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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on June 7th 2010 at Shirenewton 

Recreation  Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Harvey                

                             R Mitchell  

                      Mrs E McCombe 

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                              J Eede 

                       Mrs B Leaf  

                              C Eickhoff 

                      Mrs S Squires   

                      Ms B Moore    

                             K Morton 

 Apologies:  

         P C Cowburn                         

   In attendance: 

                   County Councillor Graham Down 

                   Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                   Ms Glynis MacDonald  

                   2 members of the public 

 

 Police report  

 PC Cowburn was unable to attend this meeting. However he will be at the Fete on June 12th  

3/5Report of a suspicious vehicle at Gaerlwydd  

4/5 Concern for an elderly female at Shirenewton.  

4/5 Suspicious caller at Earlswood.  

6/5 Report of suspicious vehicles at Earlswood - innocent explanation.  

7/5 Concern for an elderly female at Shirenewton.  

7/5 Burglary at Shirenewton. Garage entered in the early hours. Persons disturbed.  

7/5 Dog worrying livestock at a farm near Shirenewton.  

8/5 Concern for an elderly female at Shirenewton.  

11/5 Cannabis growing equipment and dead plants found in black bags at Cadira Beeches.  

18/5 Report of a possible drink driver near Shirenewton.  

20/5 Report of a possible abandoned vehicle near Shirenewton - locally owned.  

22/5 Concern for an elderly female at Shirenewton.  

22/5 Concern for an elderly male walking on the road near Shirenewton.  

24/5 Suspicious caller at Shirenewton. Irish male asking about odd jobs.  

7/5 Concern for an elderly female at Shirenewton.  

28/5 Batteries stolen from plant hire equipment near Shirenewton.  

28/5 Concern for an elderly male on the road near Shirenewton.  

4/6 Concern for an elderly female at Shirenewton.  

5/6 Reports of gunshots near Earlswood. Source not located. . 

 Rather a lot of incidents, although many are of a similar nature.  

 

 

Minute  2436    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 
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Minute 2437   To approve and sign the minutes of the Annual meeting held on  May 10th  2010 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record with the addition of the appointed members of the 

Environment Committee, Cllrs Leaf, Mitchell and Eickhoff. Also County Cllr Down should have been 

recorded in the apologies given and not as being present at the meeting. The minutes were signed by the 

Chair 

 

Minute 2438  To approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of May 10th 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair 

   

Minute 2439  Planning 

1. DC/2010/00356  Pear Tree Cottage, Mynyddbach 

Change of roof from single slope to pitch over kitchen and change of external kitchen wall 

Recommend approval by majority vote  (9 approve, 1 abstention) 

 

2.DC/2010/00454 New Mill, Earlswood 

Proposed first floor extension to create utility and en-suite 

Recommend approval 

 

3. DC/2010/00446 

The Old Rectory, Crick Road, Shirenewton 

Listed Building Consent 

Addition of cast iron gates onto driveway pillars (gates appear to have been a historic feature as pins are set 

into the pillars)  

Recommend approval 

 

4. DC/2010/00453   Shop Farm Earlswood 

Two storey extension to side and rear of existing dwelling 

Recommend refusal by majority vote (7 refuse, 2 approve, 1 abstention) 

 No indication of what will happen to the attached barn. We do not believe that under current 

regulations animals can be kept there. We would not want the attached barn to be included in the 

footprint in the future.  

 The drawings should reflect the size of the existing attached barn structure which is very large - 

possibly larger than the current dwelling. 

 The proposed roofline is 1.6m higher than the existing and this will change the character so that 

the building will no longer look like a cottage.  

 While this Council has no objection to the principle of an extension, we would want to see a more 

considered application 

 

 

Items of local concern 

Minute 2440   To receive report from Environment Committee  

The Environment Committee were unable to meet in May and a new date for June 14th has been set  C/FWD           

  

Minute 2441    To receive update on Motorbikes on the B4235 initiative    

Cllr Squires distributed copies of a flyer for Members comments  to be emailed to her. (Draft copy attached). 

