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DRAFT MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on March 1st 2010 at Shirenewton 

Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                             J Harvey                

                             K Morton 

                             C Eickhoff  

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                             J Eede 

                      Mrs B Leaf 

                      Mrs S Squires   

                      Ms B Moore               

 Apologies:  

         Councillors: 

                          R Mitchell  

                    Mrs E McCombe 

                    PC Cowburn 

   In attendance: 

                   County Councillor Graham Down 

                   Ms Alison Broughton  

                  Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                  6  members of the public 

 

 Police report  

PC Cowburn was unable to attend this meeting but had previously e mailed his report to all Cllrs.  

 

30/1  Theft of scrap and old batteries from a farm near Shirenewton 

30/1  Car set on fire at St Pierre woods 

1/2   Concern for an elderly resident at Shirenewton - safe and well 

2/2   Fraudulent Bank transaction. Victim from Shirenewton 

3/2   Two overnight dwelling burglaries in Weyloed Lane. Various small items stolen including a handbag,    

        mobile phones, keys, laptop computer etc 

13/2  Disturbance near the Huntsman Inn. Youths in vehicle causing a nuisance 

16/2  Suspicious vehicle and persons seen near Shirenewton. Persons checked by Police. No actual offences  

       disclosed 

23/2  Suspicious incident near Earlswood. No actual offences 

The Clerk said that PC Cowburn invites all Cllrs to join him at the joint Neighbourhood / PACT meeting at 

7.30 pm on Wednesday 3rd March at the Huntsman Inn.  

 

Minute 2434     To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

Cllr Eickhoff declared an interest in the item on Grants Applications from Local Bodies as Treasurer of 

Earlswood Hall. 

 

 

 

 

Minute  2435  To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  February 1st 2010 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record (apart from two spelling mistakes) 

 

Minute 2436 Planning  
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 Land at rear of Hill View Cottage, Shirenewton 

One detached dwelling  

A number of residents attended to voice their objections to the proposed development 

Recommend refusal for the following reasons;- 

Members would wish to draw attention to the Appeals Inspector’s comments in May 2005 when 

dismissing an appeal on  application M/10792. While the construction of the building is vastly 

different from the 2005 application, the Inspector’s comments still apply. The domestic noise from the 

residence would still affect the ambience of the Churchyard and Funeral Walk 

 The proposed building does nothing to preserve or enhance all the aspects of character or 

appearance that define this special area (as per para 19, Section 6 of Planning Policy Wales)  

 The Church is relatively isolated from other buildings and currently sits in a peaceful atmosphere 

within the surrounding graveyard. 

 The space around the Church is an important and valuable aspect of the Church’s setting. By 

eroding this space the proposed development would harm rather than preserve the setting of the 

listed building. 

 The proposed development is within twelve feet of graves. 

 The triangle of land has not been disturbed or developed for a number of centuries. 

 Concerns have been  raised regarding water in the area. The water table could be disturbed when 

digging the proposed 10 feet into the ground. There was originally a well (now capped) on this 

ground. 

 It is felt that the sewerage system suggested is unsuitable as after treating it will let fluid into the 

earth causing further saturation. 

 Local folk lore says that there are foundations of a medieval building under this ground. 

 The access is unsuitable. 

 This proposed building is completely out of character with any other building in the Conservation 

area which complement the listed Church and it was these buildings that assisted in attracting 

Conservation status. 

  It will not preserve or enhance the overall quality of the existing environment of the Shirenewton 

Conservation area. 

 We would suggest that an Archaeological survey is carried out before the digging of any footings is 

undertaken. 

 

2. Seaview Nursery, Earlswood 

Erection of agricultural building to provide machinery and equipment store and workshop 

Recommend approval with the following comment:- 

Members would like to see a condition that states that this building is used for agricultural purposes 

only to support the Nursery. 

 

Items of local concern 

Minute 2437 To discuss Grant Applications from local bodies 

The Clerk provided application details from seven local organisations. She noted that six of the applicants 

received an annual donation from the Community Council and the seventh had previously received a 

donation. None of the smaller local groups e.g guides, scouts had applied for a grant. 

