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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on June 1st 2009 at Shirenewton 

Recreation Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                        Ms B Moore 

                              J Harvey                

                             R Mitchell  

                             C Eickhoff   

                             K Morton 

                      Mrs B Leaf 

                      Mrs E McCombe 

 Apologies:  

         Councillors: 

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                              J Eede 

 

   In attendance: 

                  PC Cowburn    

                 Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council                        

                 Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                  1 member of the public 

 

 In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Eede, the meeting was chaired by Cllr McCombe  

                        

Police report from 10/05/09 to 30/05/09  

13.5.09     accidental 999 from Mynyddbach 

15.5.9       complaint about motorbikes, Mynyddbach  

18.5.09      off road motorcycles in Wentwood 

18.5.09      flooding on B4235 near the Huntsman Inn 

21.05.09    white transit van seen in suspicious circumstances near Shirenewton Village Hall 

24.05.09    motorbikes in Wentwood 

28.05.09    off road motorcycle being ridden around Shirenewton 

29.05.09    motorcycles in Wentwood 

30.05.09     Irish male in Transit van trying to sell generators and power washers in Earlswood area 

30.05.09     youths on bikes in Wentwood  

 

PC Cowburn was closely questioned on the continuing nuisance problem of motorcycle noise and poor 

driving skills of some motorcyclists. There are two separate issues - off road bikes in Wentwood and bikes 

on the Usk Road. Members wanted to know if there was a Force policy in place.  

PC Cowburn said that the problems are County and  Countrywide. Many bikes while noisy are being driven 

responsibly.  

He said that he is hoping to give more attention to Wentwood forest at the weekends and would like to set up 

an operation with other Officers. However he said resources are stretched. 

For the Usk Road he suggested that the public should be encouraged to take details of the registration 

number and notify Police when they see a bike being driven dangerously.  

 

One Cllr made the comment that some of the bikes have number plates which are too small to read. Cllrs felt 

that while it may be unrealistic to expect a Police presence on the roadside daily, if there was a Police 
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presence occasionally, for instance on a Sunday once a month, it would show that something was being done 

to try and curb the nuisance to residents.  

 

PC Cowburn and Cllr Moore will attend the joint Police/Community Council surgery on Saturday 6th June. 

They will be at the Recreation Hall from 12 until 12.30 and thereafter will walk around the village. 

 

PC Cowburn will attend the Shirenewton Church Fete on the 13th June. 

 

Minute 2334      To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Minute 2335    To approve and sign the minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on  May 11th 

2009 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record with the following amendment and were signed by 

the  Chairman 

Representative on the Shirenewton Recreation Committee is Cllr Beverley Moore not Cllr Beverley Leaf 

 

Minute 2336  To approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held on  May 11th 

2009 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman 

 

Minute 2337   Planning 

1. Red Barn Farm, Crick 

Retention of use of part of existing farmyard for parking of six no. 32 tonne tipper lorries 

Recommend refusal 

 There can be no justification for this unless it is intended for agricultural purposes and we believe this is 

not the case 

 It will encourage even more heavy lorries to use Shirenewton village 

 It will result in the establishment of a second haulage business on the edge of the village. Coalpits Farm 

is within 250 yds. 

 The egress is on a relatively fast stretch of road.  

 

**  It has been brought to our attention that a field only a short distance down this road (but actually in 

Mathern ward) currently used by an archery club is also being used for haulage lorries.  

 

* * Red Barn Farm is not a farm with a residence and farmyard. It is this Council’s understanding that it has 

agricultural rights only. There is objection to the creeping scope in use beyond original intended usage.  

 

2.Old Coach House (Ardnog) adjacent to the Grondra, Shirenewton 

Relocation of an existing drive serving the Old Coach House. New drive to be constructed using self binding 

gravel 

 No reasons provided to alter original recommendation for refusal 

 Currently a shared driveway which is sufficient 

 Concern about the safety of the egress of another driveway on to this very narrow lane 

 Proposed driveway on open farmland 

 

3. The Grondra, Shirenewton 

Construction of a garage adjacent to existing dwelling and construction of new timber staircase to provide 

access to first floor level of existing building 

Recommend refusal with the following comments: 

 The proposed triple garage is forward of the existing house  

 Totally unsympathetic and it will detract severely from the Grade 11 listed frontage of the house 

