
 

1 

                                                                                                                                                                                                

Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on November 12th 2007 at 

Shirenewton Recreation Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                        Ms B Moore 

                              J Harvey                

                             C Crundwell 

                       Mr  R Mitchell       

                              J Eede  

                             C Eickhoff   

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                             K Morton 

 Apologies:  

      Councillor Ms S Bushell 

 

In attendance: 

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council   

                       PC Mason         

                       Ms Alison Broughton 

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                       Five members of the public 

      

                   

Minute 2072    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Police report  
Relevant Dates: From: 16th October 2007  To:     12th November 2007 

From: PC 363 Andrew Mason 

 

CRIMES DATE BRIEF DETAILS 

Theft 

 

 

Burglary Dwelling 

24/10/07 

Wed 

 

10/11/07 

Sat 

Trailer stolen from yard near Dyers’ House, 

overnight. 

 

Between 11.45am and 4.25pm, isolated 

property entered by breaking small pane of 

glass in window. Selected property stolen from 

within. House unoccupied at the time. 

 

RTC’S DATE DETAILS 

Crick Road 09/11/07 

Fri 

Single vehicle RTC 1.45pm, vehicle collided 

with kerb, lost control and collided into tree. 

Minor injury. 
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OTHER DATE DETAILS 

Suspicious vehicle 

 

 

Found Property 

 

 

 

Abandoned vehicle 

31/10/07 

Wed 

 

03/11/07 

Sat 

 

 

08/11/07 

Thurs  

White Mercedes Sprinter Van seen at a vacant 

address in Clearview. Enqs continuing. 

 

Stolen property from burglary on 13/10/07, 

found in bushes near the church. Identified, 

examined by forensics and returned. 

 

Green Kia Pride i/n M588CGF broken down on 

Crick Road, removed by owner.  

 

TASKS DATE DETAILS 

Next Police 

Surgery/Walkabout 

 

Saturday 

17/11/07 

 

PC Mason and a Community Councillor are in 

the Village between 10am and 12midday.  

 

 

 

Minute 2073  To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on  October  15th 2007 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman 

 

Minute 2074  Planning 
 1. Tredegar Farm, Newchurch. 

Conversion of storage building to children’s day nursery, raising ridge height & eaves, decked area, outdoor 

play area & parking turning area. 

Recommend refusal for the following reasons.  

 Building is very near to a public footpath and therefore may not be suitable for a children’s 

nursery. 

 The intention is to accommodate  40-60 children plus staff. This would greatly increase the sewage 

outflow 

 The area of hard standing would be required to be massively increased to accommodate cars. 

 The area would require lighting externally which could have adverse effects on the countryside 

area 

 Traffic access and egress could be hazardous on to the main Usk Road. The entrance to the 

property is on a difficult bend on a fast road. 

 The building to be converted is of modern construction (UDP RE 1 (d))  

        

2. Laurel Cottage, Earlswood  

Conversion of barn to one bedroom dwelling (re-submission) 

 

Recommend Approval 

The Council would wish  the same conditions to apply as they recommended in the original application 

i.e the building remains ancillary to the main property and that the finish on the barn is compatible 

with Laurel Cottage.  

 

3. Chwarae Teg, Usk Road, Shirenewton 

Proposed renovation and extension to existing dwelling 

Recommend approval 

 

 

Planning appeal   Land opposite Brook Cottage. Earlswood 

It was recommended that the Chairman and the Clerk be delegated authority to make representations 
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to the Planning Inspectorate with specific regard to the points raised by the appellant in the Grounds 

of Appeal document 

   

Minute 2075  To consider Financial Matters 

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                 

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  367.50 

Pension contribution for Clerk  

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                102.82 

Stationery and Expenses                                                                             55.02 

Llanfair landscapes (grass cutting play area & Friends Burial)                734.38 

 

It was resolved to make all payments 

 

b) to consider donations to local bodies 

This was discussed at length and it was resolved that for this financial year payments would be made in 

December in accordance with previous years 

Shirenewton Church       £150  

Earls wood Methodist         60  

Earlswood Hope                 60  

Gaerllwyd Chapel               60  

St Peter’s Newchurch         60  

Chepstow CAB                   60  

Recreation Association     300  

Earlswood Hall                 300  

Village Carol Concert         50  

It was resolved to make all donations for this financial year. 

