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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on November 2nd 2009 at 

Earlswood  Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Harvey                

                             R Mitchell  

                      Mrs E McCombe 

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                              J Eede 

                              C Eickhoff 

                      Mrs S Squires   

                      Ms B Moore    

                             K Morton 

 

 Apologies:  

         Councillors: 

                          Mrs   B Leaf 

                         

   In attendance: 

                   County Councillor Graham Down 

                  PC Cowburn 

                  Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                   4 members of the public 

 

 Police report 

5/10  - Male went missing at Penycaemawr - located safe and well 

5/10  - Welfare check on elderly female, Shirenewton 

7/10  - Large Alsatian dog on B4235 near Shirenewton. Area search negative 

9/10  - 8 patio slabs dug up and stolen from Llanvair Discoed 

23/10 - Suspicious vehicle late at night in Weyloed Lane- no details of vehicle 

25/10 - Stolen car set on fire and burnt out near Shirenewton. Peugeot stolen from Suffolk 

26/10 - Sudden death of an elderly male in Shirenewton 

31/10 - Pottery feature to barbecue damaged overnight in Shirenewton. Believed by person climbing over 

garden wall. Possible prowler. 

 

PC Cowburn held a surgery on Sunday October 4th in the Recreation Hall. He said that it was unfortunate 

that he was unable to advise Cllrs as it was at short notice. Cllrs felt that the joint surgery / village walkabout 

still had some merit and would wish to carry on with them. Cllr Cowburn said that he is impeded by his new 

rota which means that he works mainly afternoons and evenings.  

It was agreed that a joint Police/ Cllr  walkabout would take place on Sunday January 10th at 3pm 

when  Cllr Eede will join PC Cowburn 

 

Minute 2388      To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Minute 2389   To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  October 5th 2009 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record  
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Minute 2390     Planning 

1. Penwaun, Shirenewton 

Single storey front extension and single storey rear extension with garage conversion to provide additional 

living accommodation. Detached double garage  

Recommend approval 

   

2. Certificate of Existing Lawful Use or Development 

Pantycosyn House, Usk Road, Shirenewton 

Paddock used for sheep grazing and free range poultry; shed providing shelter/accommodation for these and 

as a wood and tool store (erected in 200/2001) 

Recommend approval 

 

3. Affordable Housing at Blethyn Close, Mynyddbach 

Amended plans.   

The Clerk pointed out that she had received a n e mail from David Swanson stating that there were some 

inaccuracies on the amended plans. The compass points were incorrect, the rear elevations did not match the 

footprint , also there could be a potential problem with the window of  bedroom 3 overlooking Cherry Trees. 

However it was possible to make a recommendation with the knowledge of the changes that were to be 

made.  

It was pointed out that at the last Planning Committee meeting at MCC which was attended by Cllrs Eede, 

Harvey, Squires , the Clerk and County Cllr Down, this application was refused. David Swanson asked the 

Committee for a steer towards what might be acceptable. A one storey building was suggested  and agreed 

by all Committee members. This is recorded in the official minutes of that meeting. Quite clearly the 

amended plans are not for a single storey building.    

Recommend refusal with the following comments 

This planning application is in contravention of the unanimous recommendation of the Planning 

Committee made  on October 6th 

 i.e ‘It was proposed that the application be deferred to allow a redesign of the proposals to single 

storey bungalows which would be more in character with other properties within the vicinity of the 

application site.  

Upon being put to the vote the proposal was carried unanimously’ (MCC minutes of meeting October 

6th) 

 

 The new plans are misleading. The drawings, by professional architects, are clearly not drawn to 

scale. 

 The ridge analysis (00612.PL.14) shows both new houses at 8.6m tall and their outurn ridge heights 

are higher than either of the adjacent properties. 

 The cross section drawn on the same plan (00612.PL.14) and the two which are given on the Local 

Area Section Plan (00612PL.15) show the new houses  drawn to a smaller scale than each of the 

other properties which gives the misleading impression that the new houses are not as high.`   

 In attempting to accommodate the proposed new building the resulting front of the development is 

well forward of the building line, shown clearly in the location drawing (00612PL.11). This then 

encroaches significantly on the Open Space land.   

 The Local Area section plan (00612.PL.15)refers to drawing PL05 which is not included in the set 

of drawings.   