 It would be sitting on the rose garden 
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 Garages should be moved to rear of property out of view of the Grade 11 listed frontage (eastern 

elevation) 

 External staircase totally out of keeping   

 

4. (Listed Building Consent) The Grondra, Shirenewton 

Construction of a garage adjacent to existing dwelling and construction of new timber staircase to provide 

access to first floor level of existing building 

Recommend refusal with the following comments 

 The proposed triple garage is forward of the existing house  

 Totally unsympathetic and it will detract severely from the Grade 11 listed frontage of the house 

 It would be sitting on the rose garden 

 Garages should be moved to rear of property out of view of the Grade 11 listed frontage (eastern 

elevation) 

 External staircase totally out of keeping   

 

5. Ashlea, Weyloed Lane, Mynyddbach 

Removal/modification of condition 3 on approval DC/2007/01692 and retention of fenestration changes 

Recommend approval  

 

 Items of local concern   

Minute  2338   To determine action plan for motorcycle problems on Usk Road 

There was further discussion on this topic after PC Cowburn had left the meeting.  

It was suggested  that all Councils who were affected by the problems on the roads from Usk to 

Abergavenny should be invited to a joint meeting. The Police should also be represented.  

It was  resolved that the Clerk should write to all Councils involved.  If sufficient interest is shown 

then a meeting could be set up.                                                                                            

C/FWD 

 

Minute  2339 To determine 3 key objectives for forthcoming year 

It was agreed at the last meeting that all Cllrs would send the Clerk their view of the 3 key objectives for the 

coming year. The Clerk compiled a list and informed Cllrs of the three that had secured the most votes. The 

other objectives that were suggested would also be circulated by the Clerk and work still be carried out to 

progress these where possible 

It was resolved that the three main objectives would be circulated to all Cllrs by the Clerk for 

agreement as not all members were at the meeting.                                               

C/FWD                                                                           

 

 

Minute   2340     To discuss future joint communication and planning meeting 

Once the 3 key objectives have been agreed upon the communication and planning meeting can be discussed   

It was resolved to take this item forward to the next meeting                                C/FWD                                                                                                                       

 

Minute  2341    To discuss Annual Newsletter   

Cllr Eickhoff had previously circulated a draft of the Newsletter to all Cllrs for comment. He was still 

finalising it with Cllrs Eede and Leaf. The newsletter will be ready in time for the Fete. There was discussion 

about how many copies, cost and distribution method. 

It was resolved that 300 copies would be printed and Cllr Eickhoff was authorised to do this at a cost 

of no more than £30. If the cost is in excess of this he will report back to Members via e mail.      

 

It was further resolved that copies of the Newsletter will be handed out at the Fete from the 

Community Council stand.  Spare copies could be placed in the Parish magazine or in the local pubs.                                                          

 

Minute 2342  To receive recommendations on proposals from sub-committee for Welsh Assembly 
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Draft Charter 

Cllrs. Eede, Harvey and McCombe met to discuss the Draft Charter. Cllr McCombe had written a foreword 

that could be adopted or amended. Cllr Harvey detailed some small changes that the sub-committee thought 

should be made to the Draft. The views of the Community Council will be taken forward at the One Voice 

Wales meeting on June 11th  

 It was resolved that the amendments suggested by the sub-committee be adopted and put forward to 

One Voice Wales for their discussion   
 

Minute 2343   To receive update on arrangements for Community Council stand at Fete 

Cllr Moore reported that arrangements are in hand. The stand will be shared with Neighbourhood Watch. 

Cllrs Eede, Leaf, Mitchell and Moore will man the stand during the afternoon.  It was suggested  that 

residents are asked what their concerns/priorities are. 

It was agreed that it would be a good idea for residents to express their opinions in this way. They will 

be recorded and analysed                                                                                                          

C/FWD                                                                                                 

 

Minute  2344    Items of local concern - information only 

Councillor vacancy- Mynyddbach ward.  

