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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on July 6th 2009 at Shirenewton 

Recreation Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                        Ms B Moore 

                              J Harvey                

                             R Mitchell  

                             C Eickhoff   

                             K Morton 

                      Mrs B Leaf 

                      Mrs E McCombe 

 Apologies:  

         Councillors: 

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                              J Eede 

 

   In attendance: 

                  PC Cowburn    

                 Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                  5 members of the public 

 

  

 Cllr McCombe, Vice Chair  opened the meeting as Cllr Eede had been unavoidably delayed                        

Police report  

31.05  Off road motorcycles at Penycaemawr 

1.06     Criminal damage at a teenage party in Shirenewton 

5.06      Car in hedge B4235 between Shirenewton and Chepstow 

5.06       Trespassers clay pigeon shooting at a farm near Shirenewton 

5.06       House alarm Mynyddbach - fault 

7.06       3 quad bikes made off from a Police Officer at Earlswood 

8.06       Suspicious youth loitering near Mynyddbach 

1106      Road accident near Huntsman Inn - car and motorcycle 

12.06     House alarm Shirenewton - fault 

12.06    Two cars with no tax at Shirenewton 

13.06     Insecure car entered at Shirenewton and property stolen 

14.06     Male came off motorcycle at Earlswood 

17.06     3 off-road motorcycles at Earlswood 

19.06     Lottery scam received via e mail at Shirenewton 

21.06     Suspicious vehicle seen at Penycaemawr. Vauxhall Astra 

28.06     Couple failed to pay for meal at a local public house 

1.07      Suspicious motorcyclist seen at Blethyn Close 

4.07      Suspicious males at a farm near Shirenewton - who were subsequently arrested 

 

 

Minute 2347      To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Minute 2348    To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  June 1st 2009 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record  
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Minute 2349    Planning 

 

1. Well Bungalow, Earlswood 

Demolish existing dwelling and construct replacement dwelling 

Recommend approval 

 

Cllr Eede took over the Chair from Cllr McCombe for the remainder of the meeting 

 

2. Land adjoining Azalea Cottage, Mynyddbach 

Construction of a new dwelling 

Recommend approval by majority with the following comments 

Concerns were raised about the existing concentration of buildings in this area and the close proximity 

of the new building to Azalea Cottage. There was also some concern over the loss of trees 

 

3. Llwyn Celyn, Shirenewton 

Internal refurbishment, rendering of external walls and replacement/repair of external doors and windows. 

Construction  of new access off existing lane and an internal driveway with turning facility 

Recommend approval with the following conditions /comments 

 The existing entrance which is flagged by two stone walls should be used as there is no need for a 

new entrance to be constructed. 

 

Members were saddened to see that the outside buildings were now separate from Llwyn Celyn. The 

modern bungalow that was built some years  ago on the land for an agricultural worker is now used 

as the main farmhouse and the outbuildings are in use by the farmer. It is felt by Members that the 

outbuildings should also be listed and preserved. 

It would appear that a large amount of hedgerow has already been removed 

 
4. Ty Twr, Ditch Hill Lane, Shirenewton 

Erection of Garden shed for storage and summer house 

Recommend approval 

 

5. Land at Mynyddbach between Weyloed Lane, Dancing Hill, Huntsman Hill and Usk Road 

Application for planning permission for galvanised agricultural shed - storage for hay and agricultural 

equipment 

Recommend that recommendation be deferred until more explicit plans received  

 There is no accurate indication of how far the proposed shed would be from the road or residential 

buildings 

 Planning department has advised SCC that the owner will want to use this shed for lambing but 

there is no indication of the intention within the plans. 

 SCC would wish to be advised of exact positioning of shed and confirmation of usage before it is 

able to make a recommendation 

 

Agricultural notification 

Land adjacent to California Lane, Gae Fawr 

Extension to form hay barn 

 

 

 Items of local concern  

 

Minute 2350   To determine way forward for issues with MCC  

The Clerk informed the meeting that she had now received information on the land at Blethyn Close that she 

requested from MCC although she is doubtful that she has received all the information that is held. She has 

reported MCC to the Information Commissioner and received a case number. The Clerk also stated that it is 

only on this one issue - the allotments - that she has experienced communication problems.  
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Cllrs were frustrated by the lack of clarity over this issue but resolved to keep working until the issue was 

resolved.  

Concerns were raised that residents were unaware of the reasons for delay in providing allotments 

It was resolved that the Clerk would write again to Peter Fox, Leader of the County Council asking 

for resolution. 

