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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 14 May 2012 at 8.00 pm  
at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

 
Present: 
 Councillors: 
 Ms L McCombe (Chair) 
 Ms B Moore 
 Mrs C Jones 
 Ms L Prosser  
 Mr K Morton  
 Mr P Moles 
 Mr T Hughes 
 Mr P Harris 
  
 
Also in attendance: 
 County Councillor G Down 
 PC Louise Thorpe and colleague 
 Mrs G MacDonald 
 Mrs H Counsell (Clerk) 
 4 members of the public 
 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
1. Public participation - 4 members of the public attended. 
 
2. Apologies: 
 Cllr D Adams. 
 
3. Police report 
 
PC Thorpe and a colleague attended the meeting and talked through the police 
report that had been previously circulated to Councillors.  There were two reportable 
crimes and a number of minor incidents.  Cllr Moore reported the residents’  issue 
of the noise from scrambler bikes using land at Mynders Cottage.  PC Thorpe 
advised that private land can legally be used, but no complaints had been made to 
the police.  
Cllr Moles reported that noise from motor bikes using the B4245 started at 5am last 
Sunday. C Cllr Down confirmed that traffic speed had been monitored last summer 
and police presence had been increased, he agreed to make a report available to the 
Clerk for circulation.  
 
PC Thorpe further advised that the police will issue press reports in the near future 
regarding off-road biking and will be speaking to landowners. 
 
When discussing Brookacre, PC Thorpe confirmed that she does not include these 
calls in her police report, Councillors requested that she does so in future as this 
would provide the Council with evidence, if required, when reporting back to Mon CC. 
 
PC Thorpe confirmed that there will be a police presence at Shirenewton Fete on 
Saturday 2 June 2012. 
 
Minute 2741 - To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed 
business. 
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None. 
  
Minute 2742 - Minutes of the meeting held on 2.4.12 were approved as a true and 
accurate record and signed by the Chair.  
 
Minute 2743 - Planning. 
 
1. DC/2012/00310,  4 Tan House Court, Shirenewton.  
Single storey extension (kitchen) and loft conversion. 
This Council recommended approval. 
 
2.  DC/2012/00195  New Mill, Earlswood 
Construction of a garden store. 
This Council recommended approval in principle, but made the observation 
that the construction should be on a smaller scale and on the existing 
footprint. 
 
3.  DC/2012/00153 Tredegar Court, Newchurch Court, Earlswood 
Subdivision of Tredegar Court into 3 separate dwellings (semidetached barn 
conversions). 
This Council recommended refusal because of lack of information in the plans 
to make a reasonable decision.  Cllr McCombe to contact the Planning Officer 
to request an extension to the next meeting. 
 
4.  DC/2012/00214 Old Post Office, Ditch Hill Lane, Shirenewton 
Change of defunct post office to residential dwelling. 
This Council recommended approval. 
 
Minute 2744 - To consider the co-option process.   
 
The recent election process resulted in a vacancy for a Councillor at Mynyddbach.   
It was agreed that the Clerk advertise the vacancy to all residents in the Parish News 
and on Council notice boards in the four wards, with a closing date of 20.6.12.  The 
following Councillors were appointed to interview applicants - Cllrs McCombe, Jones, 
Moore and Hughes. 
 
Minute 2745 - Village Green Public Inquiry update 
 
Cllr Jones advised that a response was expected between 6 - 8 weeks from the 
Inquiry, we are 7 week in at present and no response has been received as yet. She 
reminded Councillors that even if the case is won, Mon CC will still have the final 
decision. 
 
Minute 2746 - Queen Elizabeth 11 initiative 
 
Cllr Moore reported that she and Cllr McCombe met with Mike Moran of Mon CC and 
were all of the opinion that there was nothing detrimental in making an application for 
the recreation field to be registered under this initiative.  An application has been 
submitted.  Cllr Moore is to re-submit an article to the June issue of the Parish News 
advising residents that if they wish to object to the application, it could be withdrawn 
at a later stage. 
 