Gwent Police had agreed to put their logo on the final copy on this  it would be handed out by Police in a 

Motorbike initiative they are conducting on the B4235 during the Summer months. They have already had 

some success. It was agreed that we at last appear to be making some progress and the Police should be  

thanked for their efforts.                                                                                                               C/FWD 

                                                                       

There was a suggestion that a petition calling for a 40mph speed restriction on the B4235 could be 

implemented. 
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It was agreed that the petition could be begun at the Fete and Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators 

(who are sharing a stand with SCC) will organise this                                                        C/FWD 

 

Minute 2442    To receive report on tree removal/felling order on Bluebell Lane   

Cllr Harvey reported that he had contacted the Forestry Commission to find out if a tree felling order had 

been issued and was awaiting a reply                                                                                             C/FWD                

                                                                

Minute 2443    To receive update on production of Annual Newsletter   

Cllr Eede reported that he  had sent some reports to Cllr Eickhoff for formatting. However there was some 

space remaining and Cllrs were called upon to send in reports or photographs by Tuesday late afternoon at 

the latest to enable Cllr Eickhoff to complete the letter for Cllr Eede to arrange printing of 300 copies in time 

for the Fete                                                                                                                            C/FWD 

 

Minute 2444   To confirm preparations in hand for stand at Fete   

Cllr Leaf will provide the gazebo. Cllrs Leaf and  McCombe will man the stand along with County Cllr 

Down and Cllr Moore will represent Neighbourhood Watch. PC Cowburn will also be present. Leaflets and 

information will be available about the B4235 motorbike initiative , the forthcoming Referendum and also 

the SCC Annual Newsletter. A petition for the reduction of the speed limit to 40mph on the B4235 will be 

available for people to sign. County Cllr Down offered to formally present the petition to MCC.  C/FWD 

 

Minute 2445    To receive details of Deposition from Cllr White re Owain Glyndwr status for Blethyn 

Close field  

Cllr Harvey has spoken to Cllr White and is confident that he will be in possession of the Deposition very 

soon.    

 

At this point Cllr Mitchell left the meeting without explanation 

 

Minute 2446    To consider implications of registering land at  Blethyn Close as Village Green   

The pros and cons of registering the whole of Blethyn Close field (including the former allotments) was 

discussed. It would require quite a lot of work from Cllrs who would have to interview residents to complete 

an evidence form for each one to send with the application. One application form or a petition signed by all 

would not be acceptable as evidence. There is no cost involved. If accepted the land will remain available for 

Community use in perpetuity. 

It was unanimously agreed by all Cllrs present that the application for Village Green status should go 

ahead as an additional strategy. 

It was further agreed that a committee would be set up consisting of Cllrs McCombe, Morton, Saysell, 

Squires, Eede and Leaf.  An initial meeting will be held to discuss the best way to tackle the completion 

of the evidence. (Cllr Leaf will be unable to attend the first meeting due to work commitments but will 

help with the gathering of evidence)  Meeting date Thursday 10th June at 2pm 

   

 

Cllr Mitchell returned to the meeting at this point  

 

Minute 2447  Items of local concern - information only 

 

   
Hedgerow that appears to have been removed at Gaerllwyd behind the bus stop.  

Jerry Lewis from Countryside looked at it and he says   it appears as if it is mainly bramble that has been 

cleared. He could find little evidence of anything "woody" having been removed. There is no evidence of 

anything having been "grubbed up" so whatever was removed is likely to now re-grow. From what he saw he 

would have said that the sections (that are now re-fenced) would not have been covered by the Hedgerow 

Regulations. If anyone has any evidence of woody plants being present then please let him know so that he 

can investigate further.                                                                                            COMPLETED 



 

 

4 

 

 

Wentwood Mountain Bike Centre - a change of direction 

The Clerk informed Members that the consultants employed by MCC to carry out the feasibility study of a 

mountain bike centre based on the former Forestry Commission building within Wentwood forest are about 

to produce a final report. Briefly the findings have highlighted landowners concerns surrounding potential 

conflicts with other user groups, incompatibility with the restoration of ancient woodland and a lack of 

resources to undertake additional maintenance and take on additional responsibilities. Also there is 

considerable doubt as to whether the local highway network could accommodate the amount of additional 

traffic likely to be generated by a mountain bike centre of sufficient size to be self financing.  

