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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 4 March 2013 at 7.30 pm  
at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

 
Present: 
 Councillors: 
 Mrs L McCombe (Chair) 
 Ms B Moore 
 Mrs C Jones 
 Mrs L Prosser 
 Mr I Moore 
 Mr K Morton 
   
Also in attendance: 
 County Councillor G Down 
 Mrs G MacDonald 
 Mrs H Counsell (Clerk) 
  
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  
 
1 Public participation -  There were seven members of the public present 
 who were interested in planning applications. 
 
2. Apologies were received and accepted from:  Councillors P Harris,  
 P Moles, D Adams and T Hughes. 
 
3. To receive the police report. 
 
The police report had been distributed prior to the meeting but no officers were 
available to attend, therefore Item 4 on the agenda ‘Cold Calling Control Zones’ will 
be discussed at the next meeting in April. 
 
The main item of note on the police report was the driver of a white van with Irish 
number plates approaching residents and offering chainsaws and equipment for sale.  
Police advice was not to purchase the items offered and to contact the police via the 
101 system with any information. 
 
Council discussed the issue of a particular car parked in Shirenewton, which has 
been discussed at several previous meetings and agreed that as there are no 
parking restrictions in place and the car is not parked illegally, the police can take no 
further action, therefore the Council is unable to pursue this further. 
 
Minute 2896 - To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed 
business. 
Cllr L McCombe - Agenda item 7 (Planning, Item 1)   
Cllrs C Jones and B Moore - Agenda item 9 (Small grant applications) 
  
Minute 2897 - Minutes of the meeting held on 4 February 2013 were approved and 
duly signed by the Chair. 
 
Minute 2898 - To consider planning applications received. 
Cllr L McCombe declared an interest in the following application and left the room. 
1.  DC/2012/01033 Four Acre Fields, Great House Farm  
 Agricultural shed. 
Council heard that 5 of 8 residents neighbouring this property had raised objections 
regarding the size and skyline location of the proposed shed. Although the 
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application suggests agricultural use of the site, the land has been used for 
equestrian purposes since 2001. 
The applicant attended the meeting and spoke on behalf of the proposal to upgrade 
the registered small holding to a viable agricultural business. 
Three members of the public also spoke on the detrimental impact and size of the 
proposed structure. 
This Council recommends refusal. 
Cllr Mc Combe re-entered the room following the discussion. 
 
2.  DC/2013/00089  8 Clearview, Shirenewton (BM) 
Demolish garage and conservatory.  Build new garage, two storey rear extension 
and porch. 
The applicant attended the meeting and spoke on behalf of the proposal. Council 
considered it to be proportionate to  the property and there had been no objections 
from neighbours. 
This Council recommends approval, subject to ‘build over’ agreement approval 
from Welsh Water. 
 
3.  DC/2013/00064  ‘The Granary’, Shirenewton (KM) 
Single storey side extension. 
This Council recommends approval, but would have preferred a pitched roof. 
 
4.  DC/2013/00127  Gaerlllwyd Farm (LMcC) (Replacement for DC/2012/01010) 
Change of use of redundant agricultural  building into a dwelling. 
Council made the same recommendation of approval as for the previous 
application DC/2012/01010 with the observation that there was still no change of use 
application for the 6 metres of field to be used as a garden, and their concerns over 
further sharing of the limited water supply. 
 
Minute 2899 - Finance - to consider items for payment  
 
Expenditure (by Standing Order) 
 
Clerk’s salary/allowances  - February 2012    £429.40 
Clerk’s Pension (Council & Clerk’s contribution) - February 2012 £105.76  
 
Items for payment 
 

Payee Reason for expenditure Amount Cheque No. 

Clerk Expenses for February 2013 65.90 101094 

Land Registry Registration of QEII field 80.00 101095 

Llanfair 
Landscapes 

Installation of field gate at 
Earlswood 

320.00 101096 

    

 
 
The Council resolved to make all payments as listed. 
 
Minute 2900 -  To consider small grant applications from the 2012/2013 
budget. 
 
Cllrs Jones and B Moore had both declared an interest and took no part in the 
following discussion. 
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Eight applications had been received from local organisations for the available £300.  
All applications were considered and the funding allocated as follows: 
1st Shirenewton Guides   - £50 
Shirenewton PCC   - £50 
St Peter’s Church, Newchurch  - £50 
Shirenewton WI   - £50 
Shirenewton Brownies  - £40 
Earlswood Valley Methodist Chapel  - £30 
Shirenewton Local History Society    - £30 
Shirenewton Playgroup  - Nil 
 
Minute 2901 -  To consider an annual incremental increase to the Clerk’s 
salary from 1.4.13. 
 
The Clerk and all non-members of the Council left the room during this discussion. 
 
Council approved increasing the Clerk’s salary from Spinal Column Point 16 to SCP 
17 (pro rata) from 1 April 2013. 
 
The Clerk and other non-members of the Council returned to the room. 
 
Minute 2902 - To discuss local commemoration of World War 1.  
 
Cllr Jones reported that she had no update on this at the present time. Item to remain 
on the agenda for future meetings. 
 
 
Minute 2903 - To discuss increasing the Council’s profile/website. 
 
Information had been received from One Voice Wales that website funding is to be 
made available from Welsh Government to Mon CC, which will amount to £500 per 
Town and Community Council. Further details on the project have been requested 
and the Council will consider further as information becomes available. 
 
Minute 2904 - To consider a response to the Single Integrated Plan 
consultation (Mon CC). 
 