MCC as been notified and the position advertised at MCC and the One Stop Shop as well as locally. If MCC 

do not receive sufficient response by June 12th then the Community Council can co-opt a Member   C/FWD 

Cllr Mitchell (past Chair) will respond to Cllr Crundwell’s letter of resignation  

 

Minute 2345   To receive report from Environment sub-committee 

The new committee has been unable to arrange their first meeting but hope arrange it soon and will advise 

the Clerk of the date.                                                                                                                             

C/FWD 
 

Minute 2346  Items of local concern - information only 

Mor Hafren Area Committee - communication 

The Clerk drew attention to an item in the Minutes of the Mor Hafren Area Committee. Shirenewton and 

Mynyddbach Fields Association  (SAMFAL) were  offered a lease on the main field at Blethyn Close about 

eighteen months ago. Since then they have found great difficulty in progressing this because of the extremely 

poor communication from the Estates department at MCC. Two Members of SAMFAL actually attended the 

Area Committee meeting and addressed Members there concerning their frustrations. Their reward was an 

apology from the Chairman on behalf of the Authority and meeting with the Estate Manager shortly after!  

 

Traffic calming 

The promised 20mph signs have been painted on the relevant roadways. However the signs on posts between 

the markings still say 30mph. The Clerk will investigate 

 

 

Minute 2343    Short reports from meetings attended 

None attended 

   

Minute 2344  To consider Financial Matters 

a)  Bills presented for payment    

     Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction (in line with SCP 18)                        414.12 

     Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                                              98.13 

     Stationery and Expenses                                                                                   

24.60   

     Cumbria Clock Company Ltd                                                                         

161.00 

      MCC annual playground inspection                                                                
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74.75  

It was resolved to make all payments    
 

b) ) To authorise Clerk to change Insurance Companies if required.  

Currently SCC is insured with Allianz and the premium has gone up this year to £1604.61. The Clerk 

reported that she had  spoken with Zurich and received a quote from them this afternoon. It is for £1173.07  

This is cheaper by £431.54.  She  spoke to Allianz when she  first received their quote to complain that it 

had gone up again  and told them that she  would be seeking other quotes.  Allianz said that they don’t 

want to lose our custom and would look to match whatever the quote from another Insurance company. As 

she  only had the Zurich quote late this afternoon she had not had chance to get back to them . If Allianz 

match the quote then we can carry on with them. However if they do not she requested  authorisation from 

the Council to change Insurance Companies to Zurich. The premium has to be paid by the 15th of June and 

she  will be asking two Cllrs to sign a cheque before the next meeting anyway for one or other of the 

Insurance companies.  

It was resolved to give authority to the Clerk to obtain Insurance cover with the lowest quote. 

                                                                            

c) To consider repairs required to playground as per annual inspection report 

 

The report indicated that the playground equipment had been kept in good order but there was some essential 

maintenance required. This would need to be done quickly as it is an condition of the Insurance Company.  

The Clerk had received two quotes 

    MCC total cost      £440 plus VAT 

     Local builder        £380 plus VAT 

It was resolved to employ the local builder to carry out the work  

 

Minute 2345 Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

(Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs) 

  1. Grass cutting 

I have had talks with Chepstow Cricket Club and MCC. The Cricket Club is not entirely happy with the way 

MCC cuts the field. Chepstow’s grounds man  has agreed to cut the outfield during the cricket season. This 

probably accounts for half of the field. I have spoken with Tim O’Donovan at MCC and agreed a reduced 

figure for cutting the grass on the Recreation Field . The result of this will be a reduction of £940 per annum. 

However MCC have already cut the whole of the field on four  occasions and so taking that into account the 

reduction for this year is £705. While I appreciate that Members feel that the Community Council should not 

be paying anything at all, I hope you agree that this is an acceptable way forward until OVW can suggest a 

possible solution.   

 

2. Recreation Field drainage problems 

I am delighted to report that the Recreation Association has obtained a grant for £13500 for drainage to be 

put in the field. Work will hopefully begin at the end of June /beginning of July.   

                                                      

3. Allotments  
Despite requesting information  both directly via MCC and from County Cllr Down, I have received nothing 

to date. As you will be aware from previous e mails, I have requested, Under the Freedom of Information 

Act, sight of  all the information that MCC holds. Under the FOI, ‘ a Public Authority must comply with a 

request promptly and must provide information within 20 working days. If they need more time they must 

write and tell you when they will answer and why they need more time’  

As they had not responded within the time frame (and I have also previously sent a reminder) I e mailed 

again to Cllr Greenland asking for the information (or a satisfactory response as to why they need more time) 

by Friday 29th May. I advised him that if the information is not received by that date then I will contact the 

Information Commissioner.   

