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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on March 3rd 2008 at 

Shirenewton Recreation Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                        Ms B Moore 

                              C Crundwell 

                              K Morton 

                             J Harvey 

                        Mrs B Leaf  

                        Mrs S Saysell 

                               R Mitchell 

 

 Apologies:  

      Councillors C Eickhoff   

                          J Eede 

 

                           In attendance: 

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council  

                          PC Cowburn   

                        Ms Glynis MacDonald 

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                        2 members of the public     

      

Minute 2132    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None disclosed 

 

Police report  
February Incidents ============ 

 1/2/08 - Dead badger at the side of road near Shirenewton.  

5/2/08 - Temp. traffic lights not working near Shirenewton.  

6/2/08 - Faulty traffic lights.  

6/2/08 - House alarm - fault.  

6/2/08 - Abandoned vehicle at Recreation Hall.  

12/2/08 - Air rifle causing damage - Earlswood.  

16/2/08 - House alarm - fault.  

18/2/08 - Van crashed into hedge near Shirenewton.  

22/2/08 - Broken down vehicle. Same one.  

24/2/08 - Road accident Usk Road - Car on roof. Wall struck. 

25/2/08 - Broken down Seat - again.  

27/2/08 - Neighbour dispute over a hedge/ trees being cut.  

28/2/08 - Minor mud slide, Usk Road. Rock in road. --------------  
 

PC Cowburn stated that he will attend as many of the Community Council meetings as is possible. However 

his other duties will not allow him to attend the joint Police/Community Council sessions on a monthly basis. 
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He proposed that these were held every quarter. The next session will be held on 19th April with Cllr Saysell 

representing the Community Council. 

The next PACT meeting will be held on 13th August 

 

Cllr Moore as Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator reported that there had been a spate of thefts of household 

heating oil and scrap metal in rural areas between this area and Monmouth 

 

Minute 2133  To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on  February 8th 2008 

The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman 

 

Minute 2134 Planning 

The following applications were discussed:- 

1.  15 Clearview, Shirenewton 

    Erection of new porch and first floor extension at rear 

    Recommend approval 

 

2. Itton field, Mynyddbach 

    Raise height of existing garage and replace flat roof with pitched  

    Recommend approval 
 

3. Land at Hillside paddock, Usk Road, Shirenewton 

    Smallholding (hobby farm) development for the use of housing animals for milk, meat and fibre; wash  

    facilities, kitchen and toilets. 

    Recommend refusal 

 

   The scale of the proposed development is excessive for the proposed ‘hobby farm’ 

 

  The scale of the proposed building will have an adverse effect on the visual impact from   

     the other side of the valley and will not blend into the landscape 

 

  There is no requirement for the sheds to be double skin 

 

  There is no justification for three offices, kitchen and a bathroom/shower room 

 

  The proposed building would be sited on a significant slope which would require a large  

    amount of earth moving 

 

  There is no existing mains water supply. The local farms obtain their water from a natural  

    spring through pipes which run through the area of land in question and the residents are  

    concerned that their supply may be affected. 

 

  No suggestion provided for the disposal of foul surface water and slurry 

 

  There will be nuisance of smell, noise, water and light pollution to existing neighbours 

 

  Applicant does not live in the area. No apparent thought to the practicalities of running  

    ‘hobby farm’ from a distance.  
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  Access problem on to Highway for increased traffic.  Not totally clear how many cars will  

    be expected to visit.  

 

 Applicant states (MCC dated 28th January) that ‘buildings and offices  would be at   

   appropriate levels for all employees and visitors to gain access’ Is a car parking area going  

   to be proposed 

 

 Applicant states ( MCC dated 28th January) that fixtures and fittings will be made disabled friendly  

   as will rest and leisure area.  Where is the rest and leisure  area to be located? 

  

  The implication in the applicant’s statement (MCC dated 12th Feb) is that the facilities in  

    the buildings are  required by DEFRA regulations but that should be investigated 

 

 The applicant states ( MCC dated 12th Feb) that the buildings should be large to house the  

    animals as they will be kept indoores but DEFRA states that goats should not be housed all the 

time  

    but should have access to a yard or  grazing 

 

 Some confusion over whether these animals are to be treated as livestock and therefore the  

   land would be under agricultural use. The Welfare of Farmed Animals (Wales) Regulations  

   2007 does not include ‘an animal whilst at, or solely intended for use in, a competition, show  

   or cultural or sporting event or activity’. Should there be an application for change of use?   

