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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on October 15th 2007 at 

Shirenewton Recreation Hall.  

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                        Ms B Moore 

                              J Harvey                

                             C Crundwell 

                       Mr  R Mitchell       

                              J Eede  

                             C Eickhoff   

                        Ms S Bushell 

                               K Morton 

 Apologies:  

          Councillor   Ms  S Saysell                         

In attendance: 

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council           

                       Ms Glynis MacDonald 

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                       Nine members of the public 

                               

Minute 2052    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

Cllr Down declared an interest, as a School Governor, in the item (Minute 2058) concerning the parking 

problems at Shirenewton School. 

 

Police report 7th August to 15th October 

Dwelling – Burglary 

 

 

 

Attempt Burglary 

 

 

Theft 

 

 

Dwelling – Burglary 

 

 

 

Dwelling - Burglary 

15/08/07 

Wed 

 

 

18/09/07 

Tue 

 

25/09/07 

Tue 

 

13/10/07 

Sat 

 

 

13/10/07 

Sat 

House entered by forcing rear French doors, 2 

males disturbed inside property, TV stolen. 

Seen leaving in white van, on cloned number 

plates. 

 

Marks found on rear window frame, occurred 

in last two months. Daytime break. 

 

Trailer stolen from Old Golf Course, over the 

weekend. 

 

Entry gained via dining room window, no sign 

of forced entry, property stolen from within. 

Overnight break. 

 

Entry gained via insecure rear window, during 

the night, property stolen from within. 

RTC’S DATE DETAILS 
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Centre of village 

 

 

Cwm Lane 

14/08/07 

Tue 

 

16/09/07 

Sun 

Large HGV travelling through village hit 

garden wall. Details obtained by witnesses, 

vehicle traced. 

Single vehicle RTC, swerved to avoid squirrel, 

vehicle overturned. No injuries, owner 

arranged removal. 

OTHER DATE DETAILS 

Wayloed Lane junc 

B4235 

 

Shooting in woods 

 

 

Suspicious vehicle 

10/08/07 

Fri 

 

03/09/07 

Mon 

 

04/09/07 

Tue 

Another HGV beached on steep incline. 

 

 

Shots heard in St Pierre Great Wood, early 

afternoon, suspected to be shooting at buzzards 

as several have been found dead recently. 

Red van, similar to old Post Office van, N-reg, 

seen in lanes Shirenewton to Mounton. 

TASKS 
Next Police 

Surgery/Walkabout 

 

 

DATE 
Sat 

20/10/07 

DETAILS 
PC Mason and a Community Cllr are in the Village 

between 10am and 12 mid-day 

 

 

 

Minute 2053  To approve and sign the minutes of the  Council meeting held on  September 3rd 2007 

The Minute of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman 

 

Minute 2054  Planning 
There were no planning applications received for consideration 

  

Minute  2055     To consider Financial Matters 

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                          £                                  

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                   367.50 

Pension contribution for Clerk  

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                102.82                         

Stationery and Expenses                                                                             30.81 

MCC (repair /maintenance of play area)                                                   734.38  

It was resolved to make all payments 

 

  

Items of local concern 

Minute  2056  Report on site visit for additional post box in Shirenewton 

Cllr Down has again written to Royal Mail expressing concern that he has still not had a reply and requesting 

a reply within fourteen days.                                                                                                                  

C/FWD 

 

Minute  2057  To consider report on scope of Community Council Environment Officer 

Cllr Crundwell provided a comprehensive report on the areas he thought could be covered by the 

Environment Officer. He felt that the opportunities were extensive and would need to be prioritised.  

