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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 5 March 2012 at 7.30pm  
at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

 
Present: 
 Councillors: 
 Ms S Squires (Chair) 
 Ms L McCombe 
 Ms B Moore 
 Ms B Leaf 
 Mr J Eede 
 Mr J Harvey 
 Mr D Adams 
 Mr C Eickhoff 
 Mr K Morton 
 Mr W Clark 
 
Apologies: 
 None. 
 
Also in attendance: 
 County Councillor G Down 
 Ms G MacDonald 
 Mrs H Counsell (Clerk) 
 16 members of the public 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
Police report 
 
PC Thorpe was unable to attend the meeting or circulate a report this month. 
 
Minute 2710 - To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed 
business. 
 
Cllr Eickhoff - Applications for annual donations. 
Cllr Morton - “                “                “               “ 
Cllr Moore - “                “                “               “ 
Cllr Clark - “                “                “               “ 
Cllr McCombe - “                “                “               “ 
Cllr Leaf - “                “                “               “ 
  
Minute 2711 - To approve and sign minutes of the meetings held on 6.2.12 and 
16.2.12. 
 
The minutes of 6.2.12 were approved as a true and accurate record subject to three 
amendments. The Chair made the alterations, then signed the minutes. Minutes of 
16.2.12 were approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
Minute 2712 - Minute 2699 - Village Green Public Inquiry. 
 
The Chair reminded all present of the Public Inquiry to be held at Earlswood Village 
Hall on 26/27/28 March 2012 from 10am - 5pm each day and asked Councillors to 
encourage as many residents as possible to attend. The Chair also acknowledged 
the enormous amount of time and energy that Carole Jones has put into this issue 
and thanked her for her support. 
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Cllr Clark advised that Mon CC had appointed a barrister to adjudicate with separate 
counsel to represent Mon CC. Councillors felt that this Council should be circulated 
with the names of barristers concerned, their chambers and specialities. 
 
The Chair advised of Mon CC’s appropriation of 0.25 acres of land at Mynyddbach, 
which had been notified recently in the Free Press.  Mon CC is to re-run the 
consultation and as the original date for the submission of letters, etc was 1.3.12, 
residents need to be mobilised to resubmit for the second consultation. 
 
When asked why Mon CC would need to appropriate land it already owns, County 
Cllr Down advised that a planning application had been refused, then appealed and a 
Public Inquiry held in the village hall, however it was the Inspector’s decision to allow 
the appeal. Plans are in place for two affordable houses on part of the land.  If the 
land is appropriated, it trumps a Village Green application. C Cllr Down has objected 
to Mon CC appropriating the land and offered to circulate a copy of his letter to Cllrs.  
He is of the opinion that Mon CC should await the outcome of the Public Inquiry. 
 
Minute 2713 - Planning. 
 
DC/2012/00051 South Grove, Earlswood.  Replacement garage store. 
This Council recommends approval. 
 
DC/2012/00038 Nook Bungalow, Earlswood. Demolition of existing bungalow, 
garage and replacement with new dwelling and carport. 
 
Councillors discussed the design and materials of the building, the ANOB boundary, 
the 2 metre level above the flood plain and the type of sewage system.  Mr Hall 
(owner) attended the meeting and was invited to respond to Councillors questions. 
This Council recommends approval. 
 
DC/2011/01204 The Grondra, Itton.  Timber stacking and loading area in Grondra 
Great Wood. 
This Council recommends approval. 
 
Minute 2714 - Village Shop proposal 
 
Cllr Moore stated that the Council needs to address the fundamental issue of the 
recreation field covenant and should give serious consideration to discussing lifting or 
varying the covenant.  
 
Councillors discussed the intention of the Deed of Gift for recreational purposes and 
were advised by Cllr Clark that although it is specified that the land may not be used 
for political meetings or gatherings, there is no protection on the land, therefore no 
legal obstacle for the Council to use the land as it sees fit. 
 
There was concern that a building on the site may lead to a precedent and could 
allow housing. As the recreation field is outside the village boundary, it has some 
protection.  Also this Council owns the land and has no intention of allowing housing 
development on it. Cllr Eickhoff recommended that the covenant be varied to further 
protect the field. Cllr McCombe felt that the ethos of the covenant was that the land 
be used for recreational purposes and that the best protection was to leave the 
covenant alone.  Cllr Moore felt it incumbent on the Council to keep the covenant as 
any variation could make the ground vulnerable in the future.  Members of the public 
supported this view. 
 
At this point Mrs C Jones circulated a letter from Twomlow Solicitors and Advocates 
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giving their perspective on the issue. 
 
There were further discussions and questions asked of Cllr Eickhoff on the proposed 
lease arrangements for a shop, the suitability of the site, retention of recreation 
amenities and the consequences if the shop failed. 
 
Cllr Harvey felt that when the ground was originally left to the village by the Liddel 
family they wanted an amenity that would benefit all.  He felt that the covenant had 
served well so far and it would be wise to preserve it and the good will that went into 
it. 
 