In light of this the study has now looked at using the current network of forest roads to serve existing levels 

of use and allow for some limited growth over the next five years or so. It is hoped that a steering or liaison 

group will be formed 

It was agreed that Cllr Morton will contact MCC to advise them of SCC’s interest in becoming part of 

the steering group                                                                                                                          C/FWD 

 

Caravan at Red barn Farm 

It was noted that there appears to be someone permanently residing in the caravan at Red barn farm.  

It was agreed that the Clerk should speak with David Adams about this.                                    C/FWD 

 

Path to School 

It was noted that this is overgrown 

The Clerk will contact MCC Footpaths                                                                                           C/FWD 

 

It was also noted that at grid ref. ST977.444 (across the junction of the B4235) hedgerow has been removed, 

a very large amount of stone has been deposited and a very large gate put in 

The Clerk will inform MCC Enforcement                                                                                        C/FWD 

 

Concern was expressed that the new owner of the field next to the SAMFAL field in Mynyddbach appears to 

have extended his garden into the field. He has knocked down his original garden wall and also put in 

concrete footings and new fence. 

The Clerk will advise MCC Enforcement                                                                                        C/FWD 

 

Minute 2448     Short reports from meetings attended 

None attended this month 

 

 Minute 2449  To consider Financial Matters 

a)  Bills presented for payment    

     Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction (in line with SCP 18)                        431.00 

          Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                                        98.13 

     Stationery and Expenses                                                                                  47.32 

 

Spencer Hughes (notice board  refurbishment Mynyddbach)                              200.00 

J Saysell Work carried out in play area (minute 2344 May 2009)                      446.50 

C A Jones Flowers, baskets and compost for displays (from Prize money 2009)   108.68 

C A Jones Village Green Registration Book OSS                                                10.00 

 

Annual Insurance Premium   AON                                                                   1247.57   

The Clerk reported that Allianz has been taken over by AON. She had sought other quotes and received a 

lesser quote and some increase to existing benefits from another company. However it meant being tied in to 

that company for three years. When she approached AON with the details, they agreed to match the 

increased benefits without insisting on SCC being tied to them for three years and they also slightly reduced 

the premium 
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b) To confirm refurbishment of Gaerllwyd notice board   

It was agreed to ask Mr Hughes to re-furbish the notice board at Gaerllwyd - the last of the four SCC 

boards  

 

c) To consider Clerk’s attendance at SLCC regional Conference on July 14th - cost for Members £55   

It was agreed that the Clerk should attend the SLCC Conference 

 

d) To consider sending Delegate to One Voice Wales 2010 Conference and AGM on 9th October - cost for 

members £75 (£65 if booked before 30/07/10)  

It was agreed that a delegate should be sent. Cllr Harvey said he would attend 

 

e) To sign the Statement of Assurance for the Annual Audit return 

 The Annual Governance Statement acknowledging the responsibility of  Members for the Council’s 

internal controls was read out by the Clerk, agreed by Members and signed by the Chair on behalf of 

the Council 

  

Minute  2450 Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs 

 

 1. Allotments /Affordable Housing, Blethyn Close 

As you are aware there was an Appeal against MCC’s refusal of  the planning application for two affordable 

houses at Blethyn Close held in Shirenewton Church Hall on May 20th. Cllrs McCombe, Saysell, Squires and 

myself attended along with County Cllr Graham Down (who spoke very well for the Community case). 

There was a really good turnout of residents - the hall was full. The applicant was represented by Jan Milsom 

the architect. MCC was represented by a Planning Consultant  

At the beginning of the meeting the Inspector made the point that this land was effectively green belt land 

and therefore should not be built upon so the onus was really on the applicant’s representative to show that 

there was an overriding reason to go against this. He then commented that this did not appear to be an issue 

as far as MCC was concerned  and the Solicitor representing MCC confirmed this. MCC’s reason for refusal 

was simply stated as being the design of the development i.e two storey where they would prefer a single 

storey.  

The Inspector gave everyone who wished to air a view time to do so and appeared to be very thorough. After 

the general meeting in the Hall he spent some time at the site (he had previously visited it). He indicated that 

we would have a result in about three weeks. 

County Cllr Down visited the site with the Inspector. He is not optimistic that the result will be in our favour. 