It was agreed that Cllr Crundwell will circulate a list in order of priority to all Cllrs for their 

comments.                                                                                                                                           

C/FWD 
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 Minute 2058 To consider update on letter to Shirenewton School governing body concerning solutions 

to parking problems 

Cllr Harvey has not had a reply to his letter but will chase this up this week. However Cllr Down reported 

that MCC will put in a bid to the Welsh Assembly for a grant for parking. A document containing the outline 

proposals will be required for the application. Cllrs felt that residents on school lane should be consulted 

prior to any work being carried out. Cllr Down said that there would be further consultation before decisions 

were made                                                                                                                                            

C/FWD 
                                                                               

Minute 2059  To receive report on Shirenewton Flower Festival  

Cllr Eickhoff reported that the floral display created on behalf of the Community Council was very well 

received. This had been assembled by Mrs Liz Harvey. Cllrs felt that a letter of thanks should be written to 

Mrs Harvey. Thanks were also expressed to Cllr Harvey for the donation of the flowers. 

The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from the organizers of the Festival thanking the Council for 

its contribution. 

It was noted at this time that posters advertising events are sometimes left on show for some time after the 

events had been held. While these posters are obviously necessary it was agreed that a request for removal at 

earliest time should be mentioned  in the Parish magazine.  

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Mrs Harvey expressing the thanks of the Council          

 

Minute 2060  To receive update on barriers at Mynyddbach 

Several residents attended the meeting and were given the opportunity to speak before the item was 

discussed on the Agenda. Some spoke in favour and some against the proposed barriers. It was explained to 

the residents that the Community Council had requested the view of MCC after a request had been received 

for a barrier at the open space in Mynyddbach. The Clerk had been advised by MCC that costings would be 

carried out and she would be contacted with details of what would be possible. It was the intention of the 

Community Council to then  consult with the residents to obtain their views on what was acceptable and in 

keeping with the area. MCC however did not advise the Community Council but began work without 

consultation. The Chairman requested that all the residents put their views in writing to the Clerk. 

It was agreed that Cllrs Crundwell and Saysell should contact all residents overlooking the Open 

Space to find out their views.                                                                                                            

C/FWD 

 

 

 

Minute 2061 To consider future of Open Space at Mynyddbach 

Concern had been voice by Cllrs about the uncertainty surrounding the future of this area. Cllr Down 

reported  that he was clear that an undertaking had previously been given that this area would be designated 

as an Owain Glyndwr site and therefore protected.  At the time the UDP had not been adopted and so it was 

agreed that this idea would be shelved until the UDP was adopted. However there is some suggestion that 

Officers are now reneging on what Cllr Down saw as a clear promise.  

In 2011 there will be a new UDP equivalent and pressure could be brought to bear to identify areas which 

can be used for housing. Cllr Down said he feels that the land could not be developed if the only access is 

through Mynyddbach. If alternative access can be found, this could lead to the land being used for building.  

  

Minute 2062   To receive update on the Shop from the sub committee 

Cllr Eickhoff had previously circulated a document outlining the valuation methodology which he will have 

checked by an Accountant. He felt that this could be used as a basis for a discussion with the Case Officer in 

charge of the application for the shop change of use to residential.  

The sub-committee have investigated the possibility of obtaining grant money to set up a Community shop. 

Cllr Eickhoff reported that he had received quite a lot of interest from local people who would be prepared to 

work in the shop, lease the shop or invest in it.  
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It was agreed that once the figures in the valuation document had been corroborated by an 

Accountant, the sub committee could seek a meeting with the Case officer.                                

C/FWD 

 

Minute  2063 To consider means of distribution of donations to local bodies 

It was agree to carry forward to November meeting                                                                       

C/FWD 

  

Minute 2064 To arrange sub-committee for interviews for co-option of new Councillor for 

Shirenewton 

It was agreed that the sub-committee would consist of Cllrs Mitchell, Harvey, Moore and Eede 

The Clerk will arrange meetings with candidates and advise Cllrs                                              

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2065 To receive update on traffic calming 

Cllr Down reported that he had sent the report to Highways. They will need to assess it and assuming that the 

proposals are accepted it will be prioritised within the schemes in MCC’s Road Safety strategy         

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2067 To consider request from Gwent Police to co-fund the recruitment of further Police 

Community Support Officers for the Monmouthshire area 

A letter of request along with a document detailing the Partnership agreement had been received by the 

Clerk. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would copy and distribute letter and agreement to Cllrs prior to 

discussion at November meeting.                                                                                                         

C/FWD 

 

 

Minute 2068 To consider request for repair to the bridle path running in front of Yew Tree Bungalow, 

Cock-a-Roosting. 