It was further resolved that in future years the payments would not be automatic. Local bodies would 

be invited to apply to the Community Council for grants. A letter to this effect should be sent with the 

cheques in December. Suggestions for the criteria for the grants will be discussed in the December 

meeting 

  

c) to consider figures for precept 

It was resolved to apply for the following in the Precept for 2008/2009 

                                                             £ 

One Voice Wales & SLCC              200 

Audit fees                                          200 

Training                                            100 

Church Clock Maintenance            140 

Insurance Premium                        1500 

Play area grass cutting & 

Maintenance                                      900 

Room Hire                                         180 

Donations to local bodies                1500 

Administration                                  750 

Running Costs                                   500 

Clerks salary                                    4875 

Clerks pension                                   926 

Memorial path cleaning                    160 

Notice board maintenance                  50 

Local Election costs 2008                1000 

Web site set up costs                          200 

 

It was further resolved to wait for other quotes for grass cutting to enable a realistic figure for grass 

cutting to be included. 
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 Items of local concern   

 Minute 2076  Report on site for additional post box for Shirenewton   

A letter had been received from the Royal Mail by Cllr Down. It stated that all delivery points fall within the 

guidelines for the provision of post boxes agreed between Royal Mail and its regulator Postcomm. Royal 

Mail cannot therefore acceed to the Community Council’s request for a second post box 

Cllr Down suggested that the situation should continue to be monitored and if there any further occurrences  

of the post box being full to overflowing then they need to be reported straight away.             COMPLETED 

                                                                

Minute 2077  To receive report on canvassing of residents’ views regarding barrier at Mynyddbach   

The Cllrs charged with carrying out this action had been unable to do so due to pressure of work. However a 

list of questions had been prepared. 

It was resolved that Cllrs Crundwell and Harvey would carry out this survey as soon as possible                 

                                                                                                                                                        C/FWD                                                                                           

 

Minute 2078  To receive update on the Shop from sub-committee                                

Cllr Eickhoff reported that the figures in the Valuation Methodology report that  was discussed at the 

previous meeting was supported by an Accountant. The report had been sent to the Case Officer stating that 

the figures were confidential. The Case Officer stated that the information he required from the Applicants to 

progress the case had not been forthcoming. He said he needs to ascertain a realistic price and look at how it 

is being marketed. In the meantime the case is held in abeyance. 

It was resolved to discuss at the next meeting other options open to the Council                          C/FWD 

 

 

Minute 2079  To consider request from Gwent Police to co-fund the recruitment of further police 

Community Support Officer for the Monmouthshire area. (Document previously circulated to all 

Cllrs) 

It was felt that the amount of money that would be required to be raised in the Precept was unrealistic for a 

small Community. The Police already raise money from their own precept application and it was felt that 

they should continue to do it directly 

It was  resolved that the Clerk would write to the Divisional Commander declining the request 

expressing the views of the Community Council   

 

Minute 2080  To find replacement cover for joint Police/ Community Council meeting on November 

17th 

Cllr Eede will fill this position 

 

Minute 2081  To consider the purchase of wreath for laying at War Memorial on Armistice Day           

The Clerk had previously e mailed all Cllrs with the suggestion that Cllr Harvey, in his role as Chairman, 

purchase and lay a wreath at the War memorial in Shirenewton at the Armistice Day service on behalf of the 

Community Council. There were no objections. 

It was resolved that this would be an annual purchase 

 

Minute 2082  Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Written report as follows handed out at meeting  

1.   Allotments. 

 Still awaiting response as to whether there is to be a review. I have chased up Colin Berg again.                                           

                                                                                                                                           C/FWD 

2.   Highways 
Upper Tump Farm 

 Repaired                                                                                                                COMPLETED 

Cllr Eickhoff commented that it appeared that the repairs had been carried out very well. 

Road from Gaefawr to Penycaemawr 

Work in progress                                                                                                    COMPLETED 
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3.   Play park /Mynyddbach Open Space 
Play Leader at MCC has made arrangements to visit Shirenewton school to speak to the children there about 

their preferences for play equipment. The meeting will be set for January.                                        C/FWD                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                         

4.   Appeals 

Removal of lamp posts at Shirenewton Golf Club. 

Despite the Enforcement Officer  telling me that he was writing to the developer on 12th October  giving him 

21 days to remove the lamp posts, they are still in position 4 weeks later. Guy Delamare is away from the 

office for a few days but I have left messages for him to contact me on his return                         C/FWD  

                                                                                                                                                                

6.   Llanmelin Hill Fort 

 The delay in moving things along was apparently caused by CADW believing that a tenancy agreement had 

to be drawn up. CADW met this morning and decided that a tenancy agreement will not be required. They 

will put this in writing to the Clerk at Caerwent and hopefully progress can now be made towards the 

inaugural meeting of the Management Committee                                                                C/FWD   

                                                                                                 

7.   Shirenewton School Governor 

 I have again spoken with Barrie Hodges at Governor Support MCC. He has now received an e mail from 

Caerwent stating that they support the arrangement for the Community Councils to be represented in 

rotation. However Barrie told me that because they did not actually state in the e mail that they withdraw the 

name of their Cllr and support the Shirenewton Cllr  then the name of the Caerwent Cllr will also be put 

forward!  