 

 

 

 

 While the ridge height has been lowered in the new plans , the upstairs windows are set at exactly 

the same height as in the original rejected plan. 

 There are now SIX second storey windows overlooking The Laurels. Each of the two  proposed 

dwellings would have two bedroom and a bathroom window which would look directly into both 
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the kitchen and bedroom windows of the property behind in the Laurels. 

 The depth of the new building is slightly less than in the previous application to comply with the 

regulation distance from the boundary of 4 The Laurels. However the proposed building is now 

wider by 6.6m, making the development even larger than the original building. 

 To accommodate the new plans the  car parking provision for three cars now abuts the site 

boundary on both the NW and SE sides .  This coupled with the extended width of the proposed 

building enlarges the development further and increases its impact on the Open Space. 

 The access road that is proposed in front of the building will further encroach on to designated 

Green Wedge area. 

 The current turning area in Blethyn Close will have to be opened up to accommodate the proposed 

access road in front of the houses. The problem arising from  this will be two fold - loss of turning 

area and loss of parking spaces in front of the turning area for current residents . 

 The lane that Blethyn Close enters is very narrow. Provision is made in each proposed housing unit  

for three cars. The extra traffic that this creates both in Blethyn Close and the narrow lane is 

unacceptable. 

 The entrance off the narrow lane to Blethyn Close is quite steep. The associated problems for 

builders’ vehicles would make it very difficult for current residents 

 This land is designated Green Wedge in the UDP at  Para 11.5.  The  proposed development will  

prejudice the open characteristics of the land which is used daily as a public amenity.  

 This land is also designated  Special Landscape Area in the UDP.  Para 11.4.2 states that the 

effect of proposals on the overall landscape character, the visibility of development and the 

integration of development in to the landscape must be assessed in order to minimise impact. 

Development should respect the character of its setting by being of an acceptable scale and siting.  

Clearly this planning application does not comply with this aspect. 

 Any development on  a Special Landscape area should be of the highest standard of design - UDP 

 

 These houses are purported to be ‘affordable housing’ , but no survey has been carried out to show 

housing needs in this area. However there is a recorded, demonstrated need by local residents for 

allotments (which was the previous use of this land) . 

 The parcel of land was advertised for sale by MCC in 2008 with the following restrictive 

covenants:- 

The land is to be used for the purposes of garden land, amenity or allotment use only 

No permanent buildings can be erected on the land 

Pedestrian access only will be permitted over the Council’s adjacent amenity land. 

Further to this the Head of Estate management stated in her report to Cllr RJW Greenland, dated 26th 

July 2007, when recommending sale ‘the land is essentially landlocked and as a consequence there is 

no vehicular access to the site. To create such an access would involve allowing vehicles to cross 

through amenity open space creating potential conflicts with pedestrians’ 

 

  Housing on this land is totally unacceptable. As Open Space and Green Wedge it is outside of the 

Village Development Boundary for Mynyddbach 

 
Application Process Issues 

 Application is dated 18th June 2009. Ateb Lleol Ltd (applicant) registered at Companies House on 

22nd July 2009.  

 The original application and a copy of the invalidity notice from MCC to applicant (as mentioned 

in letter dated July 3rd from Milsom Architects) are not on file. 

 

Affordable Housing Issues 

 Neither Mynyddbach nor Shirenewton have the infrastructure to support low cost housing.  

 There are no local shops and public transport is infrequent. There is no bus service after 5.30pm 

and no service at all on Sundays. 
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 It appears that no-one has actually quantified the need for affordable housing in the area. 

 Figures quoted by the Planning/Housing Department cannot be considered reliable for the 

following reasons:- 

 MCC’s Affordable Housing Delivery Statement 2007-2011 (which was quoted in the reasons for 

approval by MCC) has a table showing  Rural Housing Need. Of the 26 CC’s listed only 11 have 

been surveyed by the RHE and none of these are local to Shirenewton. 

 This table also shows the Data Unit figures (also quoted by MCC). The Data Unit figures are made 

to look nonsensical when set against the RHE figures for surveys that have actually been carried 

out in other areas.  No credence should therefore be given to the Data Unit figures for 

Shirenewton.   

 The figures quoted by the Housing Department shows only the number of people who would be 

prepared to live in Shirenewton if offered a home in the village. It does not show actual NEED. 

