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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 1 October 2012 at 7.30 pm  
at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

 
Present: 
 Councillors: 
 Mrs L McCombe (Chair) 
 Ms B Moore 
 Mrs C Jones  
 Mr K Morton  
 Mr P Harris 
 Mr T Hughes 
 Mr I Moore 
  
Also in attendance: 
 County Councillor G Down 
 Mrs G MacDonald 
 Mrs H Counsell (Clerk) 
 Wpc L Thorpe  
 One member of the public. 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  
 
1 Public participation -  Miss D Woodley attended to discuss a planning 
application. 
 
2. Apologies:  Councillors  Mr D Adams, Mr P Moles, Mrs L Prosser. 
 
3. Police report 
 
The police report was distributed prior to the meeting and verbally presented by Wpc 
Thorpe. There was a report of a suspicious white van looking for scrap in the 
Shirenewton area - registration number AD52 KAA. There were only two other minor 
incidents reported during the month and one call from Brookacre to report a missing 
person. 
 
Wpc Thorpe reported that last month outside the Huntsman Hotel 8 speed checks 
had been made in 45 minutes (12 noon to 12.45pm). 
 
She gave the Clerk a poster advertising the Mobile Police Station that will be in the 
Recreation Hall car park on 18 October, 15 November, and 13 December 2012. 
Clerk to put up copies in the ward notice boards, on the website and in the Parish 
Newsletter. 
 
Discussion took place with Wpc Thorpe regarding the dangers presented to 
pedestrians and other drivers by vehicles parking on the Shirenewton/Earlswood 
road opposite a footpath that is part of a Safe Route to school, also double parking  
in the area of the church and causing obstruction opposite the entrance to Clear 
View.  The issue of parking restrictions in Shirenewton was raised again. 
 
 
 
Minute 2814 - To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed 
business. 
There were none. 
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Minute 2815 - Minutes of the meeting held on 3 September 2012 were approved 
subject to the correction of the spelling of ’Cae-pw-cella’ and duly signed by the 
Chair.   C Cllr Down apologised for not having provided Cllr Harris with a map of 
Earlswood. 
 
Minute 2816 - Election of Vice Chair for second half of 2012-13 
Cllr I Moore was nominated by Cllr Harris and unanimously elected as Vice Chair. 
The Chair thanked Cllr B Moore, outgoing Vice Chair for her valuable support over 
the last six months. 
 
Minute 2817 - Planning. 
 
1.  DC/2012/00125 Seaview Nursery, Earlswood  
To demolish/remove existing welfare cabin and increase overall height of approved 
agricultural building (DC/2012/00068) by approx 1m to provide office, rest room, wc 
and a dry store. 
This Council recommends approval. 
 
2.  DC/2012/00572 Yew Tree Cottage, Usk Road, Shirenewton  
Conservatory. 
This Council had insufficient information on which to make a decision.  They 
found that the conservatory has already been built, a garage has been partially built 
and the entrance driveway onto the B4245 widened and laid with gravel. As the drive 
is steeply sloping Councillors felt the gravel may wash onto the B4245 and cause a 
hazard. Councillors request that a Planning Officer visit the site to check that all the 
work has planning approval and to check that a public right of way alongside the 
property has not been obstructed. 
 
3.  DC/2012/00494 NEW.  Land East of Ridge House Stables 
Response from Planning Agent on Community Council’s observations.  
The Council was pleased to receive this response to its concerns as the height of the 
door will be raised; the gate moved further into the site; a new tree screen planted 
and the size of the building reduced to 18x10m.  The new proposals were 
unanimously accepted.  
 
4.  E6840/A/12/2183487 Appeal against non-determination on Planning Ref: 
DC/2012/00384 Erection of one wind turbine and associated works at Coombe Farm, 
Shirenewton. 
This Council to submit previous observations to the Planning Inspectorate.   
 
5.  E6840/A/12/2178726 Appeal against non-determination on Planning Ref: 
DC/2012/00381 Erection of one wind turbine and associated works at Red Barn 
Farm, Shirenewton. 
This Council to submit previous observations to the Planning Inspectorate.  
 
C Cllr Down to attend the Planning Committee Meeting on 2.10.12 and as there 
appears to have been no liaison between Mon CC and the MoD on items 4) and 5) 
above, Clerk to forward relevant information to P Davies at the MoD. 
 