    

  There is a footpath (380/120) running through the site, beginning at Usk Road, opposite  

    Hillside Cottage. 

 

4. Additional item to previously circulated agenda 

Priory Cottage, Mynyddbach 

Erection of a sun lounge 

Recommend approval 

 

Minute 2135  To consider Financial Matters 

a)  Bills presented for payment:-                                                                  £                                 

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  367.50 

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                               

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                102.82 

Stationery and Expenses                                                                            75.23 

One Voice Wales subscribtion                                                                  104.00 

It was resolved to make all payments 

 

b) To agree scope and Internal Auditor for 2007/2008 

It was agreed that Mr Phil Brabon should be approached to carry out the internal audit and the Clerk 

will provide him with a copy of the scope of the audit                                                       

 

c) To agree annual salary increase for Clerk from April 2008 in line with  National Salary Awards for 

2007/2008  
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This item was discussed by Cllrs only. All other parties left the room.  

It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary should be brought into line with the National pay scales. 

It was further decided that the Clerk’s salary should be backdated for the relevant time.   

                                                                                                                                            

COMPLETED   

 Items of local concern   

 

Minute 2136  To receive nomination papers and guidance for candidates in forthcoming election 

Cllrs were provided with nomination papers which had to be returned to County Hall by 12 noon on April 

4th.  

Guidance notes were also handed out                                                                                    

COMPLETED 
 

Minute 2137 To sign declaration on Code of Conduct 

Members present signed an additional undertaking to the code of Conduct. The Clerk had previously 

circulated the reasons for this additional undertaking.                                                              

COMPLETED  

 

Minute 2138  To receive report from Environment sub-committee 

The sub committee propose to produce a range of fact sheets detailing ten re-cycling issues and ten 

household issues (e.g. switching off lights). A mock up of the fact sheet will be brought to the next 

committee meeting for discussion.                                                                                                                                

C/FWD 

 

Minute  2139  To consider criteria and application form for donations/grants to local bodies 

It was agreed to adopt the suggestion put forward by the sub committee i.e that the Community Council 

would continue to provide the funds to the local bodies as it had done in past years. There would be no 

requirement for these bodies to apply for the funds. However the organisations will be required to provide a 

very short report on how the money is being spent.  

In future years, the local bodies currently receiving the donation/grant will continue to receive it without 

making application providing they continue to write a report advising how the money is spent. In addition to 

these grants, provision will be made in the budget for project money. This money will have to be applied for. 

It was agreed that the Clerk will write explaining the position to the organisations who currently 

receive grants.                                                                                                                               

C/FWD 

 

Minute  2140 To receive report on damaged bus shelter at Mynyddbach 

The Clerk  confirmed that the bus shelter at Mynyddbach is the property of the Community Council. There 

are three other bus shelter in the area also owned by the Community Council. MCC have now made the 

shelter safe and it is their view that the shelter should be demolished. They are aware that the type of shelters 

they install i.e. glass and metal, may not be suitable and have provided details of a company that supplies 

‘rural’ shelters. The Clerk  has also approached a couple of builders for quotes for repair/renewal. 

The Police have provided details of the person who was involved in the incident. They confirm that she was 

insured and have provided Insurance details.  

As this bus shelter has been damaged by a vehicle on a few occasions, the question was raised about the 

siting of the shelter. Members were informed that at the time of the erection of the shelter much thought was 

given and the shelter was placed in the best position.  A suggestion was made that a rail could be installed to 

act as a barrier and it  was agreed that this would be a good idea. 
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It  was agreed that the priority is for the bus shelter to be demolished as it is in a precarious state. The 

Clerk will make the necessary arrangements and follow up the request for quotes for the shelter and 

also a barrier rail                                                                                                                     

C/FWD  

 

 

Minute 2141  To consider decision by MCC on open area in Mynyddbach 

The details of the decision had been previously circulated to Members by the Clerk  

Cllr Down told Members that MCC did not wish to have the field designated as Owain Glyndwr as at some 

stage in the future it could be a development site. An Owain Glyndwr site would secure the land as open 

amenity space in  perpetuity.  

