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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on November 3rd 2008 at 

Shirenewton Recreation Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                        Ms B Moore 

                              J Harvey                

                             C Crundwell 

                              R Mitchell 

                             C Eickhoff   

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                             K Morton 

                      Mrs B Leaf 

                              J Eede  

                      Mrs E McCombe 

 Apologies:  

       

                         

In attendance: 

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council   

                       PC  Cowburn      

                       Ms Glynis McDonald 

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                       18   Members  of the public  

      

Minute 2240     To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Police report  

Incidents October 4th to 30th  

9th - Mud on the road B4235 between Shirenewton & Chepstow.  

10th - Youths shouting in Great Barnets wood - check negative.  

11th - Cow on B4235 near Shirenewton - check negative.  

13th - Burnt out vehicle St Pierre wood.  

17th - Suspicious activity Earlswood - poachers?  

20th - Electric fence energiser stolen near Gaerllwydd.  

20th - Report of suspicious activity Shirenewton - innocent explanation.  

22nd -Temporary traffic lights stuck on red B4235.  

22nd - Minor road accident B4235 near Shirenewton.  

24th - Bank account fraud reported from Shirenewton.  

25th - Alarm going off Shirenewton - fault. 2 

6th - Stolen car burnt out at Earlswood.  

28th - Mobile phone stolen at Earlswood village hall 

 

There will be a Partnerships And Communities Together PACT Meeting at 7.30 pm on Monday 24th 

November at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. This is an opportunity to express any concerns you may have; 

and to influence Police priorities in the area. Hope to see you at this Meeting.  

PC  Cowburn and Cllr Mitchell reported that the joint Police/Community Council session had to be cut short 
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as the Police van was required in another part of the County  

 

Two Members raised the issue of badger baiting. They had witnessed two men with a gun and a dog on 

various parts of the verges of the B4235. PC Cowburn had not received  any reports but suggested that 

anyone seeing anything suspicious should take the details of the registration number of their car and contact 

the Police  

 

Minute  2241  To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on  October 

6th 2008 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

Minute 2242 

  Planning 

.      The Old Barn, Lower Argoed, Shirenewton 

          Kitchen extension 

 

Recommend refusal with the following observations 

 The property has a considerable planning history since the original application to convert barn and sheds 

to a house and garage was approved in 1990, some approved and lapsed, some current. 

 This application to build a kitchen takes the barn conversion beyond the footprint in a direction that is out 

of  keeping with the character of the building . 

 There is general overdevelopment of the site.  

 If this  kitchen extension is approved  and an earlier approval for a granny annexe is built it will result 

in the loss of the scale and character of a traditional rural dwelling 

 Neighbours have registered their objection 

 It is in contravention of UDP policy H15    

 

2.    The Bungalow, Wentwood Hill, Earlswood 

       Two storey extension  

 

 Recommend approval with the following conditions 

 Exterior lighting should be kept to a minimum 

 Not enough details about exterior finish provided. This should be stone as well as render  

 The property is very near the lane and reinstating high hedgerow would make building less obtrusive. 

 The property should look like one building 

 The driveway should be of porous material 

    

3.    The Coach House, Shirenewton Hall 

        Conservation repairs and alteration to existing buildings   

Cllrs commented that they would prefer that the exterior was not rendered as per the plans. The would prefer 

that the stables which is currently rendered should be taken back to the brickwork to match the existing 

finish on the Coach House. Cllrs asked for the Clerk to make further enquiries as they would like to see a 

conservation report. If possible the Clerk should request that the application was deferred pending the report 

when the application could be further discussed.                                                                               

C/FWD 
 

4.  Land at Home Farm, Shirenewton 

     Proposed agricultural storage unit 

     (agricultural notification)  
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Members wished to make the following observation:- 

This is the third large barn in a short period. We would ask that the Planners are satisfied as to the purpose 

and need of this barn 

 

 

Minute 2242 Items of local concern 

To confirm arrangements for clearing of Memorial path prior to Remembrance Day 

Following on from the work MCC carried out cleaning off the moss on the path, the Church arranged for the 

tress and bushes to be cut back. This was done last week and such a good job was done clearing up 

afterwards that there is no need for the path to be cleaned again before the Service.  

Members asked Cllr Saysell to express their thanks to the PCC for arranging to have the work done.    

                                                                                                                                                     

COMPLETED 

 

Minute 2243 To consider purchasing and laying of wreath  

The service begins at the Cenotaph on Sunday 9th November at 10.45 and will be followed by a  service in 

Church.  

Cllr Morton advised Members that while the Community Council purchase and lay a wreath at Shirenewton 

they do not do the same at the Memorial Service in Earlswood. A wreath has already been purchased for this 

year. 

It was agreed  to purchase a wreath and the Chairman will lay it on behalf of the Community.               

