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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on May 12th 2008 at Shirenewton 

Recreation Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                        Ms B Moore 

                              K Morton 

                             J Harvey 

                        Mrs B Leaf  

                        Mrs S Saysell 

                               R Mitchell 

                                J Eede 

                         Mrs E McCombe 

 Apologies:  

      Councillors C Eickhoff 

                          C Crundwell   

                           PC Cowburn 

 

                           In attendance: 

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council  

                          Ms Alison Broughton       

                          Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                          1 member of the public     

      

Minute 2161     To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None disclosed 

 

Police report  
Police Report for April   

1/4/08 - House alarm Shirenewton - fault. 

10/4/08 - Road accident outside the Huntsman - minor injuries.  

19/4/08 - Overnight burglary at a house in Shirenewton.  

22/4/08 - Vehicle hit building Prysgau picnic site Nr Shirenewton.  

23/4/08 - Roof fire at a farm near Shirenewton.  

24/4/08 - Elderly female fallen over at a house in Shirenewton. 

28/4/08 - 2 horses loose on the Crick Road - diverted into field.  

28/4/08 - Accidental 999 call by young child Earlswood. . 

 

The surgery was disappointing. No approaches by members of the public, either at the Village Hall or in the 

village. The next surgery will be in July. 

 

Meetings are currently advertised on the local notice boards, the Parish magazine, Community Council 

website and in the local press.  

Cllr Moore will advertise the surgeries via Neighbourhood Watch meetings and also on the stand at 

the  forthcoming Fete.  

 

 
 

 

Minute 2162 To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on  April  7th 2008 

The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman 
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Minute 2163  Planning 

The following applications were discussed:- 

 

Quarry Cottage, Great House Farm, Earlswood 

Stable block with parking and riding area. 

Recommend approval with observation that floodlighting would not be appropriate 

 

Yew Tree Cottage, Mynyddbach. 

Detached garage   

It was resolved that Cllrs McCombe and Harvey will visit the site and report their findings to the 

Clerk who was empowered to report the findings to MCC  

 

Agricultural notification 

Great House Farm, Earlswood 

Construction of hay barn                                                         

 

New cases on Enforcement list 

Llwn-Celyn Farm 

Shirenewton 

Shirenewton Tipping, Forming Track and Importing Materials on site 

 

Closed cases on enforcement list 

Shirenewton Pant-y-cosyn Farm Usk Road Shirenewton 25/02/2008 / 7 

 Siting of caravan for residential purposes 

14-Mar-2008    No Breach 

 

Llwn-Celyn Farm 07/03/2008 / 5 

Shirenewton 

Shirenewton Tipping, Forming 

14-Mar-2008    No Breach 

 

Minute 2164 To consider Financial Matters 

a)  Bills presented for payment:-                                                                  £                                 

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  395.22 

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                                 110.04 

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                 

Stationery and Expenses                                                                            20.14 

Allianz Insurance Annual premium                                                       1487.81 

Clock maintenance                                                                                  129.25 

Internal audit fee P Brabon (donated to Noah’s  

Ark Appeal                                                                                                

50.00 

MCC Annual Engineering Inspection fee                                                 76.38 

It was resolved to make all payments 

 

b) From the annual inspection of the playground there were a list of essential repairs to be carried out. MCC 

had quoted £898 plus VAT to carry out the work but a local builder would charge approximately £200 less.       

It was resolved to engage the local builder to carry out the work                                          

C/FWD 

 

Items of local concern   

 

Minute 2165   To receive report on business plan for village shop                                          
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C/FWD 

 

Minute 2166   To receive report from Environment sub committee                                        

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2167  To receive report on meeting with Enforcement officer 

Cllr Morton reported that he had met with Guy Delamare to point out the areas of concern. He has opened up 

a new case on the Golden Valley issues and informed the Rights of Way department about further issues.  

The Council was asked to supply further information on their concerns about the boundary at New Mill, the 

work at Chapel House, Earlswood and Yew Tree Cottage. 

The Enforcement Officer said that he is still having difficulty in obtaining details of the owner of the lane 

adjacent to the Recreation field. It was noted by some Cllrs that since the provision of the new surface the 

lane was being used by a number of people. It appears that there is no issue with the lane itself, only with the 

increased opening onto the Highway and the removal of hedgerow.             

It was agreed that the Chairman will seek to have a chat to Mr Adams who is farming the land and 

explain the position if the Community Council.                                                                          

C/FWD 

             

Minute 2168 To consider installation of dog waste bins 

The Clerk informed Members that bins would cost in the region of £150 -£200  each. Weekly emptying of 

the bins would cost £2.50 each. It was felt that where dog fouling signs had been put up, the problem was  

limited. Responsible dog owners are picking up their dog’s waste and taking it away. There is a problem  

area going towards the school where there are no signs. 

It was resolved that the Clerk would arrange the installation of signs in this area and also contact the 

Dog Warden to make random checks. The situation will be reviewed in six months.             

C/FWD        

 

Minute 2169 To receive report on Llanmelin Hill Fort 

Cllrs Eede, Harvey and Morton and members of  Caerwent Community Council, as the Management 

Committee for the Hill Fort, attended a site meeting with a Forestry Officer. They discussed where the 

limited car parking and access to the site should be. Cllr Harvey confirmed that CADW will continue to 

maintain the site and cut the grass six times a year. It will be advertised as an amenity site but unfortunately 

it will not be suitable for wheelchair access. The site is at it’s peak at the moment and is well worth a visit. 