Councillors then discussed whether to take a vote on this issue at this stage, to seek 
more legal advice or to debate further.  After further discussion Cllr Clark proposed 
that the community village shop be sited on the recreation field (Seconded by Cllr 
Eickhoff).  Councillors voted as follows: 
In favour of the proposal - 2 
Against the proposal       - 6 
Abstained                        - 2 
The chair declared the proposal failed. 
 
The Clerk to write a letter of thanks to SMILE for their work on this project. 
 
Cllr Eickhoff to write to the Big Lottery to cancel the grant application.   
  
Cllr Moore suggested that the opportunity should not be lost to follow up the Queen 
Elizabeth 11 initiative to have the recreation field registered to secure the future of 
the field in perpetuity.  The Chair is awaiting further information from Mon CC. 
 
Councillors then discussed the option of using the Tan House site as a village shop 
and Cllr Eickhoff agreed to contact Christies for the sale details and circulate them to 
Councillors. 
 
Minute 2715 - To discuss Community Led Plans  
 
The Chair recapped on the presentation received at the February meeting when it 
was suggested that the Village Plan was taken a stage further to develop an Action 
Plan.  The next step would be a Public Meeting to gain the views of interested 
parties within the community, to take the project forward. This met with general 
approval.  The Clerk to contact Shirley Hughes to advise her of this Council’s 
interest and to direct us on the next move. 
 
Minute 2716 - Forthcoming election. 
 
Nomination forms issued to Councillors on 16.2.12. 
Article submitted to March issue of Parish magazine. 
Notice of Election to be publicised by 27 March 2012. 
Reminder to Cllrs that the closing date for nominations is 4 April. 
E-mail re key dates from OVW forwarded to Cllrs on 22.2.12. 
  
Minute 2717 -  To consider applications for annual donations. 
 
Donations granted as per attached schedule. 
 
Minute 2718 - To receive the Clerk’s Report  
 
Bus timetable cases - response from Damien Weeks, Mon CC, Earlswood and 
West End stops have been found and added to the list for timetables (in new financial 
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year) and future maintenance. 
 
War memorial grants - The outgoing Clerk has applied for a grant to renovate the 
war memorial, in addition to the application for the church clock. No news as yet, we 
do not know whether two grants will be acceptable/successful. 
 
Play equipment checks - weekly checks to be undertaken by a ‘competent’ person 
and monthly checks by a qualified inspector. Playgroup historically do monthly 
checks but are not qualified, the Clerk has asked Tim O’Donovan Mon CC how to 
become a ’competent’ person or qualified inspector. 
 
Data Protection - the Clerk was requested to apply for registration for the Council at 
a cost of £35. 
 
Enforcement reports for January 2011 - were received. 
 
Distribution of Agenda and supporting information.  Councillors requested the 
Clerk to e-mail them on the Monday before the meeting with the draft Agenda and a 
request for any additional items.  Full Agenda and supporting information to be 
distributed on the Wednesday prior to the meeting. 
 
Minute 2719 - To receive items of correspondence. 
 
Correspondence was received as per the attached schedule for March 2012. 
 
Minute 2720 - Items of local concern 
 
Earlswood - a solar panel representative had been advising residents that planning 
permission was not required for up to 4 kw (around 16 panels). It was noted that 
permission would be required in a conservation area. 
 
Earlswood residents had reported an increased police presence around the area - 
PC Thorpe was not present to respond. 
 
Shirenewton -  it was noted that traffic speeds were excessive on entering the 
restricted area of the village and the question was asked whether the restricted area 
should be lengthened.  The approach from the Crick Road is 50mph, reducing to 
30mph on the approach to the village.  It was agreed that the 30mph sign could be 
moved forward. 
 
It is customary for the Council and the Neighbourhood Watch to have a stall at the 
fete but Cllr Moore advised that she will not be available this year and asked for 
someone else to take the lead on this. 
 
The Chair requested that the Clerk contact Enforcement at Mon CC to request the 
removal of the shuttering on the Tan House pub. 
 
 
Minute 2721 - Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
 
There had been no feedback from residents on suggested celebration activities. 
A hog roast and fireworks is planned by this Council on Monday 4 June 2012. 
It was suggested that an article be included in the Parish News giving a date for a 
Jubilee planning meeting and asking people to attend. (Cllr Clark) 
 
 
Minute 2722 - Short reports on meetings attended. 
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The Chair reported back on the Lower Wye Valley Area Committee meeting and said 
that an interesting presentation had been received from the Street Pastors. 
 
 
Minute 2723- consideration of financial matters. 
 
1. Payment of Clerk’s expenses was agreed as per the Council’s Expenses  
 Policy which had been previously circulated to Cllrs.  A copy of the Expenses 
 Policy relating to Councillors expenditure was requested from the Chair. 
2. The Council resolved to allow the Clerk to opt in to the Local Government 
 Pension Scheme from 19.1.12. (Proposed: Cllr Harvey/Seconded: Cllr Clark) 
 and the Chair signed the Pension Starter Form. 
3. Consideration and approval was given for payment, as presented, of finance 
 schedule dated March 2012. 
 
As Cllr Leaf had advised the Council that she is standing down at the next election, 
this was the last meeting that she would be attending.  The Chair thanked her 
sincerely for her hard work and contribution to the Council. 
 
 
Next meeting:  Monday 2 April 2012 at 7.30pm at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