                                                                                                                                                      

It was further agreed to consider the purchase and laying of  a wreath at the service in Earlswood 

next year.                                                                                                                                                 

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2244 Measuring of success of recycling pilot scheme                           

Cllr Down reported that MCC is carrying out a system in the North of the County that will provide each 

householder with a single sack for recycling. This will then be sorted at the Depot.  

In the South of the County, two boxes will be issued to each householder  and these will be sorted at the 

roadside.  

There will be 2000 houses used in each experiment. The measure of success will be the cost against the 

amount that is recycled                                                                                                               

COMPLETED 
 

Minute 2245 To consider options open to Community Council re  disposal of land at Blethyn Close , 

Mynyddbach. 

The Community Council has been pursuing MCC to allow this land to be used for Allotments since January 

2006. The Clerk now has application forms from ten people who wish to take on allotments. There is a 

statutory duty for Councils to provide allotments when there are six or more applicants. 

There was a very long debate between Community Cllrs, members of the public and County Cllr Down. 

Some members of the public present wished for the land to be used as allotments as it had been done 

previously between 1969 and 1989. All were against the sale of the land. 

It was explained that while the land was known to be previously used for Allotments, MCC maintained that 

as they had been temporary allotments they fell outside of Section 8 of the allotments Act 1925. The Welsh 

Assembly disagreed with this and thought the land should be dealt with as statutory allotments.. The 

National Association of Allotments and Smallholders believe that although the land was given on a 

temporary basis, the land was specifically appropriated for allotment use and they also believe that the land 

should  be dealt with as statutory allotments. 

The importance of these statements is that under Section 8 of the Allotments Act the Secretary of State’s 

consent must be obtained for the disposal of the land by a local authority which they have purchased or 
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appropriated for the use of allotments. Certain conditions have to be met before consent for sale would be 

given. 

If the land was treated as statutory allotments and MCC applied to the Secretary of State for consent to sell 

those conditions could not be met. 

However it would be difficult to prove that the land was statutory allotment land without going to Court 

which would be costly. 

 

Members were all made aware that the land was designated as Amenity Open Space in 2006 in the Adopted 

UDP. Under LGA 1972, a Council cannot dispose of an open space without first advertising its intention for 

two consecutive weeks in a local newspaper and considering objections. As far as Cllrs and members of the 

public present were aware, no such notices were published. The first indication was the notice of sale by 

tender on October 15th.  

 

Community Cllrs were aware that the duty to provide allotments fell to the Community Council as well as 

the County Council. 

 

County Cllr Down had supported the recommendation that the land should be sold. He suggested that the 

land would not be suitable for growing produce. Members of the public who lived in close proximity to the 

area stated that their vegetable patches and those of people living adjacent to the land were flourishing. 

A query was raised about the purpose of the sale as it is such a small piece of land. The view was also 

expressed by Members  that even if the land is accepted by the Community Council as being Open Amenity 

and not Allotment land, there is some confusion over why MCC are not extracting best value for it.  

County Cllr Down responded that he thought the sale would  raise capital and get rid of a liability. He felt 

that MCC did not want to hire out the land for allotments because this would create a further liability. He 

explained that they would not attain the capital and would have to administer the allotments for very little 

rent. However County Cllr Down also said he had been pressing MCC over the last few months to provide 

an alternative area for allotments.  

County Cllr Down was requested to contact Colin Berg CEO and Peter Fox, Leader of the Council on 

behalf of the Community Council , expressing its view that the sale should be deferred. County Cllr 

Down said he would e mail both and copy in the Clerk.  

It was further agreed to wait until Monday 10th to see what response would be received 

 

Time is of the essence because tenders have to be at MCC by noon on 14th November. 

Open Spaces is an organisation that could help and there is an annual fee of £30 which would have to be paid 

before advice provided. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would send all relevant documents to  the Open Spaces Society for legal 

advice. It was further agreed that she would pay the annual fee of £30. 

 

It was felt that all other options should be looked at so that any or all could be put in motion on Monday if 

the outcome was not satisfactory. The options put in motion would be determined by the response to the 

Community Council’s request to MCC via County Cllr Down 

 

There were several options put before Members 

 

Compulsory purchase 

After sale, the land could be compulsorily purchased from the new owner. It was felt that the cost of this 

would be relatively small as it would be based on the basic value of the land.. The land is being marketed  as 

green wedge. This means that anyone purchasing the land for garden or other use would require planning 

permission for change of use. Land cannot be compulsorily purchased for allotments if it is a garden. The 

Community Council could put a caution on the land with Land Registry as there is a dispute. The land is not 

registered  at Land Registry but once they receive the completed form they will determine if the caution can 
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be put on.  

