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Draft Minutes                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on March 7th 2011 at Shirenewton 

Recreation Hall  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Harvey                

                      Mrs E McCombe (Chair) 

                              J Eede 

                       Mrs B Leaf  

                              C Eickhoff 

                      Mrs S Squires   

                      Ms B Moore    

                             K Morton 

                      Mr D Adams 

                               

   In attendance: 

                  County Councillor Graham Down 

                  PC Cowburn 

                  Ms G MacDonald  

                  Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                  2  members of the public 

 

 Police report  

 February 6 to March 6 

 

6/2 Concern regarding a lorry parked in a layby B4235 

near Shirenewton. No offences. Awaiting a local collection. 

14/2 Loud bangs heard in the Shirenewton area. Military 

exercise at Caerwent. 

16/2 2 vehicle accident. Non injury. Crick Road, near Shirenewton. 

17/2 Stolen vehicle from Pontypool burnt out at Cadira Beeches. 

19/2 Concern for an elderly female at Shirenewton, who had 

suffered a fall. 

3/3 Burglary at a farm near Shirenewton. Offenders were 

disturbed by the occupier. Persons made off in a vehicle, 

which subsequently rammed a police car at Coedypaen 

2 males arrested and charged with various offences. 

They have been remanded in custody pending court 

appearances. 

4/3 Domestic incident at Shirenewton. 

 

The problem of cars regularly parked opposite the junction at Shirenewton Hall, was raised. It is difficult for 

vehicles, particularly farm vehicles, to access the main road through the village safely.  

It was agreed that Cllr Leaf would speak to the residents on this part of the main road.    C/FWD 

 

Minute 2554      To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Minute 2555   To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  February 7th 2011 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record  
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Minute 2556 To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  February 24th  2011 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record  

 

Minute 2557      Planning  

1. DC/2010/00472. The Oaks, Red Barn Lane, Shirenewton   

Amalgamation of two dwellings into one dwelling 

Recommend approval 

 

2. DC/2011/ 00122               Barn 4, Pen yr Heol Farm, Penycaemawr. 

Application for retrospective permission for alterations to previous planning approval to convert a tack room 

to a sitting room, retain new windows to the lounge and cloakroom, retain additional velux windows and 

relocate velux windows. Construct new car port, boundary wall and gates and landscaping. 

Recommend refusal with the following comments:- 

 Property is out of keeping with other buildings on the site, it is three storey 

 Plans provided incomplete. This is a retrospective application to amend previous permission but no 

indication of how building looked before. Concerns raised that building before amendments is not as 

agreed in previous planning permission 

 Inappropriate number of velux windows.  

  

 Items of local concern  

Minute 2558 To consider request from Shirenewton Recreation Association regarding proposed repair 

to car park   

The situation is that the Car Park at the Recreation Hall requires some repair work. Quotes for this, including 

re-marking of parking spaces would total approximately £5500 plus VAT. The Rec Assoc owns the 

buildings on the land but does not own the land. The Rec Assoc leases the land and acts as managing agents 

for the Community Council who holds the land in Trust. The Recreation Association are prepared to donate 

the money for the work to the Community Council. The majority of this money is in the form of a settlement 

from Hanson who were the contractors who damaged the car park. The Recreation Association ask that the 

Community Council  reclaim the VAT. This can be done under Section 47(3) of the VAT Act 1994 

It was agreed in principle that the Community Council would be prepared to process the bill for the 

Car Park and reclaim the VAT  

 

Minute 2559 To receive report from Environment committee  

The Environment Committee reported on three areas that they had been investigating 

1. Refuse and recycling of plastics 

2. Disposal of batteries 

3. Policy for wind turbines 

 

Currently the School has a system of recycling batteries where they use cardboard containers. Obviously this 

would not be suitable for outside use. There is a scheme called battery back where a drum can be placed 

outside which would store up to 200 kgs of batteries. Collection can be made 50 kgs at a time. The drawback 

to the scheme appeared to be in the design of the drum. Batteries are deposited through a hole in the top thus 

leaving the batteries inside open to the elements which would mean the drum would have to be sited under 

cover. This could pose a problem in the villages.  

There are containers for the disposal of batteries at Tesco and Homebase in Chepstow  

Members were also reminded that low energy light bulbs must be disposed of safely as hazardous waste 

because of the mercury that they contained.0 

It was agreed that a better design could be looked into and also convenient placement of a drum.  
 