It was agreed that the money should be distributed between all seven applicants as follows 

Earlswood Valley      towards external decorating                                               £25 

Earlswood Hall          towards replacement oil tank                                             75 

Shirenewton Recreation Hall    towards car park drainage                                   75 

Shirenewton Church                  towards resetting of Victorian floor tiles           35  

SAMFAL                                     towards sign boards around field                        

50 

St Peter’s Church, Newchurch  towards running costs                                          15 

Gaerllwyd Baptist Church         towards rewiring                                                  

20 
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Cheques will presented for signature in the April meeting                      

 

Minute 2438 To discuss way forward for Traffic Calming incorporating suggestions from PC 

Cowburn and report from Cllr Eede on possibility of shared portable speed device 

Cllr Eede reported that originally the intention was to look at sharing the device with two other Community 

Councils. However one had now decided not to consider the arrangement so the situation had to be looked at 

again. He will report back to Members next month                                                            

It was agreed that The Traffic Calming discussion including Cllr Eede’s report should be deferred 

until next month when hopefully PC Cowburn will be present                                               

C/FWD                                                                                  

 

Minute 2439 Revisit Village Plan 2007 to determine position regarding short/medium/long term action 

point issues 

 The Clerk had extracted the  points for short, medium and long term action from the Village plan and 

distributed the list amongst Cllrs. (see attached) It could be seen that in the short term some items had been 

achieved. More work was required on Traffic Management and hopefully this will be covered in the April 

meeting. 

In the medium term 1-5 years some work need to be done on the possibilities of enhanced mobile and 

broadband connections 

There were still a number of points requiring action in the area of Environment and Sustainability  

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact BT with a view to inviting them to a Community Council 

meeting to explain current performance and future plans for enhancement of Broadband in this area   

                                                                                                                                                     

C/FWD        

It was agreed that the Environment/Sustainability action points would be reviewed at the next meeting 

of the sub committee and reported on in the April meeting                                                  

C/FWD                                                                                                                                                    

 

Minute 2440 Environment sub-committee up-date                                                                                                    
C/FWD to April meeting 

 

Minute 2441 To receive update on Shop   

Cllr Eickhoff reported that since being turned down for a Grant by the BBC, an application had been made to 

another organisation. A request had subsequently been received from them for further information which had 

now been supplied. He had also attended a meeting organised by GAVO but it appeared that the people he 

spoke to were surprised by the large amount of grant monies we were seeking.              C/FWD 

 

Minute 2442 To discuss sub committee report on most appropriate use of prize for Best Kept Village 

Cllr Moore and the Clerk reported that they had received several suggestions but mainly they were 

suggestions for floral displays in various parts of the village e.g under the signs at the entrance to the village.  

They suggested to members that this would probably be the best use of the prize money and it hopefully 

would enhance the village for this year’s competition. However they recognise that if planters are used they 

will have to be watered regularly and also they do not want the displays to look to contrived so it is 

important to site the planters correctly on both counts.       

Cllrs agreed that this would be the best use of the prize money                                  C/FWD 
    

 

Minute 2443 To discuss quotes for refurbishment of notice boards  

Following the notice in the magazine, the Clerk reported that she had received only one other quote from that 

reported last month, and that was for metal boards. She had advised  the person concerned that the Council 

wanted to replace the existing boards with wooden ones and suggested that he might wish to put in a quote 

for wooden ones but he had not done this. The only other interest in carrying out the work was shown by 

someone who asked for further information. This was supplied but there was no quote was forthcoming. The 

Clerk reported that the door of the Earlswood board is now prone to swinging open and could be dangerous 
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if someone was passing at the time  

Cllrs confirmed that when the boards are replaced it should be with wooden ones. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would arrange for the Earlswood board to be repaired as soon as possible 

using the original quote of £200.                                                                                        

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2444 To discuss request for postponement of  September meeting by one week  

The Clerk requested that the meeting be postponed until September 13th for personal reasons. Alternatively 

another Clerk could be asked to take the Minutes on September 6th. 

Members present agreed to the postponement of the meeting to September 13th 

 

Minute 2445 To consider offer from Nick Ramsey AM to discuss the referendum  on whether or not 

we should move from Part 3 to Part 4 of the Government of Wales Act 2006 (details e mailed to Cllrs 

23rd February)  

As there is to be a referendum there was discussion on whether there should be an open meeting or a meeting 

for Councillors. It was felt that there would be merit in holding an Open meeting if Nick Ramsey was 

prepared to do this. 

It was agreed that the Clerk contact Nick ramsey for some suitable dates              C/FWD                                                                                                                          

Local  consider m                                                                                                                                                                        

 Minute 2446             Items of local concern - information only 

The Clerk brought to the attention of Members details of an Addendum to Candidate sites being considered 

in the new LDP. She had only just become aware of these. 

There are three sites in Shirenewton and one in Earlswood 

Land opposite to entrance to Mynyddbach School                 Residential for three houses and parking 

with       

                                                                                                 safe access 

to school 

Land adjacent to Wayside Farm, Shirenewton                        Residential 

Field situated to the east of School, Mynyddbach                   Residential (currently advertised for 

sale) 

Fields opposite Hope Farm, Earlswood                                   Residential/keeping horses. 