He has  suggested that if the Appeal is upheld MCC and Ateb Lleol will want to move quickly. It was stated 

during the meeting that if Planning is granted then MCC will immediately transfer the land to Ateb Lleol. 

Once the building has been completed the land will be transferred back to MCC’s housing.  

At the point of transfer Land Registry must inform SCC that this is happening. That is their only 

involvement. We can then apply to MCC to purchase the land on our behalf under a Compulsory Purchase 

Order. If MCC do not agree to do this or do not respond within eight weeks then we can ask  the Secretary of 

State to act for us.  

During the meeting the applicant’s  representative stated that they had not gone to MCC asking for this land 

but MCC had gone to them and offered it to them. I don’t know who in MCC made the offer but it begs the 

question ‘Who had the authority to go against the Cabinet decision to sell the land?’ (see 2 below  New 

Senior Management Structure) 

County Cllr Down has suggested (as I previously informed you via e mail) that it may be a good idea to try 

and attain Village Green status for the whole of the field and former allotment area. Following agreement 

from Cllrs I have begun this process and it is on the June Agenda for discussion. 

 

2. New Senior Management Structure in MCC 

I have received a letter this week from Jenny Lewis  who has been appointed to the newly created post  MCC 

Citizen Engagement Manager. She told me that ‘we all hope that this will be the development of a more 
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thoughtful and fruitful relationship between Community and Town Councils and MCC, to the benefit of 

local communities’ She asked if I could share any ongoing issues with the County Councils that I had been 

unable to resolve (could I!!!!) so that she would have some idea of where MCC are going wrong. I have 

asked the question about who had the right to go against a Cabinet decision and several other questions. I 

have also asked for a meeting. She has responded by saying that she will try and ask the right questions of 

the right people and get back to me. 

Steve Greenslade, who we are supposed to have a meeting with on 21st June, I am told by Jenny that Steve is 

to remain with the Council but his role is changing and he will not be managing estates or finances in the 

same way but will be very much paving the way for a new modern Council. I have now asked if the meeting 

will still be with Steve or the name of the person who will take his place and I am awaiting a response                                           

                                                                                                                                                            C/FWD  
  

 

3.  Update on planning applications   

Ref: Address SCC recommendation MCC decision 

 No applications determined in May   

 

 

 

 

 

4. Other Planning Matters 

I was asked to look into the new entrance that has been formed at Lower Weyloed, Mynyddbach. On 17th 

February 2009 MCC approved an application DC/2009/00010 for an amended access. On 5th May 2009 a 

further application DC/2009/00263 was approved to alter the splay and a few other things. It appears that the 

alterations are in compliance with the approval granted.                                                 COMPLETED 

 

Box Tree Cottage. Members were told that residents had demolished property and were living in garage. I 

have been unable to find an application for Box Tree Cottage     

The   property is apparently Pentwyn Bach and the Clerk will advise MCC  Enforcement        
                                                                          

5. Enforcement issues 

New cases    

Mynders Cottage     Alleged unauthorised works 

This was reported to both Enforcement and Countryside departments. I have heard from Countryside that 

they are waiting for the outcome of Enforcement investigations before issuing a notice to reinstate hedgerow.  

See Agenda item for report from Cllr Leaf re environment issue of cutting hedges in nesting season   

Further to this there has been a lot of work going on in the next field. A road is being put in up to the barn. 

The road is going off an existing access. There is nothing to stop the landowner putting in the road to the 

barn. Maybe it is time to try and get the issue of weight restriction (except for access), that we raised in our 

Traffic Calming document, implemented. The Officer dealing with this case is on holiday until Monday but I 

hope to bring more information to the meeting.                                                                                                                                               

C/FWD 

The Clerk reported that she had spoken with Alison Pankhurst (the Enforcement Officer this morning. 

She has visited Mynders Cottage and at the time thought that the field where the quarry is was separate 

from Mynders Cottage so applied to Land Registry for details. She now has an address in Govilon for the 

owner and will also visit the site where the road has been put in and contact the owner to see what his 

intentions are .     

