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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on  July 7th  2008 at Shirenewton 

Recreation Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                        Ms B Moore 

                              J Harvey                

                             C Crundwell 

                             C Eickhoff   

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                      Mrs B Leaf 

                              J Eede  

                      Mrs E McCombe 

 Apologies:  

              Councillors 

                            K Morton 

                             R Mitchell     

                PC Cowburn         

In attendance: 

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council   

                       Ms Alison Broughton 

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                       1 member of the public 

 

In the absence of Cllr Mitchell, Cllr Leaf chaired the meeting 

 

 Minute 2186    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Police report  

PC Cowburn was not available to attend the meeting but he sent a written report which was read out by the 

Clerk 

2/6/08 - 2 scam e mails requesting Bank details etc. Received Shirenewton.  

4/6/08 - Car on Fire, Shirenewton - electrical fault.  

5/6/08 - Concern yellow arrows on road - possibly linked to horse thefts. 

 5/6/08 - Theft of catalytic converter lane at rear of Usk Rd, Shirenewton  

7/6/08 - Caller stating she disturbed horse thieves - suspicious activity, near Earlswood.  

9/6/08 - Suspicious Audi at rear of Huntsman Inn - person photographing horses.  

9/6/08 - suspicious land rover near Earlswood - possibly linked to horse thefts.  

9/6/08 - suspicious van - Earlswood as above.  

10/6/08 - report of signs for Fete and play stolen - Removed by Council on Health and safety grounds! 

12/6/08 - Problems with traffic lights B4235  

13/6/08 - report of suspicious vehicle Shirenewton - No offences disclosed.  

15/6/08 - two large yellow arrows on Earlswood road. Horse thefts ?  

17/6/08 - Emergency alarm elderly resident - fault/ accidental activation.  

17/6/08 - Outbuilding entered Llanvair Discoed. Lawnmower and strimmer stolen.  

23/6/08 - Elderly female collapsed Shirenewton - ambulance required. 
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 A number of these calls were for suspicious vehicles in relation to possible horse thefts. Several of these 

calls were made from the same person. One suggested vehicle belonged to a local resident. Yellow arrows 

have elsewhere been confirmed by a Cycle Club and Chepstow Harriers. Nevertheless there remains concern 

for possible horse thefts. Do report to Police any suspicious activity.  

 

The Clerk confirmed that the next Joint Police/Community Council surgery will be held at the Recreation 

Hall on Saturday July 19th between 10am and 12. Cllr Leaf will attend. 

 

Minute 2187  To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on  June 2nd 

2008 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman 

 

Minute 2188   Planning 

1.Old Orchard, Mynyddbach 

   Second storey extension  

Recommend approval                          

A condition should be made that the hedge height on north elevation should remain the same as 

existing  

The plans may be incorrect as there has been a change of ownership between some land at Old 

Orchard and Green Cottage. 

 

2. Peniel Chapel, Llangwm 

    Conversion of chapel (amended design)                         

Recommend approval with the following observations 

There appears to be some confusion on the part of MCC as to whose area this property lies in. 

Shirenewton CC are certain that it is within the Shirenewton CC boundary.  The original planning 

application was not sent to this Council for comments. 

The plan is incorrect. It should be 1:25 but is 1:50 

There are two old yew trees marked on the plan but only one is shown as remaining. Both trees 

should be preserved if possible 

The plan shows part of a hay field being used as a turning area but no application for change of use 

We would have wished to raise the question of access rights of relatives to deceased and ownership of 

tombstones but assume that this was made clear on application for change of use? As mentioned 

previously this is the first notification that this Council has received regarding any planning 

applications. 

Overall we consider the development to be of sympathetic design 

 

3. Rose Cottage, Usk Road, Shirenewton 

Proposed barn to dwelling 

Recommend refusal on the following grounds 

The dwelling does not use original openings or original roof line and does not meet UDP standards. 

The proposed new access road on to the B4235 could be hazardous. It is very steep and there is a 

danger of a lot of surface water running down.  