The Environment  Committee will be printing leaflets to promote Environment Issues and these will 

be distributed at the Church Fete in June. It is also hoped that a flyer containing advice can be 

included in the May Parish Magazine                                                                                                             

C/FWD 
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Minute 2560 To confirm entry into Gwent’s Best Kept Village Competition 2011 

It was agreed that if the competition is run again this year, the Clerk will enter Shirenewton village  C/FWD 

 

Minute 2561   To receive details of outcome of enquiry into moving of sign post at Cockeroosting  

Because of the complaints about the sign post being in the eye line of drivers County Cllr Down had looked 

into the possibility of it being moved. Cllrs thought it would be a simple matter of increasing the size of the 

post but this apparently was not the case. If  MCC was to move the sign it would be replaced with a new one 

which would have to be bi-lingual. In this particular case there are three signs on the post which would mean 

a huge modern sign instead of a the sign that we now have which has some conservation value.  

It was agreed that in the circumstances that the sign should remain as it is                

COMPLETED                                                            o confirm To o receive 

report from Environment 0l  consider  

Minute 2562       To consider financial matters   

Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction                               £433.90 

Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                 102.82    

Above paid by standing order 

                    

Stationery and Expenses                                                      £29.88 

Hire of Church Hall 24th Feb                                                 15.00 

 

Grants (agreement Minute 2549) 

1st Shirenewton Cub Pack                                                 £125.00 

1st Shirenewton Guides                                                          50.00 

Shirenewton Black Sheep Explorer Scout Unit                  120.00   

 

It was agreed to make all payments 

 

Thanks were given to Cllr Down who has been instrumental in obtaining grants (in addition to those above) 

for the Cubs, Guides and Shirenewton Recreation Association.  

 

Minute  2563    Items of local concern - information only 

The Mobile One Stop began visiting Shirenewton Recreation Hall Car Park on Tuesday 1st March between   

1.30-3pm. It will visit on one Tuesday afternoon in each month (next dates 19th April, 17th May, 14th June 

and 12th July)  As well as providing information, leaflets and answering enquires, recycling (purple, red, 

white) and dog bags will be issued. 

This service has been well advertised by SCC and it would seem that quite a number of people used it on its 

first visit. The next visit on the 19th April will include an official who will deal specifically to deal with tax 

issues for older people. This has also been advertised in the Parish magazine. From time to time there will be 

experts in various areas who will join the bus and we will be advised of this beforehand 

 

Notification of Noise Activity received from Assistant Commandant of Caerwent from Monday 28th 

February through until Saturday 5th March between 0730 and 22.30 ( e mailed to Cllrs 28th February) 

 

Review of Electoral Arrangements - Report and Proposals 

Copies of this document have been received . The original suggestion was for our wards to be put into 

different areas and joined with other wards and we made strong objections to that. The proposal now is that 

the areas are reduced in number from 42 to 31 and county Cllrs decreased from 43 to 41. However the area 

of Shirenewton remains the same (Shirenewton and Mathern) . Copies available for Cllrs. 

 

Local Council Wards 

The Electoral list showing which ward residents live in is very mixed up. People living in Shirenewton are 

recorded as living in Earlswood etc. It is the responsibility of the County Council to review and correct the 

Community Council boundaries and apparently MCC have begun this. It was felt by Members that they 
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could assist in this. The Clerk can provide the Electoral Roll. 

It was agreed that  County Cllr Down would meet with Cllrs Eede, McCombe and Eickhoff to review 

wards 1-4 of Shirenewton Community Council                                                                               

C/FWD 

  

Cllr Morton reported that there is an organised motorcycle event in Wentwood Forest on Sunday 13th March 

 

Dog Poo as reared its ugly head again. Some owners are still not picking up after their dogs 

The Clerk will again put a notice in the Parish Magazine  

With the new fortnightly refuse collection of black bags, the question of the collection of dog poo was raised. 

If that the bins in the village where people put their dog bags will only be collected every other week that 

will lead to bad smells and possible overflowing. 

Cllr Down will make enquiries                                                                                        

C/FWD 

 

Church Clock  

Cllr Eickhoff reported that the new company that he had obtained a maintenance quote from had matched the 

quote from the company currently used. The new company is situated nearer.  