At 3.15 on Friday afternoon, I received an e mail from Mike Trigg Performance Monitoring Officer and 

he said that he had that day received a pile of correspondence (with more to come) which he had to go 
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through to delete names because of Data Protection. He said he would hopefully be sending the first lot 

out to me on Monday or Tuesday. 

Cllrs agreed that this was not within the law of the FOI Act and agreed that the Clerk should inform the 

Information Commissioner. 

Cllr Down apologised for not getting back to the Clerk but had only just received the information that she 

had requested from him. The Clerk had previously been made aware that MCC were thinking of putting 

one or two low cost housing units on the ‘former allotment land at Blethyn Close. She had asked Cllr 

Down to confirm or deny this. Cllr Down stated that this indeed was a suggestion that had been put 

forward as a possibility but it has at present gone no further than that. When questioned why this had not 

been put forward as a candidate site Cllr Down said that affordable  housing was considered to be outside 

of the LDP.  

Cllrs said they were shocked by the suggestion of using the land for housing as it is Open Amenity Land. 

When it had been advertised for sale in December it was stated by MCC that there would be a covenant on 

the land which would not allow building. 

 

 

4. Best Kept Village 

All areas of the village have volunteers to strim/tidy up/ wash signs (and even the odd telephone box) and do 

whatever is required. 

I hope you have all seen the floral display in the centre of the village. The wood was provided by John 

Saysell, the trough was made by Rob Edwards and the flowers provided by Howard Sheen. As you all know 

by now judging will be carried out at anytime during the month of June. 

The WI cleared the path from the War Memorial to the Church and also the steps in front of the 

Memorial and they made an excellent job of this 

I have again rung MCC re road sweeping and as they told me last year, lots of villages are in the same 

position as us and we just have to take our turn. Apparently the big sweeper is in the Magor area this week 

and is going in for a service next week. However MCC  agreed that  will arrangements will be made for 

the smaller machine to come in the next two weeks. I have asked that they especially do the back road of 

the TA fork roads. 

I have reminded MCC of the need to clear the path to school from Ditch Hill and this should be done in 

the next few days. 

Cllrs asked that the WI be thanked for their efforts. 

 

5. Calor Village of the Year 
I am sorry but it has been impossible for me make to make contact with all the groups in the village in time 

for the deadline of 29th May. This application would have to involve all of the Community groups and so my 

suggestion is that I continue to speak to groups to get their agreement to be involved and hopefully 

participate next year.  

Cllr Leaf will share the task.  

 

6. Visit to National Assembly Senydd  

The arrangements for Cllrs Eede, Harvey and Morton have been confirmed and I have been provided with an 

information pack to pass on.   

 

7. Charles Arnold Baker reference book  
Last month members agreed to pay for a copy of this ‘Clerk’s bible’ at a cost of £67 and a cheque was duly 

signed . After the meeting I found that SLCC will provide a copy to Members for £53.60 (available in June). 

I have therefore destroyed the cheque numbered 1010843 and ordered a copy from SLCC and the Council 

will be invoiced for this. 

 

8. Playground equipment 

I am sorry to report that we were unsuccessful in obtaining a CEDS grant for refurbishment of the play area. 

It would seem that because we already have a play area we would not be considered a ‘worthy cause’. It 
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would apparently be more acceptable a project for grant funding if it was a completely new venture - so it’s 

back to the drawing board. Tim O’Donovan from MCC told me after he had done his annual inspection that 

he thought the equipment was in quite good condition.  

 

9. Update on planning applications 

Rock House, Mynyddbach DC/ 2009/00274 approved on 8th May 2009  

 

 

 Correspondence 

 1. Severn Estuary Coastal  Group. Invitation to meeting on 8th June in Bristol or 10th June in Penarth to 

give input into Shoreline Management Plan Review (previously e mailed to Cllrs) 

 

2. Gwent NHS Reform Briefing number 2. (previously e mailed to all Cllrs) 

 

3. National Association for AONB.  ‘Outstanding’ magazine  

 

4. OVW   Notification received that a special meeting has been called to discuss ‘The Model Charter’ on 

Thursday 11th June at 7pm, Old School Hall, Chepstow Road, Raglan NP15 2EN 

Cllrs Harvey and McCombe will attend 

  

Minute 2346  To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being July 6th 2009 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………….. 