 Regulations state that the survey should be ROBUST but this is clearly not the case. 

 

Items of local concern 

Minute 2391   

To consider replacement/refurbishment of notice boards in villages 

Cllrs had looked at the notice boards and made the following assessments 

Gaerllwyd requires refurbishment 

Earlswood requires refurbishment 

Mynyddbach requires refurbishment 

Shirenewton requires replacement 

Shirenewton Shop (currently unused) requires refurbishment 

 

It was agreed that the shop board should be removed, refurbished and replace the board at the Old 

Post Office and the other three boards should be refurbished.  

It was further agreed that the Clerk will obtain quotes for carrying out the work.  

 

Minute 2392 To consider applying for Village Green status on land at Mynyddbach 

The Clerk had previously circulated information to all Cllrs relating to the criteria for attaining Village Green 

status and it would appear that the land in question meets the criteria.  

Some months ago Mike Sayce, representing SAMFAL met with Debra Hill- Howells, Estates Manager  

MCC with a view to finalising a Lease on the main field at Blethyn Close. There were some stipulations in 

the lease that SAMFAL took issue with and Debra Hill-Howells said she would look into these and get back 

to SAMFAL. They have heard no more from her. 

However it would appear from correspondence between MCC and the Clerk that MCC believe that SCC has 

registered a caution on the whole of the land at Blethyn Close (main field and former allotments) when 

actually the caution is only on the former allotments area. It would appear that until MCC sort this out with 

their legal department they feel that they cannot pursue negotiations with SAMFAL  

 

If SAMFAL take on the lease for 25 years as is suggested then that should ensure that nothing is built on the 

land for 25years. However there is a break clause after ten years and every further five years thereafter until 

the end of the 25 year term.  If SAMFAL takes on the lease, their intention is to fence off the land and put 

stock on it. Clearly residents would  no longer be able to walk dogs on it or children play on it if the whole 

area was fenced off. However SAMFAL has stated that it is their intention to leave unfenced strips of land at 

the top (about an acre for recreational use) and down one side of  the field (for access to the lower SAMFAL 

fields). This would enable residents to walk dogs, use as a play area and access the lower fields. 

  

If Village Green status were to be attained on the whole area - that is the large field and the allotment area 

then we could not have allotments as the whole purpose of  Village Green status is that the land remains 

accessible to the public- so there could be no fencing off. 

Alternatively, Village Green status could be applied for on the main field only. It doesn’t help with the 

‘allotment’ area but nothing could be built on the field EVER and there would be no access other than 
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pedestrian to the ‘allotment area’ and the lower fields 

 

The downside of applying for Village Green status could be that if we apply and it is refused, then MCC may 

not give a Lease to SAMFAL in the future. However it may be possible to combine the two options i.e. 

SAMFAL could  take a lease on the part of the land that they would fence off and an application could be 

made Village Green status on the rest of the land.  

 

A survey of residents has not been carried out to determine how residents feel. If fencing the land off and 

putting stock on there is the only means of ensuring that the field is not built on then it may be an attractive 

proposition. However if attaining Village Green status is another option then it was felt that this should be 

put to them as well. 

It was agreed that a public meeting should be held to determine the views of residents. 

It was further agreed that the Chairman, Clerk and Mike Sayce would organise the meeting.   

 

Minute 2393  Items of local concern - information only 

Dwr Cymru Activity at Whitemill Water treatment works at Roughetts Woods below Mynyddbach  ref 

17900222.  

A resident reported that there has been a lot of activity recently by Dwr Cymru. After investigation with Dwr 

Cymru it appears that this was because the building was being cleared as it has been sold but it is not yet 

known to whom it has been sold.  

 

Wentwood Mountain Bike Centre Feasibility Study. 

MCC has received funding from WAG to carry out a feasibility study into the possibility of developing a 

mountain bike centre in Wentwood Forest based on the existing facilities next to the timber centre. MCC has 

appointed a company to undertake this study. Someone from the company should contact the Clerk in the 

next few weeks so that they can understand the views of the local  Community Council  from the outset. 

 

Armistice Day 

Cllrs Morton and Saysell have purchased the wreaths on behalf of SCC for the services at Shirenewton and 

Earlswood. Cllr Eede will lay the wreath on behalf of SCC at Shirenewton.  

 

Complaints received about car parking regularly on road in Shirenewton. 

