                                                             

C/FWD 

 

 Minute 2642  To consider Financial Matter 

a) Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction  (August salary)         £449.75       
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Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                          112.32 

The above paid by Bank standing order                          

 

10099  Stationery and Expenses                                                                 11.31 

100997  SLHS (History Soc Annual Sub)                                                   15.00 

100998  Gillett & Johnson (church clock servicing)                                 168.00                                                                 

101000  Lewis & Logan (Recreation Hall car park resurfacing)             4980.00  

(£4150.00 plus VAT £830.00) 

 

It was agreed to make all payments 

 

Minute  2643            Clerk’s report 

 

 

 1. Allotments /Affordable Housing, Blethyn Close 

I have e mailed MCC stating that the questions I asked under the FoI Act have not been answered to the 

satisfaction. Of the Community Council                                                                    

C/FWD 
 

2.  Update on planning applications   

Ref: Address    SCC Recommendation   MCC decision                                    

DC/2010/00253 Brookacre (amendment) refusal approved 

DC/2010/00946 Land at Ditch Hill (retrospective) refusal approved 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Other Planning Issues 

(I) Photovoltaic panels at Hill Top, Earlswood. 

This application came before Council in August and further information was requested.  

I have been advised by the Planning Officer that planning permission is required for both the panels and the 

change in shape and size of the roof. It is worth noting when considering this type of application that PV 

Panels within the residential curtilage normally do not require permission and the Welsh Government has 

recently issued advice which indicates that there should be a general presumption in favour of such 

developments by LPAs. There is a policy within the Development Plan relating to renewable energy (but not 

specifically PV panels) and this is copied below 

 

Proposals for the generation of power from renewable energy sources will be permitted if the proposed 

development satisfies the following criteria: 

 

(a)     the development will not have an unacceptable adverse effect on the amenities of neighbouring 

occupiers by reason of noise emission, visual dominance, shadow flicker, reflected light, the emission of 

smoke, fumes,  

harmful gases or dust; 

 

(b)     that no electromagnetic disturbance is likely to be caused by the development to any existing 
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transmitting or receiving systems of (if such disturbance may be caused) that measures will be taken to 

remedy or mitigate any  

such disturbance; and 

 

(c)     transmission lines between the development and the point of connection to the grid do not have an 

unacceptable adverse effect on the environment. 

 

Due to the small scale of the building, in this case much of the above won't really be relevant to this case 

where the issue will just be the general visual impact of the panels  and any associated plant or cables. 

 

We will have to assume that the cost implications of putting the panels further away from the main house are 

not  an issue to the applicant, or there aren't any. 

 

Finally, ST shows that the application is being dealt with in the new way (Systems Thinking). We mark these 

applications so that we can measure how well the new system is working compared to the old method. 

Eventually all  

 

 

 

 

 

applications will be dealt with in this way and the ST suffix will disappear. 

 

(ii) DC/2011/00020. 2 Oak Cottages, Mynyddbach 

This application will go before the Planning Committee on Tuesday  September 6th. When I checked the 

website at the end of August  I noted that SCC’s comments on the amended plans (sent on 2nd August) were 

not recorded. I e mailed David Wong on 28th August and he responded on the 29th that he would ensure that 

the Council’s comments were included asap but that he had informed David Swanson who would make the 

Planning Committee Members aware .  

I understand a site visit was carried out last week and I am told that Planning Committee Members had no 

knowledge of SCC’s comments on the amended plans. 

Further to this I had no prior notification of the site meeting. We know that Community Councillors are not 

allowed to speak at such meetings but  the Charter states that MCC will inform Community Councils of site 

visits. County Cllr Down was at the site meeting. 

County Cllr Down informed Members that this application had been put before the Planning Committee 

on 26th July and Committee Members had requested a site visit. SCC were not informed of the Planning 

Meeting or of the site visit. During the site visit Planning Committee Members were told that SCC had not 

responded to the amendment to the application. 

Further to this Members were not happy with the response from Highways which referred only to the 

driveway of the site on to the un-adopted lane. The concerns expressed by both residents and SCC referred 

to the egress from the un-adopted road on to the main public highway - this was not commented on by 

Highways at all. 