Cllr Down told Members that he had attended a meeting with the Fields Association and the Community 

Council Clerk. The Fields Association had outlined possible terms that they would require to make the 

leasing of the field feasible. One of the terms was that the Lease should be for at least fifteen years. Cllr 

Down conveyed all the information to MCC and is awaiting a response.                                                                                                                                               

Concern was raised about the possibility of the Fields Association folding. It was felt by some Cllrs that 

there should be a clause in the lease  allowing the Community Council to take over if this should happen in 

the future. 

If neither the Community Council nor the Fields Association take on the Lease then MCC will continue to 

maintain the field in the current way. This would mean that it could revert to a development site at any time 

whereas a Lease as suggested by the Fields Association would protect the field from development for fifteen 

years. 

Some years ago an application was made to designate the land Village Green but this application has now 

lapsed.  

The Clerk will investigate resurrecting the application for Village green status.           C/FWD                                      

 

Minute 2142  Clerk’s report 

 1. Interruption of Water supply 

Dwr Cymru have confirmed that both generators are now in place. They have to be installed which will take 

a week or two. Apparently the building housing the generator at Prysgubach was hit by a car. I don’t know 

how much damage has been done but I don’t think the generator has been affected but the building will 

require repair.                                                                                                                                  

C/FWD                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

2.   Allotments   

I received a letter from Colin Berg recognising that MCC have a statutory duty to provide allotments but that 

MCC could decide where they would be. I referred him to an e mail I received from Debra Hill Howells after 

I requested the allotments be sited at Blethyn Close stating that there was no other suitable land available. 

The documents that Robert Tranter provided confirming that the Bleddyn Close site was granted on a 

temporary allotment basis have been passed to Cllr Harvey who is in discussion with One Voice Wales. I 

feel I cannot do any more without legal help. 

I have registered an interest in the sale of the land to ensure that the Community Council is made aware of 

how and when it comes up for sale.                                                                                    

C/FWD 
 

3. Play area Equipment 
Amy Priest, the Play Leader who is supposed be making an appointment for a visit to the school is now off 

sick. She is not expected back for at least two weeks.                                                        
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C/ FWD                                                                                                                                        

 

4. Planning seminar 

Cllr Mitchell attended and will provide a brief report at the next meeting as he is unable to attend this 

meeting.                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                         

C/FWD 

 

5. Horse Signs on Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton Road  

I have written to Brian Cleary requesting that he gives further thought to these signs being erected as the 

road in question is very fast and people would not necessarily expect to see horses there - as they would on a 

bridle path (which is where he suggested that the only signs should be)   

                                                                                                                                        

C/FWD 
6. Grass Cutting. 

MCC have now decided that the decision to cease free grass cutting has been deferred. There will be no 

charge for 2008/2009. I have received a letter from MCC asking if we wish them to carry out tgis free 

service for 2008/2009. I have confirmed this.                                                                          

COMPLETED                                                                          

 

7. Copies of Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan                                                   

I have received one hard copy of the plan and one disc for Cllrs to borrow. Further copies are £7 each.                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                    

COMPLETED 

8. Clerk’s Annual Review 

I am still awaiting a date from Cllr Harvey                                                                        

C/FWD           
   

9. Highways Seminar 

I attended the meeting in Cwmbran. It was basically to inform Cllrs of the way in which the Dept was 

tackling all highway problems. There is a backlog of work amounting to approximately 50 million pounds. 