This matter was raised by a Cllr but Cllr Down informed the meeting that he is already aware and dealing 

with the situation. 

 

Minute 2069 Clerk’s report 

Update on items carried forward from previous meetings. The Clerk provided a written report as follows 

                                                                                                         

1.   Village Shop 

The grant that I mentioned last month is a one off grant, part of a large bid that MCC are making to the 

WDA. I have spoke with the Grants Development officer at MCC and an application could be made for a 

CEDS grant in the region of possibly £15000 - £25000 for a community based shop. Applications will be 

available in December and if successful money would be available in April 2008. Recently a grant has been 

obtained for a similar project at The Bryn, Penpergam where a Post Office/Shop was taken over by the 

Community. I understand that grants for approximately £50,000 were obtained some of which came from a 

Rural Retail Grant.   

  

2.   Allotments. 

The letter and e mail that I sent to Colin Berg was acknowledged in an e mail from him on September 13th  

when he said that he passed it on to one of his Corporate Directors. I chased this up on 9th October and 

received a response from Colin Berg stating that he had checked before going on holiday three weeks 

previously and was advised that the Corporate Director would be reviewing the decision with the relevant 

Cabinet Member while he was away. He apologised because I had not received details of the outcome and 

will chase it up                                                                                                                    

C/FWD 
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3.  Highways 
Upper Tump Farm 

 Response from Engineer - target date end of October                                              C/FWD                                                                                                                                  

 

Road from Gaefawr to Penycaemawr 

Response from Engineer -  target date for completion November                             C/FWD 

 

Pavements at Tan House Court 

Cllr Down has reported this                                                                                       

C/FWD 

 

4.   Play park /Mynyddbach Open Space 
Following on from the meeting in August,  the MCC Play Development Officer was going to visit the area 

in September to speak to older children and follow this up with a meeting in October.  Unfortunately  she 

has not been in work for about a month but is now back and will visit the school and speak to other older 

children in the area as soon as she can. She will then call another meeting.                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                         

C/FWD                                                                                                                         

 

5. Planning 

All planning applications on the MCC website now have the Community Councils recommendations posted 

on them                                                                                                                   

COMPLETED 

 

6. Litter problem on roadside from Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton 

I attended a meeting with a Member of the Youth Offending Team who carried out a risk assessment of the 

problem areas, the road from Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton and the School route between Mynyddbach and Tan 

House Court. The view of the Officer was that the verge on the right hand side of the road (going out of the 

Village towards Usk ) could be cleared by a team of litter pickers but the left hand side where the verge was 

much narrower would be too dangerous. There would be no problems with clearing the School route. Once 

the litter was bagged up I arranged for it to be deposited by them at the Recreation Hall where a Member of 

the Recreation Committee arranged for its removal.  I have arranged for the team to do a spot check once a 

month but if required more often it can be arranged on demand.                                        

COMPLETED 

 

7. Appeals 

Removal of lamp posts at Shirenewton Golf Club. 

A meeting was held between the Developer and the Planning case officer. The Developer was apparently 

told that the lampposts would have to be removed or cut down to about a metre high. The Developer said he 

would get back to the Enforcement Dept with his plans for removal/reduction in size but has not yet done so. 

The Enforcement Officer will now write to the Developer giving 21 days for removal or action will be taken 

by MCC                                                                                                                                        

C/FWD                                       

Cllrs  wished it to be confirmed that the appeal stated that the lampposts should be removed and not cut 

down 

 

8. Llanmelin Hill Fort 

I have tried and failed to contact the Clerk at Caerwent regarding the arrangements for the inaugural meeting                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                    

C/FWD 
  

9. Shirenewton School Governor 
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I have passed Cllr Robin Mitchell’s name to MCC to be the representative for this Council on the Board of 

Governors.  

MCC previously told me that  Caerwent had put a Cllr’s name forward again. Because of this,  Cllr Harvey 

spoke to all the Councils  involved (Caerwent, Devauden and Llangwm) to confirm the agreement that was 

made several years ago i.e. that each community Council should take a turn. It was believed by Shirenewton 

Council that it was their turn to put forward a representative. 