It was further resolved the Clerk would request an update on the current position in writing from Cllr 

Down before the next meeting.                                                                                             

C/FWD 
 

Minute 2351  To consider  co-opting new Member 

Mrs Suzi Squires was co-opted as Member for Mynyddbach ward                                   

COMPLETED 

 

 

Minute  2352  To receive feedback from Council stand at Shirenewton fete     

Cllrs who manned the stand felt it was a very worthwhile exercise. Residents were asked what their priorities 

would be for the Council to work on in the coming year.  The results are as follow                                                                                                                                                 

 

-A Village Shop 

-Speeding through (and approach) village 

 (Specific reference to “No speed humps” 7.3%) 

 

-Allotments 

--More police presence & full time manned police station (Chepstow) 

-Litter bins (particularly at bus stops) 

-Motor cycle noise / off roading in Wentwood 

-Re-furb play area also Mynydd Bach 

-Have speed camera (flashing speed) 

-More stop / slow signs 

-Re-cycling service for Earlswood 

-Maintaining footpaths 

-No more street lighting 

-No more big houses 

-Speed restrictions at The Huntsman cross roads 

-Re-surface the entrance to Clearview 

-Cycle track on B4235 

-Improve drainage of surface water 

-More police in shops! 
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Minute  2353     To con firm 3 key priorities for this year 

While it was felt that the survey carried out was limited,  Cllrs agreed that residents views must be paid due 

regard. The majority of the concerns voiced had already been discussed in previous Council  meetings when 

seeking to choose three key objectives. 

It was resolved that the three key objectives would be through improved communication with MCC, 
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Resolution to the provision of allotments 

Resolution of provision of village shop 

To lobby Highways department for the instigation of Traffic Calming measures  

 

Minute  2354   Shirenewton Shop 

There was much discussion around this item. Cllr Eickhoff outlined the situation 

The current premises would be too expensive as the residential element would be included in any sale. He 

had contacted the Official Receiver with a view to having a split sale but this was not acceptable. 

Cllr Eickhoff offered some options; 

1. Consider a temporary site such as a Porto cabin.  

This would have the advantage of getting people interested in supporting a new shop and then later, if 

successful, a permanent structure could be looked at.  The benefit of this would be that it would not incur 

the obvious expenses of a new building. The downside could be storage of stock.  

Several possible sites were suggested 

2. Consider a new building. 

Currently the BBC are offering grants for projects such as this to the tune of £400,000. The Community 

Council would not be eligible to apply. It would have to be a Community led project. A public meting would 

have to be held. Attendance of this would give some idea of interest and commitment to the project. There 

would be no financial commitment  from residents or Community Council. The grant does not require 

match funding. The deadline is unfortunately the 14th August so if this is to be taken forward by notices, 

leaflet drop and word of mouth very quickly 

It was resolved to call a public meeting on Monday 20th July at 7.30pm in the Recreation Hall.  

It was further resolved that the Clerk would print and distribute flyers to Cllrs to deliver in their own 

immediate vicinity                                                                                                                         

C/FWD 

 

Minute  2355   To discuss future joint communication and planning meeting 

It was agreed that this would be carried forward to the August meeting                                

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2356    To consider any responses to questions raised in LDP Newsletter 5 ( previously e 

mailed to all Cllrs 3rd June) 

No responses were received to this item 

  

Minute 2357     Items of local concern - information only 

The Clerk advised of new provisions fro public speaking at Planning Committees from 1st July.  

Community Councils will continue to be allowed to speak at committee. The main changes were 

 People must be registered to speak - registration must be made from noon on the Wednesday until noon 

on the Monday, before the committee. Just turning up on the day will no longer be allowed.   

 A strict rule of three minutes speaking time will be adhered to 

 There must be at least five objectors (letter or petition included) from separate households to an 

application before a member of the public may speak. Only on e member of the public may speak on 

behalf of the group. (Community and Town Councils can still speak - whether there are other objectors 

or not.   

It was agreed  that the Clerk would send out copies of the document to all Cllrs for comments at the 

next meeting                                                                                                                                

C/FWD 

 

 

Minute2358       Short reports from meetings attended 

 OVW   Cllrs Harvey and McCombe attended this meeting where the suggestions from SCC were put 

forward along with other Councils. OVW will now take these suggestions to the WA and details will be 

reported back. 
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Welsh Assembly Senydd  

Cllrs Eede, Harvey and Morton apparently had a thoroughly enjoyable day. They were given a very 

interesting tour of the building. They were greeted by Nick Ramsey AM in the Visitors Gallery and had an 

interesting discussion with him. After this they attended a debate.                                              

  

Minute 2359  To consider Financial Matters 

a)  Bills presented for payment    

     Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction (in line with SCP 18)                        431.00 

     Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                                           102.14   

     Stationery and Expenses                                                                                 

25.02 

     SLCC  Charles Arnold Baker reference book                                                 55.60 

     (purchase previously agreed in May- Minute 2331 

       at a cost of £67) 

  It was resolved to make all payments                                  

 

b) The Clerk reported that she had  received notice from Cllr Eickhoff, too late for July Agenda, that cost of 

printing leaflets was £50. Due to the very short time he had to get the printing done he had not been able to e 

mail all Cllrs.  