 

Motion to OVW 

The problems we have encountered while seeking ways to have an independent body look at our complaint 

against MCC has highlighted the fact that there is no such avenue open to Community Councils. It is felt that 

there should be an automatic right of appeal to the Secretary of State. Cllr Harvey suggested that he could 

put a motion forward in the One Voice Wales Conference. 

It was agreed that Cllrs would bring their thoughts on possible wording of this motion to the meeting 

in April                                                                                                                                   

C/FWD 

 

Recreation Storage Shed  

The Chair reported that she had received a letter from Shirenewton Cricket Club and had responded (copies 

sent to all Cllrs 4th March). The Cricket Club were again claiming right of ownership to the shed but it was 

felt that this matter had been resolved in 2007.   

 

 Minute  2563      Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

                                                                                                                                                         

1. Allotments /Affordable Housing, Blethyn Close complaint 

As requested by Members last month I investigated where the complaint could be sent as the Ombudsman 

stated in his letter of 3rd February that as the Community Council is a listed body the Ombudsman cannot 

consider a complaint from it against another listed body, such as a County Council. 

Paul Matthews CEO. MCC 

I wrote  to Paul Matthews outlining complaint of lack of transparency and poor communication and 

basically covering all the points made in the Ombudsman complaint. Response received from Paul Matthews 

that he will come back to me and I expect a response by the end of next week.  

The Monotoring Officer.  

Murray Andrews was unavailable but I spoke to his Deputy, Robert Tranter.  He was also surprised that the 

Ombudsman could not look at SCC’s complaint. He suggested OVW (who suggested the Monitoring 

Officer). He also suggested Paul Matthews. I told him that I had already written to Paul Matthews and was 

awaiting a reply. He told me that the Monitoring Officer’s response would not differ from any response that 

Paul Matthews made. I made the point to him that I thought SCC had a valid complaint and by writing to 

Paul Matthews I was complaining to the CEO of the organization the complaint was about - what I was 

looking for was someone independent to look at the case.    

The Ombudsman for Wales. 

Andrew Walsh is away until Monday of next week so I will ring him again then. I spoke to one of the 

Casework Support Officers about whether the Ombudsman’s Office ever sends out people to Community 
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Council to speak about their work. She told me that this does not happen - instead workshops are held for 

Cllrs to attend. I telephoned Andrew Walsh today but I was told that he is out of the office until Wednesday  

- will try again! 

 

Allotment Applicants 

No success as yet in finding someone who wishes to make a complaint to the Ombudsman  Cllr  Harvey 

was one of the original applicants and he said that he wishes  to make a personal complaint 

 

2. LDP 

Letter sent to LDP Development team objecting to moving of boundary at Blethyn Close Open Space in the 

light of current application at Oak View Cottage.                                          COMPLETED                                                                                     

 

3.  Update on planning applications   

. 

 

 

Ref: 

Address SCC recommendation MCC decision 

 **none decided**   

 

 

4. Enforcement issues 

New cases 

Feb report received - no new cases 

Closed Cases 

Report received  - no closed cases 

 

Mynders Barn 

Reminder sent to Enforcement that we are still awaiting retrospective application. Response received said ‘I 

received an e mail from applicant’s agent a few weeks ago and he said that he would be sending in a 

retrospective application in a few weeks’                                                                                 

C/FWD 

 

Field at Ditch Hill 

Spoke to Enforcement Officer. She will follow up Order to remove sheeting. She said that although very 

untidy, the articles on the site are all linked to agricultural work ( I mentioned the patio table and windows 

but she said they were not there when she visited). I also advised her of the comments that SCC sent in with 

the retrospective planning application for the container.                                                             

C/FWD      

                                                                                          

5. Other Planning issues 

I spoke to MCC about the criteria for a container requiring planning permission. A railway carriage is 

deemed to be ‘use of land’ not ’development’ as it has wheels and can be moved. A container is not on 

wheels and while it could be moved the weight of it allows it to be considered as ’fixed’ and therefore an 

’operational development requiring planning permission’   

This was disputed by a Cllr as he stated that railway carraigeways are sold after having their wheels 

removed and therefore queried why they should not be classed as containers.  A response will be obtained 

from MCC                                                                                                                                       

C/FWD     
                                                                                                                       

6. Highways  

B4235 meeting provisionally booked for Tuesday 22nd or Tuesday 29th March. Cllr Squires and I have been 

invited. This is a follow on meeting that we attended in November last year.        C/FWD                                         
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Minute   2564   To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being April 4th at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………….. 