 

Shop 

Cllr Crundwell reported that he is hoping to hear if we have been successful regarding the application for 

funding for a new shop. He has also spoken to Pam Lloyd at GAVO and she feel that there may be an 

opportunity for some grant money in the next round of CEDS in December. 

 

Minute 2394     Short reports from meetings attended 

Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales Annual Report and Workshops          

Cllr Harvey was unable to attend 

 

One Voice Wales   local meeting 

Cllr Harvey reported that much of the meeting was taken up by a presentation on the television digital 

switchover. Currently this area is receiving a very weak signal but this will be increased gradually until 

January and be ready for the switchover in March.  

There will be a meeting on Charter working on November 19th when the final draft will be negotiated with 

MCC 

 

One Voice Wales 2009 Conference                                                                                       

Cllr Harvey reported that 73% of local Councils are now members of OVW. There were over 350 delegates 

at the Conference. There was an interesting presentation on Community Working. Overall the day was very 

interesting and Cllr Harvey would commend it to other Cllrs in future. 
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 Minute 2395  To consider Financial Matters 

a)  Bills presented for payment    

     Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction and   

      Including backdated increase as per NALC                                     £ 443.56 

     Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                                  105.11                          

     Stationery and Expenses                                                                         43.19 

     Play area grass and hedge cutting                                                          650.00                                           

     Open Spaces annual subscription                                                           40.00     

     One Voice Wales Conference delegate fee (Minute 2384- Oct)            70.00  

  

It was agreed to make all payments           

 

Minute   Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs 

 1.  Allotments /Affordable Housing, Blethyn Close 

As reported last month I wrote to Steve Greenslade. His response states that his understanding is that the title 

holds for both the areas i.e. the former allotment land and the main field. He is awaiting legal advice. He says 

he understand the disappointment with progress on the allotments but would rather be clear than raise 

expectations that are unlikely to be achieved. He goes on to point out that the provision of allotments ‘is a 

concurrent function and there is no barrier to the CC making its own provision should it think fit’ (only the 

small matter of the CC not having any land!) 

Since writing to Steve Greenslade on October 3rd, Cllr Down has had a meeting with him. Following the 

meeting he wrote again to Steve Greenslade raising several queries. I do not know if he has had a response to 

his second letter but I am sure he will update us.  

 

2.  Update on planning applications (to 24th August 2009)  

Ref: Address SCC recommendation MCC decision 

DC/2009/00825 Batwell House Approve Approved 

DC/2009/00617 Land at  Blethyn Close Refuse Refused 

DC/2007/00182 The Oaks Farm Approve Refused 

 

 

 

NB. If you are hoping to look at any conditions that may have been imposed you will find that the decisions 

for the last two applications are not yet recorded on the website. The information I have comes from the 

Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings 

 

3. Police Report 

I have passed on the request to PC Cowburn for more information in his reports. I explained that it would be 

helpful to know,  for example in the case of the men attempting to steal a horse, if anyone was apprehended 

or should the public be looking out for these people. He has responded saying that he will try and give more 

information where appropriate. However he did explain that he has six similar reports to do each month and 

they are already time consuming. He says that it is unfortunate that his new rota does not allow him to attend 

many SCC meetings where he could be available to answer questions.                         

COMPLETED 

 

4.  Cleaning of path and War memorial steps. 

The path was very thoroughly cleared by the WI in the Summer and so I was surprised to see how badly it 

was overgrown with weeds. As the path is a right of way I asked MCC in plenty of time if they could clear 
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the path before Armistice Day. Not only did they do it - but someone telephoned me to tell me that it had 

been done! I had seen that it had been done but only from the car. In the next few days I will check to see if it 

needs to be tidied up for the Service. I will arrange for a final clearing either by Mr Haines or a ‘volunteer’ 

 

5. BT Adopt/Sponsor a Kiosk 

As advised in the last meeting, I responded to MCC with objections to the BT plan for adopting or 

sponsoring a kiosk. MCC have now received additional information from BT which may/may not affect the 

original view of Councils. 

The additional information is as follows:-  

If the decision is to adopt, the kiosk becomes the property of the adopting body to use as it wishes (apart 

from selling, leasing or renting to another telecommunications supplier) 

The adoptee would be free to move it (subject to planning) However BT does not recommend this as it is 

subject to cracks on removal. (Also it weighs 380kg) 

It is the responsibility of the adoptee to arrange and pay for disconnection of the power supply! (Could 

be in the region of several hundred pounds. If wishing to retain the power supply, BT currently pay 

approximately £17 p.a. per kiosk but a local supplier may charge a different amount. 