Cllr Moore further advised that a second application at Cherry Close, Mynyddbach 
was not pursued as the ownership of the land was not established, Mon CC’s Legal 
Department is pursuing this.  Cllr Hughes informed the Council that a Public Inquiry 
had been held on the ownership of this site in around 1961, he gave evidence at the 
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Inquiry and confirmed that the ground had been passed Shirenewton Parish Council. 
 
 
Minute 2747 - Village Shop survey 
 
In the absence of Cllr Adams, Cllr Moore presented the findings of the survey.  Of 
the 350 questionnaires issued, there had been 92 responses (26%), which was felt to 
be quite a low response.  C Cllr Down assured the Council that he felt this had been 
an active pre-election issue. 
 
The Chair suggested that this could be an opportunity for the Council to step back 
from this issue and let the community take it over.  Cllr Down asked, if this was the 
case, how he stood with progressing the one Housing Association that is still 
pursuing the viability of a village shop.  The Housing Association would need surety 
of rent either by lease from the Council or be underwritten by local business.  Cllr 
Moles offered to talk with other local businessmen and report back to the next 
meeting. 
 
Minute 2748- consideration of financial matters. 
 
Expenditure (by Standing Order) 
 
Pension - April 2012       £  97.72 
 
Items for payment 
 
Skyburst Illuminations (Fireworks)     £1020,00 
 
Clerk’s salary/allowances  - April 2012    £402.20 
 
Clerk’s April expenses      £   79.39 
 
Inland Revenue  - April 2012      £  78.26 
 
Mrs C Jones, Village Green Inquiry expenses   £  122.45 
 
Noah’s Ark Appeal donation      £   50.00 
 
Society of Local Council Clerks membership    £   97.00 
 
 
Two Standing Orders for Clerk’s salary and tax were not accepted by the bank, 
replacement SO’s were signed and will be resubmitted. 
 
Replacement bank mandate for changes in cheque signatories to be signed at the 
next meeting. 
 
 
 
Minute 2749 - to receive the Clerk’s Report. 
 
1. Best Kept Village Competition 2012 
 Clerk updated the Council on current progress and advised that a further 
 article has been drafted for the June issue of the Parish News.  Cllr Jones 
 advised that there is a precept to spend £100 on plants etc for the village 
 planters - it was agreed to increase this to £150.  Cllr Jones offered to take 
 this on, Cllrs Prosser, Hughes and C Cllr Down agreed to assist. Clerk to 
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 request street cleaning at the end of May and make enquiries about 
 checking/clearing the footpaths. 
  
2. War memorial grants - Cllr Jones offered to progress the two grants that 
 have been submitted. 
 
3. Data Protection - No further response from Allianz Insurance - Clerk to 
 pursue. 
 
4. Joint meeting held between Shirenewton CC, Caerwent CC and the 
 MoD on 8.5.12 at Caerwent Village Hall. - minutes not yet received, but  
Cllr  Moore reported that the Colonel was considering curtailing car rallies whilst a 
 survey at all MoD sites throughout Britain is being carried out. Cllr Moore 
 made the point at the meeting that this would have a significant effect on the 
 local economy. 
  
 Cllr Moore advised that the Wormtech site had also been discussed and was 
 being kept under close scrutiny by the Environment Agency.  Wormtech will 
 be moving from the site at some point. 
 
 Next joint meeting to be held at Caerwent Village Hall on 20 November 2012 
 at 6pm, followed by a curry supper provided by the MoD. 
 
 
Minute 2750 - Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations 
 
 Progress for the event on 4th June had been slow due to the recent elections 
 and changeover in Council members, discussion took place on the viability of 
 the event and it was agreed to contact the previous organising Councillors 
 before deciding whether to continue with it, as there was no indication of the 
 numbers of people attending and several Councillors would be unable to 
 attend on the night.  Cllr Moles offered assistance and agreed to contact Mr 
 Clark and advise Clerk of his  response. I was felt that as the event 
had been  previously advertised then it should take place in some form, to 
include  lighting of the beacon followed by the firework display. 
 