 

County Cllr Down had left the meeting at this stage and so Cllrs were unable to ask his views. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Cllr Down and MCC for more information      C/FWD 

 

Cllr Eickhoff reported that the Church Clock has stopped 

It was agreed that he will arrange for a service/repair to be carried out                                 

C/FWD  
  

Minute 2447     Short reports from meetings attended 

One Voice Wales. 

 Cllrs Harvey and McCombe attended the meeting. Cllr Harvey reported that there was quite a lot of 

discussion about pilot schemes for controlled street lighting. There is currently an experiment in Mathern. 

He also reported that Clerks of other Community Councils were displeased that they were not advised by 

MCC of  the Addendum to the Candidate Site lists.  

 

 

 

Also discussed were elements of the MCC Planning system such as:- 

allowing only four minutes for speakers representing the public or Community Councils at Planning 

Committee meetings. 

the same Case Officer advising  applicants before an application was submitted as the one who makes a 

recommendation to the Planning Committee after submission.    
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Conservation Meeting County Hall  

Cllrs Moore, Harvey, the Clerk and several members of the Public attended the meeting. MCC has employed 

an outside agency to look at the various Conservation Areas in the County. There was quite a lot of 

discussion about the current boundary of the conservation area and whether it should be reduced. The 

considerations  of the team will be distributed for comment.  

 

 Minute  2448       To consider Financial Matters 

a)  Bills presented for payment  

Clerk’s salary SCP19   less pension deduction                       £433.90                                                                           

     Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                  102.82                    

     Stationery and Expenses                                                         30.00                                                   

                     

  b) To agree appointment and scope of Internal Auditor for 2009/2010 

The scope of the internal auditor will include:- 

Books kept properly throughout the year 

Financial regulations met, payment supported by invoices 

Expenditure approved 

VAT accounted for 

Annual precept requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process 

Salaries paid in accordance with council approval 

Asset registers correct 

Year end accounts prepared on correct accounting basis and supported by adequate audit trail 

Council has met its responsibilities as trustees 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk would ask Mr Phil Brabon to carry out the internal audit. Mr Brabon’s 

fee is £50 which the Community Council will donate to the Noah’s Ark appeal on his behalf at his 

request. 

 

Minute  2449        Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs 

 

1. Allotments /Affordable Housing, Blethyn Close 

At the end of January, I wrote to Steve Greenslade as requested by SCC asking that the land be 

transferred/sold/leased to Shirenewton Community Council. I have received a telephone call from Steve 

Greenslade’s Secretary requesting a meeting between myself, County Cllr Down, Debra Hill-Howells and 

himself. I asked that an SCC Cllr also attend.  

I have provided some suitable dates and I am waiting to hear of a date convenient to all.                  

I have now heard from Steve Greenslade’s secretary with two possible dates, 12th or 26th March at 9.30am   

Cllr McCombe has said that she is prepared to attend with me if that is the wish of Members. Cllr Squires 

expressed a wish to attend and this was agreed. Cllr Harvey advised  Cllrs of an Asset Transfer Scheme 

with a pot of 13 million for use between Councils. The Clerk will look for further details.      C/FWD                                                                                               

 

 

 

At the end of January I wrote to Paul Matthews as requested by SCC and asked that the field at Blethyn 

Close be given Owain Glyndwr status. I have not had acknowledgement of the letter but I feel the meeting 

detailed above may encompass this issue.                                                                                    

C/FWD                                                                                                                                                                           
 

3. Village Green status for Blethyn Close field 

I am receiving guidance from Open Spaces and Fields in Trust before completing an application form               

                                                                                                                                                      

C/FWD                                                                                                                  

4.  Update on planning applications   
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-Ref: Address SCC recommendation MCC decision 

 NO NEW APPLICATIONS DETERMINED   

 

 

 

5. Enforcement issues 

New cases 

Land South of Peniel Chapel                             erection of shed in field 

  

Closed Cases 

Beacon Estates                                                  alleged unauthorised works                             

no breach 

The Folly, Newchurch West                             alleged unauthorised retaining wall                 

no breach 

 

6. Other Planning issues 

I have confirmed with planning dept that they no longer use the percentage increase in the footprint of a 

building to  assist in determining planning approval.  They now use the percentage increase in volume and 

generally this can be 50% if in open countryside but not AONB 

 

Also if a landowner wishes to put a roadway through his land and it does not enter the highway then that is 

acceptable, providing the land holding is 5 or more hectares and the parcel of land where the development 

would be carried out is not less than 0.4 hectares and is not within 25 metres of any road. 