Highways Dept have now recognised that much of the damage to the roads is caused by water and have 

made a concerted effort to make drains and gulleys a priority. It has also been decided that management of 

work will be more rigorous i.e. where possible jobs will wait until there are a few in the same area before any 

work is carried out.                                                                                                                    

COMPLETED 

 

10. Meeting with Mike German 

I contacted Mike German’s office to ask if he would be in agreement with the Conservative AM being 

invited to the meeting and suggested the date of 31st March.  Since our last meeting the removal of the free 

grass cutting service has been deferred so the only item for discussion would be the removal of the 

discretionary band for village halls. As Mike German’s primary interest was in the removal of the free grass 

cutting service he has cancelled the meeting                                                                                           

COMPLETED   
 

11. CEDS Grant 

I have completed a CEDS application for play equipment. It was impossible to get new quotes in time for the 

deadline which was only a few days after the February meeting. When I looked in to substituting different 
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types of equipment it was apparent that the flooring would have to be renewed totally. From past research I 

know this is very expensive. It would not be possible to put in patches. I therefore had to use the quotes that I 

had for a new play horse and picnic bench. 

However in my research into new types of equipment, I spoke to various companies and I wonder if Cllrs 

would agree to a total revamp of the play area if possible with possibly a Lottery Grant. Children’s play 

equipment has changed so much. Some research would be required regarding what the children wanted but 

Amy Priest’s findings could be used for this.                                                                      

C/FWD 

Cllrs agreed that the Clerk should investigate the possibility of renewing the play equipment while 

incorporating any equipment that may not be past it’s ‘sell by date’ 

Cllr Leaf  will work with the Clerk. 

 

12. Web site 

Dave Cornwell has very kindly agreed to set up a page within the Church website and he is going to instruct 

me on the intricacies on 25th March!                                                                                     

C/FWD                             

   

13. Road from Shirenewton to Crick 

I reported the condition of this road on the far side of Red Barn Farm which appears to be falling away. 

Highways have said they will look into it but have not given me a date. (I think the cones and workmen 

which appeared in that area a day or two after I reported it was just a coincidence! The workmen were 

clearing drains)                                                                                                                                    

C/FWD 

  

Minute 2143 Items of local concern (information only)                                                                        

 Road works 

A report on road works for the forthcoming week can be found on 

www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/roadworksreport 
R113- Caerwent to Llanvair Discoed Gulley works 04/02/08 07/03/08 MCC Operations 

Out of hours 01594 836833  Traffic lights 

 
B4235 @ The Rhewl, Shirenewton Safety barriers 14/11/07 29/04/08 MCC Operations 

Out of hours 01594 836833  Traffic lights 

 
B4235-Shirenewton-Chepstow Resurfacing works 18/02/08 09/03/08 

Hanson traffic Lights 

Out of hours 01291620064 

or 07977251156 

 

The green lane adjacent to the Recreation Field 

A road has been constructed from the entrance opposite Redd Landes down to the back of the old Golf Club. 

The entrance has been widened and some hedgerow has been removed. MCC enforcement are checking with 

Land Registry to confirm who owns the land. MCC Conservation department are investigating the removal 

of the hedgerow.                                                                                                                               

 

 The Paddock, Mynyddbach 

It had been reported that the garage at this property has patio doors and decking surrounding it. MCC 

Enforcement have visited and said that there was no sign of  the garage being used as a residence but are                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

http://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/roadworksreport
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looking into whether or not planning should be obtained for the decking. 

 

Roadway in Golden Valley Area 

A roadway has appeared running down to Dinham fence. 

The Clerk will contact Enforcement 

 

Traffic Speeding in Mynyddbach and Shirenewton 

Concerned residents had raised this issue with Cllrs. This will be discussed in full at the April meeting under 

Traffic Calming 

 

Correspondence 

1.  MCC   Borrowing arrangements by Community and Town Councils for 2008-09 to remain the 

same as last year 

 

2.  MCC Newsletter about the direct care and day activities reviews 

 

3.  One Voice Wales January Issue 

 

4.  MCC Invitation to the Chairman SCC from Chairman MCC to purchase tickets to support his 

charities. Wednesday 19th March at 7pm (details previously circulated) 

 

5.  MCC Community Strategy for 2008 -11. Previously e mailed to Cllrs. The Clerk will download copies 

if requested. Any comments by April 1st 

 

6.  MCC Consultation Delivering Shared Responsibility - Performance Improvement and Community 

Planning. Previously e mailed to Cllrs. The Clerk will download copies if requested. Any comments by 

April 

8th 

 

11. To confirm date next meeting as April 7th 2008 

 

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………….. 