Minute 2751 - To receive items of correspondence. 
 
 
1. An invitation from the Chair of Mon CC  to attend an Olympic Torch reception 
 at the Shire Hall, Monmouth on Friday 25 May at 10am - both the Chair and 
 Vice Chair were unable to attend - Clerk to respond. 
 
2. E-mail from Bill Clark regarding complaint re. Scramblers was dealt with 
under  the Police Report - Clerk to respond. 
 
3. Booklets from Wye Valley AONB were distributed. 
 
4. Issues of the Good Councillors Guide were distributed to new Councillors. 
 
 
 
Minute 2752 - Items of local concern 
 
Cllr Hughes stated his concern at recent criticism of the Council’s communication 
with the community, which he felt was unfounded.  He was of the opinion that only 
the agreed minutes of meetings should be publicised as any other information is the 
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conjecture of the author. It was noted that the Agenda and ‘draft’ minutes of each 
meeting are placed on the community notice boards and ‘draft’ minutes on the 
website. Clerk to also send the Agenda to the webmaster. 
 
Cllr Jones asked for confirmation that the Council would not be manning a stall at the 
village fete on 2.6.12.  This was confirmed and Councillors agreed to congregate at 
the police stand. 
 
Cllr Jones advised that Mon CC had cut the grass on the recreation field following a 
particularly wet Bank Holiday weekend and had cut the whole of the field, including 
the cricket pitch, making it unplayable for Chepstow Cricket Club.  Clerk to contact 
Tim O’Donovan of Mon CC to make a complaint, remind him of the contractual 
agreement and request a cut during the week preceding the fete on 2.6.12. 
 
Cllr Harris felt that the public would feel more included if the tables at Council 
meetings were laid out in a ‘u’ shape, facing the public seating.  This was agreed. 
 
Cllr McCombe reported back on tree felling along Bluebell Road.  This had taken 
place under the auspices of Mon CC and the Forestry Commission. Cllr McCombe 
had reported directly back to the concerned resident. 
 
Minute 2753 - to discuss renewal of the Recreation Hall lease. 
 
Cllr Moore advised that the lease is due for renewal in January 2013 and would be 
likely to take 6 months to finalise.  A sub committee was formed to liase with the   
Recreation Association Committee consisting of Cllrs Moles and Prosser.  Cllrs 
Moore and Jones are also members of this Committee. 
 
Minute 2754 - to discuss rental of the community field at Earlswood. 
 
A letter had been received informing the Council that Mr Hodges was giving up his 
rental of the land through ill health. It was agreed that before advertising the 
availability of the ground, Cllrs Hughes and Morton would check the condition of 
fences etc, and Cllr Morton will check the current charges for commercial rent. 
 
C Cllr Down reported that he had been approached by a resident regarding play 
facilities at Earlswood, but Councillors agreed that this would not be a suitable site. 
Cllr Morton suggested the old coal yard behind Earlswood Village Hall. Clerk to 
agenda this item for further discussion at the June meeting. 
 
Minute 2739 - Short reports on meetings attended. 
 
Cllr McCombe attended the One Voice Wales S E Area meeting on 12.4.12 and will 
e-mail her notes on the meeting to Councillors. 
 
Mr D James, Rural Housing Enabler for Monmouthshire and South Powys had given 
a presentation on affordable housing in Monmouthshire and Cllr McCombe felt it may 
be useful for the Council to bear the RHE in mind when considering affordable 
housing in Shirenewton. 
 
OVW training sessions are being developed on the Code of Conduct and Induction 
for new councillors, they should be available from June 2012.  Cllr McCombe 
encouraged Councillors to attend training session and was supported by C Cllr Down 
who said the Code of Conduct training was particularly important.  Clerk to contact 
Caerwent CC to find their interest in attending joint training sessions if these could be 
arranged. 
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The Independent Remuneration Panel will be issuing a draft report on Councillors 
expenses at the end of July 2012. 
 
 
Date of next meeting:  Monday 11June 2012 at 7.30pm at Shirenewton Recreation 
Hall. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 10.55pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