The egress on to the B4235 would create problems on this busy road. The current access road 

appears to be perfectly adequate 

 

Minute 2189 To consider Financial Matters 

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                 

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  395.22 

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                               
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(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                110.04 

Stationery and Expenses                                                                             21.42 

Recreation Room hire 2008/09                                                                 200.00 

Mr Haines. Clearing of Memorial path                                                      82.25 

Mr Haines. Repairs to notice boards at Mynyddbach  

and Gaerllwyd                                                                                          

117.50 

C A Jones. Planter and floral display ( account reimbursed by 

Moon Estate Agents - sponsor)                                                                  62.49                                           

It was resolved to make all payments 

 

Items of local concern   

 

Minute 2190  To consider adoption of the new Code of Conduct for Members 

Councillors confirmed that they were  unavailable for the training session to be held on 21st July at 

Chepstow. 

It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Murray Andrews to accept his offer to attend a meeting to discuss 

some points in the Code. 

It was resolved to adopt the new Code of Conduct                                                     

COMPLETED 

 

Minute  2191 To receive update on Shop 

Cllr Eickhoff reported that the financial planners who had looked at the business plan he produced believed 

the shop could operate on a commercial basis. However it is unlikely to be successful because of the capital 

outlay for the shop and the flat above. Cllr Eickhoff had been looking at funding without any success. He has 

spoken to other people who have set up shops in the past but feels that it is more difficult now as the 

financial climate is very different now.  

A number of people in the village could be interested in investing, but some grant funding would still be 

required if the whole building is to be purchased. 

A suggestion was made that a housing authority may be interested in purchasing the flat to rent out 

It may be that the time has come to look for a new premises. A new build could be cheaper and may attract 

grant money more easily. Locations within the village have been identified by the sub-committee. 

It was agreed that approaches would be made to a Housing Association and reported on in August 

It was further agreed that a new build option could be considered and Cllr Eickhoff will circulate 

locations to all Cllrs before the August meeting                                                                     

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2192 to receive report from Environment sub committee 

Cllr Crundwell reported that he was in the process of completing the wind turbine policy. It was agreed that 

this should be a consistent policy which would provide good rationale 

He has prepared an article on the safe disposal of batteries for the Parish magazine which should be in the 

September edition. Thereafter the sub- committee will hope to produce a monthly article for the magazine. 

The sub committee will arrange a meeting at a later date.                                                      

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2193 To receive report on permitted works on green lanes 

Cllr Down reported that any surfacing work should not be done without consultation with or consent of 

Highways department. If the roadway falls in to disrepair then it is the responsibility of Highways to repair it 

                                                                                                                                                

COMPLETED 

Minute 2194 To consider removal of telephone boxes 
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BT are proposing to remove two telephone kiosks, at Gaerllwyd and West End. The reason they have given 

is that neither of these kiosks are being used sufficiently to continue the service at these locations. 

Cllr Down  stated that he does not believe the required consultation process has been complied with. BT 

have not given any indication of  the level of usage of the kiosks. He has asked for statistics for the last five 

years. He said that these two boxes had been previously downgraded to card usage only. Ironically BT said 

at the time  ‘Better to have card operated than none at all’ BT is required to provide adequate coverage of 

public payphones as part of its Universal Service Obligation. 

Cllr Down informed the meeting that there is a local veto which can be applied by MCC. This is a blanket 

veto that can be used when reasonable grounds can be shown. Cllr Down has asked MCC to apply this veto. 

He has  also spoken  to the Conservation Officer at MCC who will consider speaking to CADW about 

retaining the kiosks as listed items. Of course this would only retain the kiosks and not the telephone service. 

BT Cllrs made the points that reception on mobiles is very patchy in the areas mentioned. At Gaerllwyd 

there is also a post box, notice board and Church 

It was agreed that the Clerk will make objections to BT as above .  

Cllr Down will follow up on veto by MCC. Cllr Down will report back on result of talks with CADW 

                                                                                                                                                          

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2195 To consider next step following e mail from Colin Berg regarding provision of allotments  

The Clerk had previously circulated this e mail to all Cllrs. It was dated 5th June and was in response to her 

original e mail of 4th April (a reminder e mail had been sent to Mr Berg on 29th May). In his e mail Mr Berg  

said that he could be of no further assistance in the matter. 