 
Minute 2818 - Half yearly budget and forecast to 31.3.13. 
The half yearly budget and forecast were received.  
 
 
Minute 2819 - Queen Elizabeth 11 initiative 
 
This item is still progressing.  As no deed is available, Cllr Moore hopes that a copy 
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of the Deed of Gift will be acceptable. 
 
Minute 2820 - Village Shop options 
 
Cllr Hughes reported that he has been in regular contact with the new owner of the 
Tan House and although the refurbishment will not take place in the immediate future 
because of other commitments, the owner is willing to meet with the Council’s sub 
committee regarding future options.  Cllr Hughes has fully informed him of local 
needs and distributed copies of this information to Councillors. Following the 
meeting, the sub-committee will report back progress/outcomes to the next meeting 
of this Council. 
 
Minute 2821 - Clerks Report 
 
1. Best Kept Village Competition 2012 - Cllr Jones fed back on the 
 Presentation Evening held on 28.9.12.  Shirenewton won Best Kept Village 
 Hall and Best Kept War Memorial, with prizes of £20 each. Councillors 
 discussed approaches to the community for the 2013 competition.  Cllr 
 Jones will write an article for the next edition of the Parish Newsletter. 
 Council to review its budget for this project at the 2013/14 precept meeting. 
 
2. Training - four Councillors booked onto New Councillor training, Usk, on 
 22.10.12.  Code of Conduct, Rob Tranter, Mon CC is consulting on further 
 training. Planning training to be arranged by Philip Thomas, Mon CC in late 
 Autumn - Clerk  to pursue. 
 
3. Extension of temporary licence, Blethyn Close, D H-H has advised that 
 fencing is to remain to allow the newly seeded grass to establish itself. Clerk 
 to check the site, then if necessary e-mail to inform D H-H that the land is still 
 rough and will need levelling as well as re-seeding. 
 
4. Poor Land field - Mr Phelps unable to shed any light on location of deed. 
 C Bambridge Mon CC has sent map of area, Cllr Morton confirmed the site 
 of the field, Clerk to return map then C Bambridge will check registration and 
 request an archive search for the deed. 
 
5. Registration of land at Gaerllwydd - Caroline Bambridge, Mon CC has 
 confirmed that the land is not owned by Mon CC or on the Land Registry. 
 Contact made with Tudor Baldwin re registration process. Clerk progressing. 
 
6. Registration of footpath to Llanmelin Hill Fort - Clerk has had contact from 
 Elaine Lewis, CADW who is checking with Estates Adviser, WAG. 
 
7. Clearance of overgrown footpaths in Shirenewton and building on path 
 no. 119 - Clerk has contacted Shaun Pritchard, Mon CC who has confirmed 
 all  queries have been logged and passed to relevant officers for action. 
 
8. Annual play area report by Mon CC - signage now in place. Estimates for 
 maintenance work (no vat) as per e-mail distributed on 26.9.12. Council 
 resolved to accept the quote from J Robertson, Caerwent at £505.00. 
 
9. External Audit 2011/1012 - completed paperwork received back from 
 Mazars, with invoice for audit work.  Notices of conclusion of Audit and right 
 to inspect the annual return posted in ward notice boards on Weds 26.9.12. 
 
10 Remembrance Sunday will be held on Sunday 11 November 2012. Clerk to 
 order wreath for Earlswood and ensure war memorial path is cleaned by Mon 
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 CC prior to the Service. 
 
11. Joint meeting and curry night 20.11.12 - Councillors attending so far are  
 B Moore, L McCombe, K Morton, C Jones, L Prosser, P Harris, as well as the 
 Clerk and C Cllr Down. 
 
12. Planning Aid Wales has updated their booklet - A Community and Town 
 Councillors Handbook: The Land Use Planning System in Wales’ at a cost of 
 £1.00 each.  It was confirmed that the Clerk will order 10 copies. 
 
13. Good Councillors Guide 2012 - it was confirmed that the Clerk will order 10 
 copies (free of charge from WAG). 
 
 
Minute 2822 - Finance - to consider items for payment  
 
Expenditure (by Standing Order) 
 
Clerk’s salary/allowances  - September 2012    £402.20 
Clerk’s Pension - September 2012      £  97.72 
Inland Revenue - September 2012      £  78.26 
 
Items for payment 
 
Clerk’s September expenses       £   84.82  
Annual play inspection and signage from Mon CC    £ 204.00 
Mazars LLP External Audit fee for year ended 31.3.12   £ 162.00 
SLHS annual subscription       £   15.00 
 
Signature of Chair required on two claims for training bursaries -  
Clerk’s 2 day SLCC training ‘Working with your Council’ (£87.50),  
OVW ‘New Councillor Induction‘, for four Councillors (£50). 
 