The Clerk was charged with bringing these points to the attention of the Planning Department and also 

Alan Browne who is the liaison officer for the Charter. (see attached e mail )                        

C/FWD 

 

4. Enforcement Issues 

Closed cases  

None reported on July listing 
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New Cases 

E11/217 Land north of Oakley House, Ditch Hill Lane, Shirenewton.  Development into field 

 

5. Highways 

 

6. Curry Supper MoD. Venue Shirenewton Recreation Hall CHANGE OF DATE 

The new date is Thursday 17th November ( e mailed to all Cllrs 11th August). I will be meeting with 

Commandant in October to finalise numbers etc.                                            C/FWD    

                                                                                                                                                                           

7. Planning Training with David Swanson 

As I advised you via e mail, of the three date I suggested to David Swanson he agreed to Wednesday 19th 

October beginning at 7pm. I have provisionally booked the Church Hall as the Recreation Hall is 

unavailable. The cost will be around £30. I will know nearer the date exactly how many Cllrs will be 

attending from other Community Councils but hope we have a good attendance from Shirenewton Cllrs.                                                             

To date I have  7 Cllrs from Caerwent, 3 Cllrs from Tintern and 5 Cllrs from Devauden but I think the 

Tintern Cllrs may decide to attend the session at Monmouth as it is a daytime session.    C/FWD 

 

 8. Adopt a Kiosk 

At last I have been informed that the kiosks in our four wards do not form part of this scheme and will 

continue with the current service                                                                             

COMPLETED    
 

                                                                                            

  

9.  Tour of MoD base 17th September 12 noon 

This tour has been arranged for Cllrs only  

The Clerk is expecting some more details from Pater Davies, Assistant Commandant and will advise Cllrs 

when received.                                                                                    

 The following  wish to attend     

Cllrs Morton, Moore, Eede, Harvey and Leaf. The Clerk will advise the MoD. 

                                                                                                                     

10. Lower Wye Valley Study Tour Friday 30th September 
I have reserved a place on this for Cllr Clark                                                                                

C/FWD 

 

1. Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Draft Annual report December 2011.  Any representations to 

be received by 3rd October. ( e mailed to all Cllrs 10th August) 

 

2. One Voice Wales Autumn 2011 Training Programme. (Details e mailed to all Cllrs 29th August)  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Minute 2644 To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The  next meeting was confirmed as being  3rd October  at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. This will be 

followed by the Ordinary Meeting 

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 
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Date……………………………….. 
 

E mail to David Swanson, Alan Browne, David Wong and County Cllr Graham Down 

Sent 11.43am on Tuesday 6th September 

 

DC/2011/00020 2 Oak Cottages, Mynyddbach 

 

In July I made a request to David Wong on behalf of SCC to extend the  

21 day consultation period by a few days until August 2nd as the  

Community Council meeting was on August 1st. 

David Wong made a request that I call a special meeting but I informed  

him that I did not have enough Cllrs available for such a meeting. 

25TH JULY I received an e mail from David Wong with additional  

information on this application 

2ND AUGUST I emailed the Community Council's response. 

28TH AUGUST I e mailed David Wong as SCC's comments were still not  

recorded on website 

29TH AUGUST I received an e mail from David Wong saying that they will  

be posted asap and he will ensure that David Swanson is aware of SCC's  

view 

30TH AUGUST SCC's comments appear on website 

6TH SEPTEMBER date of planning committee meeting (Only planning  

committee meeting for which notification received) 

 

SCC was surprised to be told that a site visit was carried out by  

Planning Committee Members without notification to SCC (AS PER THE  

CHARTER) and apparently Members were unaware of SCC's comments but were  

told that no response had been received from SCC. 

 

 

SCC was further surprised to be told that this application went before  

the Planning Committee on 26TH JULY - again without any notification to  

SCC. I have checked the Agenda items for that day and this application  

is not listed. I only received the extra information for consideration  

via e mail from David Wong on 25TH JULY 

 

SCC would appreciate a response to this e mail and in particular  

answers to the following questions 

 

How could an application be put to Planning Committee only one day  

after further information was received for consideration by SCC?. 

If an extension to the 21 day limit was not granted why was SCC not  

informed of this? 

Why was SCC not notified of the date of the Planning Committee? 

Why was the Planning Committee not made aware of SCC's comments? 

Why was SCC not notified of the site visit? 

Why did it take 28 days to put SCC's response on the website? 

Why are Highways remarks seemingly restricted to the entrance/egress  

from the property on to the private, unadopted lane? 
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Why are there no comments from Highways regarding the egress from the  

private lane on to the Public Highway? 

 

Regards 

Carole Jones 

Clerk to Shirenewton Community Council 