The Clerk stated that over the past two years the Community Council has been asking for use of the small 

area of the Open Space at Blethyn for use as allotments. This area was previously used as temporary 

allotments. Colin Berg has previously agreed that there is MCC has a statutory duty to  provide allotments 

where there is a demand. Copies of written applications have been passed to MCC. 

Cllr Down then stated that MCC application forms had to be completed by interested parties. 

This has never been mentioned before. 

Cllr Down also stated that the land at Blethyn Close was designated as Open Amenity Space for the duration 

of the current UDP only. Cllr Harvey requested documentary evidence of this. 

The Clerk will respond to Colin Berg 

Cllr Down will provide MCC application forms to the Clerk for distribution to interested parties 

Cllr Down will provide documentary proof that the land at Blethyn Close was designated as Open 

Amenity Space for the duration of the current UDP only                                                  

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2196 To consider proposed letter to Mr Adams 

It was suggested that a better way of communication of any issues from either Mr Adams or the Community 

Council would be in person 

It was agreed that Cllr Mitchell would approach Mr Adams and give him the option of meeting with 

members of the Council either at a Council meeting or at his convenience                      

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2197 To consider proposed notice to be published regarding enforcement 

Cllrs Harvey and McCombe provided the notice that they hoped to publish. A minor suggestion was 

proposed by Cllr Down and this was accepted. As Cllr Mitchell had e mailed some suggestions in his 

absence it was agreed that Cllrs Harvey and McCombe would liaise with him. There were some concerns 

raised about how the item should be published. 

It was agreed that after liaison between the three Cllrs the notice should be published on the notice 

boards. After the meeting on July 15th regarding the purpose and scope  of the Community Council it 

may be possible to incorporate the item in an  article about the Role of the Community Council/Cllr 
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in the Parish magazine in the September issue                                                                      

C/FWD 
 

 Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings (written report handed out)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

1. Play area Equipment. 

I have been researching possible grant monies for the play area but the advice I am given is that a Charity 

would be considered more favourably than a Community Council. It has been suggested that a joint 

application from the Recreation Association and the Community Council would be more acceptable. The 

Recreation Association would complete all application forms and any funds would be directed to them. I 

have approached the Recreation Association committee and they would be happy to take part in this venture 

if the Community Council are in agreement. 

It was agreed that the best way forward would be a joint venture between the Community Council and the 

Recreation Association                                                                                                                

C/FWD    

  

2. Village signs at Earlswood and Mynyddbach and Horse signs 

 The good news is that when I spoke to Graham Kinsella at MCC two weeks ago I was told that 

Mynyddbach signs were being made and they will be erected imminently. (that means by the end of the year) 

The bad news is that MCC do not consider that Earlswood has enough houses to warrant signs. He thought 

there were just a ‘handful’ of houses. I checked the Register of Electors and there are 96 properties with 

Earlswood addresses. I e mailed this information to MCC and received a reply stating that ‘Earlswood and 

Mynyddbach are very dissimilar villages, with Mynyddbach having distinct village boundaries denoted by 

Spout Hill and the B4235. In comparison to Earlswood, which although is recognised as a Community, it is 

very wide spread over quite a large area, without a distinct village centre. Therefore in the light of the 

foregoing, we cannot support the erection of Earlswood village name signs’ 

County Cllr Down supports the request for signs and does not agree with the statement made by Graham 

Kinsella.  

The Clerk will write again to Graham Kinsella again stating that the very fact that Earlswood is spread 

out means that there is a need for signs to show where it begins and ends.                            

C/FWD 

                                              

Horse signs 

I received a letter from the resident who originally alerted the Community Council about the problem The 

letter contained the correspondence between herself and MCC 

I last e mailed Brian Cleary on 29th May and, unusually,  received a reply from him on the same day. 

Unfortunately it was simply to tell me that he had forwarded my e mail to Graham Kinsella. 