It was resolved to make this payment in August                                                                  

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2360 Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs 

 1. Insurance 

I contacted Allianz Insurance and informed them of the reduced premium quoted by Zurich Insurance - less 

by £431.54, and Allianz agreed to match it straight away. I have therefore continued the Council Insurance 

with Allianz and drew a cheque which was signed by Cllrs Eede and Moore.       COMPLETED  

     

2. Allotments 

I sent a report to the Commissioner and I have received a case number. 

I have now received from MCC copies of the information that they hold on the Blethyn Close site. It is quite 

clear to me that there must be more information. This will be discussed under Agenda item ’To determine 

way forward for issues with MCC’  

 

3. Best Kept Village 

The judging has been carried out - but we do not know when it happened. So many people commented on 

how nice the village looked this year. A lot of people put in some hard work to tidy up various  areas. Even 

if we do not win ‘Best Kept Village’ it was a good exercise in promoting Community spirit                        

 

4. Community Luncheon Club 

Number were down for the July lunch but Julie at the TA says she was expecting reduced numbers for the 

summer holiday period. Feedback was again very good from customers. 

  

5. Update on planning applications 

There have been no applications approved or refused since the last meeting up to 1st July 

 

Caravan Park at Wentwood Mill.   I spoken with the Case Officer who told me that he has to go back to the 

applicant as the plans are very poor. They are not to scale and he is unable to tell where things are positioned 

in relation to roads, rights of way etc. 

 

6. Motorbike nuisance 

As requested I have contacted local Councils to ask about their experience of ‘motorbike nuisance’ On the 

areas involved who have replied I report as follows:- 
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Howick     - not been raised as an issue 

St Arvans  - not been raised as an issue 

Kilgwrrwg - not been raised as an issue  

Devauden  - not been raised as an issue. Off road bikes have been a problem in the past in Chepstow woods 

but not so now (probably de-camped to Wentwood!) 

Llangwm   - late response received,  there is a problem here. Community Council is waiting for PC 

Cowburn to set up a ‘stop bikes’ initiative. Apparently this was successful in the past when set up by PC 

Mason. He applied a few fixed penalties for no number plates. He also handed out to bikers who he 

stopped, a short note written by Llangwm Council about the nuisance caused by bikers from the residents 

point of view. 

Gwernesney- awaiting response 

 

Usk - awaiting response 

Llandenny- not raised as an issue (some off road problems) 

Raglan - not raised as an issue 

Gwehelog- not raised as an issue 

Llancayo -   a definite issue. Bikes apparently race from the Three Salmons to the Chart House. Police have 

been contacted but have said that nothing can be done. 

Llangibby - not raised as an issue. Speeding motorists appear to be the problem here.  

Llanbadoc - not raised as an issue. Scrambling bikes have been a problem here. Currently subject too an 

Enforcement Order  

Raglan - not raised as an issue  

Llanfoist -awaiting response 

Abergavenny - not raised as an issue (some off road problems) Bikers behave responsibly, more likely to 

have complaints about young male drivers performing wheelies/handbrake turns in car parks)  

Tintern - I have been made aware of a group called ‘Consortium of Wye Valley Councils’ Local Council 

members include Newland, St Arvans, St Briavels, Tintern, Tidenham and Trellech. Motor bike nuisance has 

not been raised as an issue at any of their meetings. At the last meeting in July 2nd, off-roading was discussed 

and it was agreed that currently this was not a problem but would be kept under review.   

 

I have noticed that there are now ‘speed camera signs’ on the Usk to Chepstow road. I am not sure how long 

they have been there. In an effort to find out if there is a campaign being mounted there I have tried to 

contact the Police Liaison Officer for Speed Enforcement. I am waiting for her to get back to me with details.   

Apparently  the speed  camera signs have been in place for a considerable time! C/FWD 
 

                                                                 

  

 

Correspondence 

 1. Welsh Assembly. Invitation to participate in discussion  Flood and Water Management Bill workshop 

(details previously e mailed to Cllrs) 

 

2. Gwent NHS Reform Briefing Number 3 (previously e mailed to all Cllrs) 

 

3. Gwent NHS reform Briefing Number 4 (previously e mailed to all Cllrs) 

 

4. MCC. Invitation to be considered for two Community vacancies on the Monmouthshire School Admission 

Forum. Closing date for application 3rd July. (previously e mailed to all Cllrs) 

 

5. Wye Valley AONB Invitation for two Cllrs to join annual study tour (previously e mailed to all Cllrs) 

 

6. Monmouthshire Environment Partnership Board. Waste Forum meeting on 9th July at St Michael’s Centre, 

Abergavenny 7-9pm. (previously e mailed to all Cllrs) 
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7. Public Service Ombudsman for Wales. Annual Report 2008/09. Copy for circulation 

 

8. Resident of Mynyddbach. Copy of letter sent to David Davies MP regarding his concerns over high speed 

motorcycles and suggesting lower speed limits. 

  

Minute   To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being August 3rd 2009 

                                                                                                       

 

  Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                      

    Date……………………………….. 