I informed MCC that Cllr Harvey had spoken to all Councils concerned and that they were in agreement with 

the arrangement. 

As I had not heard  from MCC, I spoke to them today. It appears that MCC  has contacted all Councils 

involved and Caerwent Council say they are not aware of any agreement. I have been unable to contact the 

Clerks.  

If confirmation of an agreement between councils is not forwarded to the Governors’ Support Office by the 

end of October, then three names will be put forward - Cllrs from Shirenewton, Caerwent and Llangwm 

(Devauden have not replied to MCC)        

Cllr Harvey stated that he had spoken to the Caerwent Cllr directly and reaffirmed the agreement. He will 

contact Barrie Hodges at Governor’s support MCC. 

The Clerk will contact the Caerwent Council  Clerk                                                               

C/FWD 

 

10. Interruption of Water supply 

I have again written to Dwr Cymru requesting an update of the situation, pointing out the Council’s concerns 

as winter is approaching when  this area is more prone to electricity cuts which bring  water supply breaks. 

Awaiting reply                                                                                                                                 

C/FWD 

 

11. Solar powered light at Shirenewton Church 

I have spoken with Roger Joy and the intention is to replace the existing solar panel with a larger 

Panel. This will enable the light to stay on for longer periods. The smaller panel which is removed will be 

re-used at a site in Magor. No time scale given for the work to be carried out.                    

 Cllr Eickhoff   has contacted the Church as it is the nearest point for an electricity supply  as an 

alternative if the larger solar panel does not match expectations.                                               

C/FWD   

                                                                                                                                    

12. Fresh produce outlet in Shirenewton 

I have been informed by Licensing Dept at MCC that if there are less than four stalls operating they would 

be considered street traders which would require a licence fee of  £101 per month. This would apply even if 

the trade made a private agreement with the owner of the land. If more than four traders are operating it is 

considered to be a market and so is exempt from fees.  

However I believe that the Church is  considering inviting locals to sell their produce in the Church Hall 

once it is complete                                                                                                                      

COMPLETED                                                       

                                                                                                                               

 

Minute 2070 Items of local concern - information only 

1. The Goetre-Penycaemawr road is to be temporarily closed for essential highway pre-surface dressing 

patching. It is proposed that temporary closure will come into force on the 29th October for a period of four 

weeks. However the actual closure restrictions will only come into force when the works are being carried 

out and will be restricted to 09.00 to 15.30 Monday to Friday 

The alternative route is via travelling in a south easterly direction along B4235 until its junction with the 

Gaerllwyd Penycaemawr Road, travelling in a westerly direction along Gaerllwyd- Penycaemawr Road and 

vice versa.  

Reasonable access will be maintained for properties fronting the affected length.   

 



 

 

7 

 

2. Change of Name.  The Ardnog, Shirenewton will in future be known as The Old Coach House, 

Shirenewton 

  

3. Cllr Harvey provided information about a forthcoming seminar on maintaining good quality of road 

networks in Wales which he may be able to attend. 

 

4. Cllrs raised concerns over the sale of some ground at Pandy Farm that was recently sold at auction. It 

appears that the purchaser has links with motor cross bikes. A group of local residents have formed to look 

into the legal aspects should the land be used for bikes. Cllrs recognised that it is difficult at this stage to do 

anything as currently there is no disruption to residents, access problems etc.  

   

10. Correspondence 

1. Fire and Rescue Authorities proposals on performance. 

2. Noah’s Ark appeal. Letter of appreciation for donation on behalf internal auditor in lieu of his fees. 

3. Monmouthshire Local Service Board Stakeholder Group Conference, Monday 22nd October 2007 at the      

    Priory Centre, Abergavenny.  1.30 - 4.30. Please advise the Clerk asap if you wish to attend.  

4. Consultation Draft Document - Local Vision, Preparing Community Strategies . Comments by Friday 23rd  

 

Minute 2071  To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being November 12th. 

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                        

 

 

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………… 