However in the case of an area of outstanding natural beauty, permission is always required           

                                                                                                                                              

COMPLETED 
 

7. Highways  

I have requested again the repair to the bin in Mynyddbach. I have also requested a bin for outside the 

Church in Cwm Lane as apparently this was impassable during the snow. Awaiting response                                  

                                                                                                                                              

C/FWD 

 

I have reported the pot holes and road damage to Highways caused by snow damage. I have also requested a 

date when work will begin on Red House Lane which has been closed for quite some time (before the snow) 

and is now in an appalling condition and potentially dangerous to pedestrians.  Awaiting response                         

                                                                                                                                            

C/FWD 

 

8. Grant applications - CEDS 

I have applied for a grant for the equipment and floor covering in the play area, Shirenewton       

                                                                                                                                         

COMPLETED   

9. Parked car in Shirenewton 

Car is no longer parked opposite the TA car park. I am awaiting a response from PC Cowburn as to whether 

the car was moved because the owner has been told it is unlawful or if he has simply sold or moved it 

elsewhere.  I   have heard from PC Cowburn who says he does not know the answer . He has heard that 

the resident has written to his MP.                                                                                   

C/FWD 

 

10. Flytipping/ litter on Earlswood Road 

As I  previously notified you, there is a problem with fly tipping on the Earlswood Road. Some of the items 

are - a large number of beer cans, a television and a rug. MCC believe, because of the type of items that have 
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been dumped, that it is unlikely to be local residents who are doing it. They have agreed to clear the area 

very shortly but would like some assistance to prevent this ongoing problem in the future. They have 

suggested a notice in the Parish magazine and also made a request that all Cllrs could pass the word around 

for people to report the registration numbers of any vehicles seen to be depositing rubbish.   

Cllr  Mitchell was unable to attend the meeting tonight but had phoned the Clerk to tell her that in the 

past few days he had picked up several bags of rubbish in Earlswood  (mainly empty beer/lager cans) 

which he had taken to the tip.                                                                                            

C/FWD 

 

11.  Litter / dangerous trees on Crick Road 

The litter problem mentioned in last month’s meeting has now been cleared by MCC 

The potentially dangerous trees have been removed/trimmed                                            

COMPLETED 

 

12. Llanmelin Hill Fort.  

I have chased this and I am told by Rick Turner of CADW that no budget was assigned in the current 

financial year to complete the Car Park and footpath access to this site. This was despite fulfilling all the 

planning and protected species requirements. CADW will try and pick up the project again in the next 

financial year.                                                                                                                            

C/FWD 
 

13. Clerk’s Annual Appraisal 

This was carried out by the Chairman at the end of February in accordance with the guidelines agreed by 

Members and Clerk in 2009.                                                                                              

COMPLETED    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

14. Draft Conversion of Agricultural Report 

As requested by Members I advised MCC of Members’ favourable comments on the production of the report 

and I have received their thanks for your comments.                                                        

COMPLETED 

 

15. Motorcycle meetings in Wentwood 

I have requested from PC Cowburn details of the motorcycle meeting Cllrs were advised about last month 

and also requested that details of proposed future meeting be advised to Cllrs. Awaiting response   

The Clerk reported that she had now heard from PC Cowburn that the Motorcycle meeting has been 

authorised by the Forestry Commission and will take place on 13th/14th March. It will take place on the 

opposite side of the road to Cadira Beeches and just up the road from Wentwood reservoir  C/FWD 

 

 

Correspondence  

1. Monmouthshire Rural Development Plan - Building Stronger Communities. Notification of meetings held 

on 16th and 17th February. (Details e mailed to all Cllrs on 3rd February) 

 

2. One Voice Wales.  Sustainable Development Survey for completion b y individual Cllrs (e mailed to all 

Cllrs 9th February) 

 

3. Welsh Boiler Scrappage Scheme (e mailed to all Cllrs 23rd February) 

 

4. National Assembly for Wales Equality of Opportunity - Accessibility of railway stations. Request for 

written evidence from interested parties (e mailed to all Cllrs 23rd February) 

 

 

5. Welsh Assembly Government. Review of the Planning Application System in Wales. Survey responses 

required by April 8th (e mailed to all Cllrs 23rd February) 



 

8 

 

6. Kidney Wales Foundation  - Walk for Life 2010 Sunday march 28th 2010 (e mailed to all Cllrs 23rd 

February) 

 

7. One Voice Wales. Training and development opportunity for Cllrs Monday 15th March, Cwmbran. (full 

details e mailed to Cllrs on 26th Feb)  Cllr Harvey will attend and will book his place himself 