Added to this Llangwm has been asked to be included but Barrie Matthews says that he does not know how 

long this will take. The meeting of Governors is on 20th November. If Llangwm are included by that date, 

and if they don’t recognise the agreement, their candidate can be put forward. If Llangwm is not included the 

representatives of Caerwent and Shirenewton will be put forward because MCC have not heard from 

Devauden that they recognise the agreement. MCC will assume that Devauden do not recognise the 

agreement. I am not making this up! 

In an attempt to short circuit what is rapidly becoming a farce, I have contacted Caerwent who will confirm 

by e mail that they withdraw their candidate and support Shirenewton’s candidate as being next in line. I 

have been unable  to make contact with Devauden’s Clerk. The e mail I sent to the Clerk at Llangwm has 

been returned but I have left a telephone message.                                                                             C/FWD                              

 

8.   Interruption of Water supply 

E mail received on 19th Oct stating that agreement was reached on 16th Aug to purchase the new generators. I 

am awaiting details of date of installation.  I have chases again today.                                            C/FWD                              

                                                                                                                                             

9.   Solar powered light at Shirenewton Church 

Still no date available for installation.                                                                                                C/FWD 

The Clerk further reported that she has now heard that the work should be carried out by the end of the 

week.                                                                                                                                           

 

10.   Daffodils                                                                                                                              

These have been delivered to Cllr Harvey for distribution and planting. 

Cllrs Harvey and Eede will plant them  

 

11.   The Rocking Horse  

This has been repaired by MCC at a cost of approximately £50. Tim O’Donovan estimates that the horse 

should have two to three years before ‘being put out to grass’. I have made a bid for grant money towards a 

replacement but this would only be for £1000. It would seem a good idea to budget for this in the precept 

2009/2010.                                                                                                                         COMPLETED               

 

12.   Grass cutting 
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I have spoken to Tim O Donovan  at MCC. All Councils in the County have been asked to pay for the grass 

cutting of land they either own or lease from MCC. This Council was told in a previous meeting that 

Chepstow had sent a letter of objection to MCC and consequently do not have to pay. I understand that the 

land in question is owned by MCC and that is why payment does not have to be made. If it is found that the 

land is leased then a charge will be made. 

 

Regarding Shirenewton playing field, as this is not owned by MCC they will no longer cut it without 

charge. Arrangements can be made for MCC to cut this at a cost of £1723. 

 

The Picnic/play area at Mynyddbach, I am told by MCC is leased by the Community Council. The charge 

for MCC cutting this area is £102. This charge would cover 16 cuts per year. 

 

The Open Space at Mynyddbach is owned by MCC and will continue to be cut for free.   

Alternative arrangements can be made. I have therefore contacted Haines Bros for a quote. 

I also intend to contact Chepstow Cricket Club as they cut the field themselves before matches and I noticed 

that they are also cutting the football pitch before football matches.                                        C/FWD 

 All Cllrs were unhappy with the costs suggested by MCC and would be interested to have the comparison 

figures from Llanfair Landscapes and Chepstow Cricket Club. Suggestions were also made that the Clerk 

contact Shirenewton School and Mathern CC to see if  a more reasonable figure could be obtained jointly. 

 

13.   War Memorial Path 

I arranged for Mr Haines to clear the path in time for the Armistice Day service.    COMPLETED 

Cllrs who attended the  service said that Mr Haines had done a very good job. 

 

14.   Vacant Seat on Community Council 

One candidate has been interviewed and it is hoped that the two remaining candidates will be interviewed 

next week.                                                                                                                    C/FWD 

                                  

Minute 2083   Items of local concern - information only 

Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan Consultation report can be viewed or downloaded from MCC 

website. 

 

Correspondence 

1. Document from the Strong Communities select Committee regarding issues facing the future of Waste 

Collection and Recycling Services. Passed to Cllr Crundwell Environment Officer for comment. 

Cllr Crundwell will complete 

2. Invitation from Chepstow Town Council to a talk and planting demonstration 15th November (previously 

circulated to Cllrs. Cllr Morton will attend)  

3. Letter of thanks, for donation & membership,  from Shirenewton History Society. Also included Event 

programme  

4. Review of Polling Districts, Places & Stations. Letter requesting feedback/comments on any aspect of the 

Community Council’s polling district and polling places within the MCC area. 

5. Monmouth Youth Service. Offer of a presentation to promote  ‘The 10 Entitlements for young people in 

Wales’ 

6. GP Out of Hours Service. Report evaluating the reduction in primary care out of hours centres from six to 

three  (also available at www.monmouthshirelhb.wales.nhs.uk) 

 

Minute 2071  To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being December 3rd 

                                                                                                        Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         Date……………………………….. 

http://www.monmouthshirelhb.wales.nhs.uk/