The Forestry Commission will look at the grants that are available to carry out a full review and report back 

to the Management Committee. The grants would have to be applied for by the Management Committee. 

The  Management Committee is now awaiting the report from the Forestry Officer 

 

Minute 2170 Clerk’s report 

1. Play area Equipment. 

Cllr Leaf and I met with the design rep today and she provided a quote on the basic specifications and a plan 

of what the play area could look like.. 

The quote provided for all new equipment (retaining existing swings) and flooring. The overall artificial area 

would be increased by taking the seat further back to the boundary. Increasing the artificial area would 

drastically cut down on the grassed area thereby reducing the mole problem.  

Cllr Leaf is to speak to the School and Playgroup to find out the reaction to the type of equipment that has 

been quoted for and to ascertain exactly what the children would wish to see in the play area.  

Cllr Leaf and I will speak with various funding bodies to look at the possibilities of grants. 

This is very much a starting point. The quote is for £65000, but of course this is dependant on the equipment 

we choose.                                                                                                                             

C/FWD    

 

2. Seminar on Developing Village Shops. 

As I previously informed you via e mail, I contacted the organisers and spoke to Rhydian who was very 

helpful. He seems to think that this would suit Shirenewton’s situation. The event was organised at the 
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request of a village community in Brechfa, Carmarthenshire. They set up a village shop in the same 

circumstances and now run it successfully with volunteers working on a two hour rota. As well as members 

of this Community being present there will be other organisations that can be called on for advice. There is 

no set Agenda for the day as it is intended to run to cover the needs of the people who attend.   

                                                                                                                                                

COMPLETED 

3. Helicopter pads. 

I spoke to MCC on the policy and I was told that as there are so few requests they do not have a policy.  

In particular I spoke to Enforcement about the application for the helicopter pad at The Oaks, Shirenewton 

which appeared on the weekly list of Completed Enforcement cases. This clearly stated ‘Planning application 

approved’ However it appears that this was a slip of the finger as the wrong button was pressed! It should 

have read ’Breach terminated.’  

The helicopter pad had been installed without planning permission. It was reported to Enforcement who 

decided that the pad was too near the property and it has now been filled in by the owner.                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                  

COMPLETED 

 

4. Best Kept Village 

The sub committee held a meeting on 14th April at the Tan House. Unfortunately only two members of the 

sub committee were able to attend. Residents had been approached and there were volunteers to cover every 

area.  

MCC has agreed to trim trees at entrance to Clearview  

Notices served  on occupiers to cut back hedges on Hill View Cottage and property adjacent to right of way 

from Newton Manor to main road. 

MCC will also cut back and treat stump of buddliah bush at Tan House Court. 

I have requested the road sweeper but have been told that Shirenewton is programmed to be cleaned but they 

cannot provide a date. 

The sub committee will now arrange for a working party to address any areas that require attention. It is 

hoped that the work will be carried out during the last week in May. ALL VOLUNTEERS WELCOME!   

Cllr Moore reported that she was very encouraged by the responses from the volunteers. The Clerk and 

Cllr Moore will now compile a list of problem areas and  discuss dates for the last week in May. Working 

parties will then be set up for the last week in May.                                                                  

C/FWD 

                                                                                                                                                      

5. Increase in number of large lorries travelling through  Shirenewton 

Before I went on holiday I had several phone calls about the increase in the number of lorries carrying skips 

from the firm of Woodstock. Apparently they were turning right at the bollards at the TA and going down 

Ditch Hill. On the return journey they were braking hard at the junction and were very noisy. I was told that 

they were running about every twenty to thirty minutes and were running at 8.30 pm. 

I reported this to MCC and have received a response saying  that the lorries cannot be stopped using the 

Highway unless there is a weight restriction on it. Enforcement will check to see if there are any licensing 

issues with this matter.  

I believe that weight restriction was part of the Traffic Calming Measures that this Community Council 

presented to MCC. 

Cllr Down stated that there had been some licensing issues with Woodstock. He felt that the increase in 

traffic may have been because the firm were moving substances to other sites in an effort to comply with 

regulations. It seems that the problem has now ceased.                                                 

COMPLETED  
 

 

Bus Shelter at Mynyddbach 

This has now been rebuilt to a very good standard by John Saysell. I have spoken to  Allianz Insurance and 

they are corresponding with the third party who caused the damage to recover costs.  

There are three other bus shelters in the area and Cllr Morton agreed to look at the those to assess their 
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current state.                                                                                                                                 

C/FWD                                                                                                                                

 

                                                                                                                   

Minute 2171  Items of local concern (information only)  

The railings on the path to school require repair/replacement 

 

Cllr Harvey will obtain details of training course for new Cllrs 

   

It was suggested that a list of assests should be comiled  

                                                                     

Correspondence 

1.  Invitation to stakeholder conference 9am - 1pm 22nd May  at Chepstow Race Course 

Cllrs Harvey and McCombe to attend 

2.  Monmouthshire Local Development Plan (Draft sustainability Appraisal incorporating strategic 

environmental assessment) - Scoping report  

3.  Notice of One Voice Wales 2008 Conference and AGM at Pontrhydyfendigaid on Saturday 11th October.   

Member Council are invited to propose a maximum of two motions by 19th June. 

 C/FWD for suggestions for motions to June                                                                      

 

  

 

Minute 2172  To confirm date next meeting as June 2nd 2008 

 

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………….. 