        

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                         

Minute 2410          To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being April 12th (April 5th is Easter Monday) at Shirenewton Recreation 

Hall  

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                              

                                                                            

Date……………………………….. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Short Term Medium Term (1-5 

yrs) 

Long Term (5-20 yrs) Achieved Y/N 
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CONSERVATION 

& AMENITY 

Uphold the principles 

of conservation where 

relevant within the 

designated 

Conservation area 

   

YES 

  Maintain a dialogue 

with MCC to ensure 

conservation is 

included in future 

UDP’s 

  

 

YES 

INFRASTRUC

TURE 

 Pursue and resolve 

the water supply 

reliability 

 Monitor the 

sewage system 

upgrade 

 Investigate the 

possibility of 

further services 

such as a Doctor’s 

surgery 

   

YES 

 

 

YES 

 

 

 

YES 

Not feasible 

  Investigate the 

possibilities of 

enhanced mobile and 

broadband connections 

 STILL BEING 

INVESTIGATED 

WITH B T 

DEVELOPME

NT & 

PLANNING 

Consider any Planning 

Applications in 

adherence to the MCC 

UDP and Community 

Policies 

                  YES 

          ONGOING 

  Develop further local 

policies in conjunction 

with MCC with 

reference to the 

interests of the local 

community 

  

 

YES 

EDUCATION Work with the 

Governing Body of the 

Primary School to 

specify a workable 

parking solution 

 

 

 

 

 

  

YES 

ONGOING 

  Influence MCC and 

others to develop any 

necessary 

developments for the 

parking scheme 

 

 

 

  

 

YES 

ONGOING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Short Term Medium Term (1-5yrs) Long Term (5-20yrs) Achieved Y/N 
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RECREATION 

& LEISURE 

 Working with 

MCC to improve 

the local footpaths 

and bridleways 

 Investigate the 

possibility of a 

mobile cinema 

   

YES 

ONGOING 

 

 

YES 

Not feasible 

   Discuss funding 

with MCC and other 

bodies for an all 

weather football pitch 

and other sporting 

amenities 

 Consider the 

possibility of a Youth 

Club 

 Look into a Lunch 

Club for residents 

based perhaps on the 

local pubs 

 Examine the 

provision of an 

additional playing area 

possibly near Blethyn 

Close 

  

 

DISCOUNTED 

 

 

 

 

DISCOUNTED 

 

YES  

NOW UP AND 

RUNNING 

 

 

NOT YET 

CONSIDERED 

ROADS & 

TRAFFIC 

 Investigate traffic 

management 

possibilities and 

produce 

recommended 

scheme 

 Look into funding 

options for traffic 

calming 

 Evaluate the 

provision of a 

‘bendy’ bus 

arrangement  

  

  TRAFFIC CALMING 

PLAN PRODUCED 

2007.  

STILL LOOKING 

FOR 

IMPLEMENTATION 

   Influence MCC to 

get preferred traffic 

measures put in place 

 Create a workable 

and permanent solution 

to the school traffic 

issues 

 ONGOING 

 

 

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11 

 

 Short Term Medium Term (1-5yrs) Long Term (5-20yrs) Achieved Y/N 

ENVIRONMENT/ 

SUSTAINABILIT

Y 

 Nominate a Cllr 

Responsible for 

recycling and 

reuse issues 

 Promote existing 

MCC and private 

recycling facilities 

 Influence MCC to 

expand their 

recycling 

collection and 

municipal 

facilities, 

particularly in 

relation to food 

waste and plastic 

 Investigate the 

need for 

centralised 

collection for hard 

to recycle objects, 

like batteries 

 Work with MCC 

to achieve 1005 

take up of black 

box scheme 

 Individuals to 

consider their use 

of resources, 

reduce waste as 

much as possible. 

Leading to less 

waste being sent to 

landfill sites 

 Investigate a 

system of 

advertising ’free to 

a good home’ for 

redistribution 

through the 

Community 

 Promote charity 

collection 

locations 

 Promote MCC 

reuse schemes for 

large household 

items (furniture 

banks) and home 

collection service  

 

 

 

   

YES 

 

ALL OTHER POINTS 

LISTED ARE BEING 

CONSIDERED BY 

ENVIRONMENT 

SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12 

 Short Term Medium Term (1-5yrs) Long Term (5-20yrs) Achieved Y/N 

ENVIRONMENT/ 

SUSTAINABILIT

Y 

 Promote  a series of 

demonstrations by 

industry on alternative 

energy sources that 

individuals may like to 

consider in their homes 

  

   Investigate long term 

alternative energy 

sources for the 

community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