                                                                                             

Land opposite Huntsman  Creation of new access 

I have heard from Countryside that they are waiting for the report from Highways re the possibility that there 

was an existing access which was overgrown                                                                                      C/FWD                                                                                        
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Enforcement has spoken with David  Adams  regarding the two entrances that I referred to them.  With 

regard to the one next to the Tennis Courts, he admitted this was wider than originally approved and will be 

submitting an amended plan shortly. Planning will then see if this can be treated as a minor amendment to 

the original approval.                                                                                                                   C/FWD 

With regard to  the other access he has enlarged towards the back of the former Golf course. He stated that 

he had widened this access in the last few months and given this and the fact that there was no planning 

history, a new planning application would be required for the works undertaken. Mr Adams stated that this 

would be submitted by the beginning of July.                                                                            C/FWD 

 

Untidy land at Mynyddbach at Huntsman Hill. 

There is apparently still an order remaining on this from the last time it was cleared up.  Alison Pankhurst 

has told me that she has written to Land Registry to get the exact location of the land and has received a 

response. I don’t know why she had to do this again. I mentioned to her again that there are more sheds 

than approved in the planning application and she said she will look into this. I have already sent in this 

request a few weeks ago.                                                                                     C/FWD 

 

6. Highways  

I have informed Highways of the reported proliferation of signs that have appeared and I have heard from 

them that the area foreman is going to look at it.        C/FWD     

                                                                                                    

7. Meeting re Car Park drainage at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 

I met with Steve Lane , MCC and Gordon Hughes. MCC have agreed to put in two new drains on the main 

road adjacent to the top of the play area (near the entrance to the Green Lane) they will lay a pipe under the 

hedgerow at the back of the play area but will make good anything they disturb there. They will also 

reinstate the roll over at the entrance to the car park. The Recreation association have received confirmation 

via their Solicitor that the contractors who damaged the car par surface accept liability and will overlay the 

car park. A few minor details still have to be sorted out e.g who pays for the re marking of the car park. It is 

hoped that MCC will oversee this work.             COMPLETED 

 

8. Referendum meeting with Nick Ramsay. 

I have advertised this in the Parish magazine and also on the Notice Boards. I have made posters for the 

stand at the Fete and also I have obtained  300 leaflets from Wales Tomorrow which can be given out while 

drawing attention to the meeting on July 12th. If you would personally like some further information (in case 

anyone asks you questions!) you might find the Tomorrow’s Wales Supporters Pack helpful. You can view it 

on www.tomorrow-wales.org/resources/Tomorrow’s%20Wales   

The Church Hall is booked and it was agreed that a request should be made to the Church for tea and 

coffee to be provided                                                                                                                   C/FWD 

                                                                                                                                                           

9. Best Kept Village 

You will see from the Agenda how much has been spent so far ( and there is a further £41 to be added to this 

which I will include next month) We have achieved a lot with this. We bought the compost and because we 

need a display in June we bought larger plants.  

We bought flowers for displays at the entrance to the village (at Redd Landes and Owl Barn, at the War 

Memorial and at the back of the Tan House. We also bought the baskets for the display at the Redd Landes 

entrance to the village which Rob Edwards planted up. The containers at the War Memorial and Owl Barn 

were planted up and made by Rob Edwards and the three  at the back of the Tan House were planted up and 

made by Peter Morris. Rob Edwards also planted up the centre village display which was paid for by 

Howard Sheen. We have willing helpers who will feed and water the flowers. 

Possibly the biggest improvement made was at the back of the Tan House where the strip of land was dug 

out and fresh chippings were laid on top of a membrane. This was quite a job. This was all done free of 

charge by John Saysell with help from Roffe Edwards, Stan Jones and Peter Morris.  

The WI did a sterling job clearing the War Memorial path and steps. 
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Unfortunately the necessary work being carried out at the Recreation Hall will probably rule it out of 

winning Best Kept Village Hall this year. On a positive note it will be completed this weekend and so will 

look its best in time for the Fete. 

Lots of people have ’have done their bit’ and helped to make the Village look really good. If we don’t win 

this year we will have still have achieved our objective to make the village look its best and the community 

spirit has been great.  

Unfortunately I believe the Judges visited on Thursday and the last of the work was completed at the 

weekend but we live in hope !  

                                                

Minute 2451 To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being July 5th at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 

 

                                                                                                        Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         Date……………………………….. 