It is further complicated by the fact that a Community Council can only carry out a compulsory purchase via 

the County Council. However if they refuse to do this or do not respond within eight weeks, the Community 

Council can apply to the Secretary of State to ‘step into the shoes’ of the County Council under LGA 1972 

s125(7)  

It was agreed that the Clerk would prepare the forms for putting a caution on the land suggesting that  

there is a dispute and the Community Council would be seeking to purchase the land under 

compulsory order.  

It was further agreed that the Clerk would prepare a letter advising MCC that it wished to 

compulsory purchase the land. 

Both the above to be sent to relevant bodies if Clerk is not notified by 10th November that the sale is to 

be deferred 

 

Compulsory hire 

The Community Council could compulsorily hire the land from Monmouthshire County Council under the 

Smallholding Act 1908. This would have the advantage of not having to wait until the sale was completed as 

the land would be hired directly from MCC 

It was agreed that the Clerk would prepare the document requesting compulsory hire of the land from 

MCC 

To be sent to MCC if Clerk is not notified by 10th November that the sale is to be deferred  

 

Put a bid in on behalf of Community Council 
While the Community Council are not in a position to put in a large bid for the land it was noted that MCC 

do not have to accept the highest bid. If  all else fails the Community Council could put in a low bid at the 

last minute. 

It was agreed that the Clerk will obtain a Tender envelope from MCC in case it is required. 

Bid to be determined by Cllrs and tendered if Clerk is not notified by the 13th November that the sale 

is to be deferred 

 

Advise media 

There is a duty for both Councils to provide allotments. Clearly the Community Council are currently unable 

to do this and MCC want to sell the only suitable available space. This goes against their own ethos in the 

UDP 2006 as well as the Smallholdings and Allotments Act 1908  

It was agreed that the Clerk would prepare information ready for contact with the media 

 

Community Cllrs and members of the public felt that the process leading up to the sale of this land has been 

less than transparent. Communication with MCC has been difficult. Every e mail from the Community 

Council has required a reminder or sometimes two or more to be sent before a response has been received. 

Telephone messages have been unanswered.  

 

Seven copies of letters of applications were sent to MCC in March 2006 at the request of MCC. In July 2008 

the Community Council was informed by County Cllr Down that  no completed  ‘official’ application 

forms had been received  at MCC. Seven official forms were obtained and completed and sent along with 

copies of the original letters of application. These were acknowledged as being received  and sent by the 

CEO to the Estates manager. No response was received from the Estates Manager.  

 

Members of the public who had written directly to MCC  requesting allotments stated that they had not 

received replies or acknowledgements. 

The information could be provided to the Ombudsman for his view 

 

It was felt that MCC had not acted within their legal duties.    
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It was agreed that if a satisfactory outcome was not achieved the Clerk would provide the 

documentation for the Ombudsman for a maladministration case 

 

Judicial review 

 Because of the allegations made it would be possible to ask for a judicial review but all indications are that 

this could prove costly.   

 It was agreed that a judicial review would be too costly to pursue at present                             

C/FWD                                         

 

Minute 2246 Items of local concern-information only 

A register of Candidate Sites which have been put forward for development has been put on MCC’s website  

www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ldpconsultation    

On this site you will find the proposed details of the Assessment Process and Criteria. Any comments should 

be sent to MCC , Development Plans Section by Friday November 21st. The website will not be accessible 

between 1st and 5th November.  

 

The green lane is being used by cars on a regular basis 

  

Short reports from meetings attended 

Minute 2247 One Voice Wales 

Cllr Harvey attended the National OVW. An interesting topic was how Barry Council had reduced its carbon 

footprint. Cllr Harvey will pass details to Cllr Crundwell, Environment Officer. 

 

Cllr Harvey attended then local OVW 

The main areas of discussion were Communication and the importance of the internal audit 

  

Neither Cllr Harvey nor Cllr Morton were able to attend the AONB Study Tour as they had previously 

indicated would be their intention.                                                                             

   

Minute 2248 To consider Financial Matters 

 

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                 

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  395.22 

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                               

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                               110.04 

Stationery and Expenses                                                                            39.35                                                            

MCC  (Community Council election expenses)                                      212.00 

It was resolved to make all payments 

 

 

Minute  2249 Clerk’s report on update of items from previous meetings  

1. Highways  

Replacement safety barrier at the Rhewl, Shirenewton. The target start date is 3rd November.   

A temporary road closure will commence on the 3rd November and will end when the works are completed 

but not after 12th January 2009. When the road is closed traffic will be diverted at The Huntsman towards 

Itton and then down the B4293 to Chepstow. Access will be maintained to properties along the route but no 

through traffic will be allowed, Road closure points will be set up at Barnets Wood on the Chepstow side and 

the forestry picnic area on the Shirenewton side so that these popular recreational areas will remain 

accessible. 