Council agreed to make no response. 
  
Minute 2905 - Items of local concern 
 
 It was reported that the site of the Tan House pub was looking unsightly - Cllrs 

Prosser and Jones agreed to visit the owner to discuss. 
 It was reported that local people are putting dog mess bags in general litter bins 

and the bin near the Tan House pub has been overflowing.  CC G Down to 
enquire about installing a larger bin or having it emptied more regularly. 

 Council was informed that the owner was happy to purchase the phone box 
outside the Old Post Office for £1 and lease it to the Council for a peppercorn 
rent. Members were also advised that both the WI and SLHS are interested in 
using the phone box as a lending library and source of local information. Council 
felt it more appropriate for SHLS to take this forward and agreed in principle to 
assist SHLS with initial refurbishment costs.  Council further agreed to take on 
the ownership if other organisations failed to.  Cllr Jones to check the status of 
other phone boxes in the community. 

 It was reported that Earlswood Hall has had the heating system renewed and 
suggested that the Council hold meetings there.  This was decided against as it 
had been tried in the past and meant that most Councillors and members of the 
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public had further to travel when attending meetings. 
 It was noted that there is no road sign for Earlswood at Cock a Roosting.  CC G 

Down agreed to pursue this with the Highways Dept. 
 Unavoidable potholes and the poor condition of the road surfacing at Earlswood 

was discussed again.  CC Down to pursue with Highways Dept, he also 
reminded those present that these issues can be reported direct to Mon CC by 
members of the public. 

 Disposal of increasing effluent from a local stables was discussed and CC Down 
agreed to take up this issue with Environmental Health. 

 CC Down reported back on the results of two recent planning appeals for the 
installation of wind turbines in the community, he advised that the appeal for Red 
Barn Farm had been dismissed and will not go ahead, but the appeal for Coombe 
Farm had been upheld, subject to some conditions. 

 The Chair reminded members that the Annual Meeting of the Council will be held 
in May when a new Chair and a Vice Chair will need to be elected for 2013/2014.  
She asked members to give this some prior consideration. 

 
Minute 2906 - To receive the Clerk’s Report 
 
1. Poor Land field -   Clerk has obtained the Land Registry application form 
 and accompanying information. Cllr Jones agreed to assist with the 
 application. 
 
 Gate to field installed by the Haines brothers on 13 Feb 2013.  They 
 expressed an interested in renting this field if it is available. Sub-committee 
 to arrange to meet to discuss the future of this field and report back to the 
 May meeting. 
 
2. Charter re-launch Action Plan - submission made on behalf of SCC on 
 6.2.13. Key points for this Council being - keep it achievable initially and 
 concentrate on Consultation, Communication, Planning/Enforcement and 
 Highways. Develop the Charter further as key points become embedded in 
 good practice.  
 
3. QE 11 Fields Challenge - Commemorative plaque received from the Fields 
 in Trust.  Clerk has completed the Land Registry application - to be 
 submitted with fee payment. 
 
4. Notice boards at Gaerllwydd and Mynyddbach - maintenance to be 
 undertaken by Spencer Hughes, but recent prolonged bad weather has 
 prevented the  work from being done yet. 
 
5. Notification of the Clerk’s annual leave from 17 - 24 April 2013 (1 week). 
 
6. Request to purchase new printer -  current printer does not work, Clerk is 
using her own.  HP Deskjet 3520 (Print/copy/scan) available from PC World website 
for £59.99; same price on E-bay.  Council approved the purchase. 
  
Minute 2907 - To receive items of correspondence 
 
1.  Letter from Chair of Mon CC (CC Maureen Powell) 
 Invitation to the Chair to a Music Showcase at Monmouth Leisure Centre at 7pm              
on Friday 15 March in aid of St David’s Hospice Care and Air Ambulance Wales.  
No members were available to attend. 
 
2.  ‘Walk for Life’ Kidney Wales Foundation.  Sunday 24 March 2013. 
Requesting we organise a Walk for Life to support families affected by kidney 
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disease or renal failure, or make a donation. This was not pursued. 
 
3.  Letter from Neil Fuller, Chairman of Forresters  Car Club to advise of the 
Marshall and Hicks Print Media Motor Rally at Caerwent Training Area on Sunday 24 
March 2013. They have a limited number of places available on the day when an 
event official will give a brief tour and explain how the rallies operate. Members to let 
the Clerk know if they wish to attend. 
 
4.  E-mail from Mathern CC (26.2.13) to advise that they are considering the 
purchase of a speed detection device at a cost of £3480 and are checking whether 
local CC’s wish to share the cost.  They are checking whether Highways would 
move the device around the communities at no charge.  
 
This Council had considered a similar project in the past and decided against 
contributing towards the purchase. 
 
 
Minute 2908- To present short reports from meetings attended. 
 
- Cllr McCombe reported back on this Council’s response to the Mon CC review of 
community and boundary arrangements.  
 
- Cllr McCombe reported back on the Mon CC LDP Pre-Hearing meeting held on 
26.2.13 and attended by Cllrs McCombe, Jones and I Moore. The Inspector outlined 
the procedure for the Examination meetings which will take place on 7, 8, 10, 16 May 
and 5 June 2013, the same Councillors will attend relevant meetings, with Cllr 
McCombe being registered to speak on behalf of this Council. 
 
Date of next meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Monday 8 April 2013 at 
7.30pm at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 
 
Meeting closed at 10.30pm. 
 
 