 
Minute 2823 - to discuss the future of the community field at Earlswood. 
 
Cllr B Moore reported back on the sub-committee meeting to look at future options 
for the field, such as rent, use as a community resource or sell.  
 
Gwent Wildlife Trust had been contacted for advice on how to meaningfully use the 
field as a community resource.  Monmouthshire Meadows will be contacted to 
enquire whether there is any advantage in having the field registered with them. 
 
 
There was no correspondence received this month. 
 
Minute 2824 - Skateboarding proposal   
 
Cllr Jones fed back verbally on her visit last year to Woolaston Skate Park.   
Cllr B Moore advised that the topic had been raised at the last Recreation 
Association meeting and they felt there was not enough room on site for a skate park 
and that it would restrict the sporting use of the playing field.  Councillors discussed 
various other sites in the community but were unable to pinpoint a suitable location.   
 
C Cllr Down confirmed that the young people are still interested in pursuing a skate 
park and had met with Mike Moran, Mon CC in the summer.  They had been advised 
that there may be grant funding available.  C Cllr Down further agreed to check 
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insurance costs at Woolaston, plus other relevant costings and report back to the 
next meeting. 
 
Minute 2825 -  Items of local concern 
 
 Cllr B Moore reported the poor condition of the road through Shirenewton 

following the recent heavy rain.  Potholes had been filled by Mon CC but the 
work had been substandard and the potholes reappeared in 2 days - they have 
since been filled again. 

 Cllr Moore further reported that she and Cllr Morton had attended the recent Car 
Rally at Caerwent, they had been made to feel very welcome and had a most 
enjoyable day.  Clerk to write and thank the organisers for their invitation. 

 Cllr Harris reported that Mon CC Highways Dept do not intend resurfacing the 
Earlswood road until February/March 2013. 

 Cllr Harris further reported that there were still no bus timetables in the bus 
shelters at Earlswood and West End.  Clerk to pursue. 

 Cllr Harris asked for guidelines on the required attendance at meetings and was 
advised by the Chair. 

 Cllr Jones requested that the footpath from the war memorial be cleaned before 
Remembrance Sunday on 11.11.12.  Clerk to pursue. 

 Cllr Jones asked C Cllr Down whether there was any further news on traffic 
calming in Shirenewton.  He advised that he had pursued this with Paul Keeble. 

 Cllr Jones advised that she is investigating the ‘Adopt a Kiosk for £1’ proposal for 
the phone box in Shirenewton as the WI would be interested in using it as a 
lending library for second hand books. She will report back to the next meeting. 

 Cllr I Moore spoke of his representations to the Planning Committee last month 
and the fact that he was unaware that he would be quoted in the local press. He 
was thanked by the Chair for his successful presentation. 

 Cllr Hughes reported poor visibility due to overgrown shrubbery on the road from 
the Huntsman Hotel.  He agreed to visit the resident to discuss. 

 Cllr Morton requested the re-issuing of Mon CC’s planning outcomes.  Clerk to 
provide from information gained from C Cllr Down. 

 C Cllr Down advised that he had three sacks of daffodil bulbs for the Council. 
 He further reminded Councillors that there was funding available for voluntary 

groups via the Welsh Church Fund and the Lower Wye Area Committee. 
 C Cllr Down distributed photographs of the school bus stop at Mynyddbach and 

asked for suggestions on safety - Cllr B Moore suggested the bus stop in the 
splay indicated. 

 
 
 Cllr McCombe advised that she will be attending the next Area Meeting of One 

Voice Wales. 
 She further advised of 4 potholes on the Old Road to Golden Hill.  C Cllr Down to 

pursue. 
 
 
Minute 2826 - To present short reports from meetings attended. 
 
None had been attended. 
 
Date of next meeting:  Monday 5 November 2012 at 7.30pm at Shirenewton 
Recreation Hall.       
 
Meeting closed at 10.20 pm. 
 
 