Average maintenance costs for BT is approx £800 pa for a fully working kiosk. However BT would 

anticipate that maintenance of a village kiosk with no telephone equipment would be minimal! 

 

The adoptee would be responsible for insurance of the kiosk and for insurance purposes the value would be 

around £3000 per kiosk. 

 

BT have provided an assurance that they will not remove any red kiosk that we choose not to adopt at this 

stage. However they will continue to monitor their use and costs of the provision of all public call boxes and 

their associated services and may consult for this purpose in the future. 

It was agreed that this further information did not alter the view of Members as stated to BT via MCC i.e. 

that SCC did not wish to adopt or sponsor a kiosk and wished the telephone service to remain  

                                                                                                                                               

COMPLETED                                                                                                                                               

 5. November Meeting with Local  Organisations on 16th November  

I have received some acceptances from organisations but not all have replied to date. I will provide a final 

figure of numbers at the November SCC meeting.  

I have also put a notice in the magazine informing any organisations that I may have missed of the date, time 

etc. 

 

13 replies have been received from 28 letters sent. 12 of these organisations will be represented at the 

meeting. There will be 13 people attending but some of these are representing more than one 

organisation. I will chase up the rest of the organisations this week. 

It was agreed that Cllrs McCombe, Moore and Squires will put together a structure for the meeting.   

C/FWD 

 

6. Training for Cllrs 

There has been some confusion with One Voice Wales about Training dates. Two Cllrs and myself were 

supposed to have been booked on Module Two in November free of charge and two Cllrs were booked with 

a subsidy (costing SCC £25 in total) Despite the fact that our names were put forward and the cheque sent 

well before the closing date we were not included and the cheque was returned. The module is 

oversubscribed. To remedy this, OVW is hoping hold another session on December 3rd in Usk and I have put 

our names forward for this. I will use the same cheque to pay for the December session.      C/FWD 

 

7. Daffodils 

These have been distributed and hopefully will shortly be planted around the villages.           

COMPLETED 
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8. Shirenewton School Governing Body 

I have spoken with the School and the Head Teacher is happy for the minutes of the Governors’ meeting to 

be sent directly to me for distribution. Naturally any confidential information will not be included. This 

system can continue when SCC no longer has a Cllr representative.                                       

COMPLETED 
 

9. Rubbish on Recreation Field 

I have spoken to the Committee and the football club in question has been firmly told that they have to 

comply with the rules laid out in their hire agreement (one of which is they leave both inside and out in a 

clean state) or they will not be allowed to play.                                                                       

COMPLETED 
 

Correspondence 

1. GAVO Invitation to swine flu seminar 14th October at County Hall Cwmbran (details e mailed to Cllrs 7th 

Oct) 

 

2. Severn Estuary Shoreline Management Plan Review.  Invitation to provide feedback on Draft. Three 

months consultation period from 5th October (details e mailed to Cllrs 9th Oct) 

 

3. Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales.  Invitation to attend Annual Report and Workshop 

events (e mailed to Cllrs 13th Oct) 

 

4. Open Spaces Society. Request for Community Council to lobby MP regarding the Marine and Coastal 

Access Bill. (e mailed to Cllrs 13th Oct) 

 

5. MCC. Countryside Volunteer Newsletter - Autumn 2009.  Clerk has a couple of copies but also available 

at www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/countryside 

 

6. Cllr Gerald P Robbins MBE.  Severn Tidal Feasibility Report. (e mailed to Cllrs 19th Oct) 

  

7. OVW. Local Government LCO. Request to contact Committee Member if SCC supportive of LCO (e 

mailed to Cllrs 19th Oct) 

 

8. Open Space Society. Magazine for Autumn 2009. Clerk has single copy for distribution. (magazine sent 

electronically to Cllrs 20th Oct) 

 

9. MCC Invitation to nominate school governor for Ysgol Y Ffin, Caldicot. (details e mailed to Cllrs 22nd 

Oct) 

  

Minute  To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being December 7th 2009 at Earlswood Hall 

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………….. 

http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/countryside