Advanced warning signs will be erected to advise motorists of the arrangements.    COMPLETED                                   

 

http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ldpconsultation
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Road marking at Chepstow/M4 roundabout 

Still awaiting response from SWTRA                                                                                          

C/FWD                                                                                                     
 

Horse and rider signs  

Spoke with Graham Kinsella at MCC. Petition has been received and decision now rests with his boss Mark 

Davies. When decision is made he will contact me                                                                        

C/FWD      

                                                                                             

4.  Traffic Calming /Safe routes to School 

Spoke to Paul Keeble, Traffic. SCC’s Traffic Calming Document has been sent to CAPITA. This is the 

company looking at the safer routes in the community for MCC. 

I was concerned that a public meeting was to take place without  SCC being consulted. Paul Keeble had 

previously told me that MCC would first contact the Local Member then SCC before a public meeting would 

be held. He apologised for the breakdown in communication (meeting now cancelled) and assured me that 

MCC will contact SCC before a public meeting is held                                                                

County Cllr Down informed Members that he has arranged a meeting with Paul Keeble      C/FWD 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

6.  Path behind War Memorial 

As you know, MCC cleared off all the moss last month. The Church arranged for all of the trees to be cut 

back and a very good job was made of it. I have been in discussion with MCC regarding the possibility of a 

handrail and the response is very positive. As the land underneath the footpath belongs to the Church I will 

check with them to make sure that they are happy for a handrail to be put there. If they put this in writing to 

me I will forward this to MCC and there is an excellent chance that this will be done.             

Cllr Saysell will arrange for a letter from the PCC                                                                

C/FWD                                                                                                   

 

7. Wind Turbine Policy 

Still waiting for comments from MCC Planning. I have chased it up                                          

C/FWD  

                                                         

8. Grant monies 

All organisations in receipt of a grant issued with a form to complete detailing how funds were spent. Last 

date for forms to be received by Clerk (before distribution of grants in December) is November 23rd. 

Notices regarding extra money available to all local bodies posted on website, notice boards and Parish 

magazine.                                                                                                                                        

C/FWD 

                                                                                                                                                                             

9. School Route from Mynyddbach to Tan House Court /Fields Association 

The Fields Assoc has signed contracts and paid 10% deposit. They are hoping to complete on the 28th of 

November.  

MCC asked previously that the Fields Association put in writing to them their proposals for diverting the 

footpath and then MCC will arrange a meeting. The Fields Association have put their proposal in writing and 

chased it up with telephone messages but to date have received no response. They are due to chase it up 

again today.                                                                                                                                    

C/FWD 

 

10. Lease on Open Space 

Meeting held with Cllrs , Fields Association and County Cllr Down on October 9th. Lease produced by MCC 

but FA not happy with conditions, not least the fact that MCC want to charge an annual rent of £930 per 

annum, reviewable every 5 years on an upwards only basis.  
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While MCC operates a concessionary rental agreement for up to 95% of the annual rental, this is reviewable 

every three years 

Also the lease states that the land is to be used for public recreation only 

 

                                                                   

 Correspondence 

 1. Local Government Boundary Commission. Review of Council Election Results. 68% of seats were not 

contested. 

Actually the wrong figures were sent out initially. The  overall figure should be 77% and the figure of 

uncontested seats in Monmouthshire was 75%.  

 

2. Welsh Assembly. Guidance on Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 

 

3.Local Health Board. Invitation for a Cllr to attend as representative to a meeting on Monday 10th 

November at 6pm in the Scout Hall in Usk. Purpose of meeting is to outline the progress of the Community  

Based services in Monmouthshire over the past year and to discuss proposals for the shape of the 

Community Based Services in the future. (Please advise the Clerk if you wish to attend) 

 

4. Local health Board. Copies of  Clinical Futures Programme Bulletin September 2008  

 

5. MCC. Summer Holiday Activities 2008 and 2009. Invitation for a Cllr to represent Community Council at 

a meeting to discuss activities held in 2008 and those forthcoming in  2009. Also to look at a consistent 

approach to funding 2009 and future years.    

Meeting date Monday 10th November at 7pm at the Gate House Chepstow 

 

Additional correspondence 

6. Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales - Workshops 2008 

 

1st DEC  at The Hill Aberavon  (also one in Carmarthen)  10.30 - 2.15 

Discussion covers Are Cllrs Numbers to voters right? 

Making clearer communications 

What makes better boundaries? 

What can we do better? 

 

7. Wye Valley AONB  Has produced the draft AONB Management Plan 2009-2014 which can be viewed 

on their website Invitation for Cllrs to comment on  this document also invitation for Cllrs  (2) to attend 

an AONB Management plan seminar on Friday 28th November at The Chase Hotel Ross-on-Wye 9.30 - 

2pm Please let the Clerk know if you wish to attend 

 

 

Minute 2250  To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being December 1st 2008 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………….. 