I have since telephoned Graham Kinsella.  He again explained the ‘rules and regulations’ that MCC are 

working under. I told him that this situation was an accident waiting to happen. I explained again about the 

horses being exercised daily. He appeared to be unaware of the fact that there is a large Training stables there 

with horses who use the road daily. When I explained this to him he said that some corroborative 

information from other people who have horses in the area would be helpful. I  contacted the owner of the 

Stables and he has  provided a letter in support of the signs and I have passed this on to MCC. The resident 

is in the process of organising a petition to send to MCC                                                                

C/FWD                                                                                    

County Cllr Down supports the request for signs. The Clerk will await a response from MCC to her letter 

containing the  support of the owner of the Training Stables 

 

3. National Training programme for Community and Town Councils in Wales 

I have attached a questionnaire for you to complete on your personal training requirements. Would you 

please complete the bottom half of it and return to me even if you do not have any training 

requirements in  the areas listed. I do not have any dates for these sessions but One Voice Wales hopes to 
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carry them out locally for Community Councils in our area. Once I have a list of how many Cllrs are 

interested in each module, I will contact other Clerks in the area. It is hoped that the sessions will have a 

maximum of 20 Cllrs.                                                                                                                 

C/FWD 

 

4. Insurance for Church wall    

I have checked with the Church Treasurer and he assures me that the Church owns and insures the perimeter 

wall. However as the Community Council owns the War Memorial and maintains the walkway adjacent to a 

part of the Church wall I thought it  may be what we are paying the Insurance for. Allianz Insurance has 

confirmed that in a letter dated 31st March 1987 the Community Council stated that it had responsibility for 

maintaining 80 metres of the Church wall.                                                                          

COMPLETED                                                  
  

 5 Local Development Plan 2011-2021  

Four Community Councillors and County Cllr Down attended LDP meetings in Raglan and Chepstow. In 

August 2008 an Issues and Options report will be published by MCC. The consultation period will run until  

October. In the Autumn of 2008 there will be meetings for participation on Preferred Options. Early in 2009 

there will be formal public consultation on Preferred Strategy and Initial Sustainability Appraisal.  

There will be a need for the Council to decide on the points that it would wish to input. This will be 

discussed at the August meeting                                                                                              

C/FWD 

 

6. Parking at Shirenewton School 

Cllr Down reported that the issues are to be sorted out in threes phases 

1. Reconfiguration of staff car park - hopefully to be completed in the Summer holidays 

2. Parent parking 

3. Turning area 

Cllr Down stated that planning permission is not required 

 

7. One Voice Wales Representatives  

Currently We have only one One Voice Wales representative but we can appoint two. Cllrs Mitchell and 

McCombe have expressed an interest. The next meeting is on July 17th and there is an item on the Agenda 

‘Fostering Good Communication’ Guests invited are David Davies MP, Nick Ramsey AM, Cllr Peter Fox 

(Leader MCC)  Cllr Harvey already has all the paperwork relating to the communication problems that I 

have experienced. ( I photocopied all the e mails for him some time ago - at least 40!).    

Cllr  Harvey informed the meeting that it does not have to be the same two Cllrs who attend but there is 

only one vote per Community Council allowed. Cllr Harvey has put forward Cllr Mitchell’s name to 

attend the meeting on July 17th.  

 

 8. SCC purpose, scope  and still better effectiveness 

The meeting is to be held on Tuesday July 16th at 7pm providing enough Cllrs are able to attend. In Cllr 

Mitchell’s absence could you please confirm to me if you are able to attend. I will confirm with  Robin that 

the meeting is still going ahead on his return and e mail you.                                                                  

                                                                     

Minute 2198 Items of local concern -information only 

MCC policy on removal of unauthorised signs. 

The removal of signs advertising Shirenewton Fete and a Kids Ad Lib production has caused some upset. 

MCC removed the signs.  

Cllr Down informed the meeting that MCC had sent notices out to all organisations (but not to Community 

Councils). The policy refers to affixing signs to highways furniture and does not apply to free standing signs.  

Also the requirement that there should be a 5 million pound Public Liability Insurance is not included in the 
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Charter that has been published but only on the application form. Cllr Down thinks the omission of Insurance 

from the Charter may have been an oversight and may be rectified. Cllr Down has asked that all Community 

Councils be added to the list. 

The Clerk had received copies of the Charter which she distributed to all Cllrs present   

       

Green lane adjacent to Recreation Field  

Cllr Eede had received a letter from a resident in Mynyddbach saying that the work carried out has greatly 

improved the path for walking. 

 

Commercial vehicles in lay by 

Cllr Harvey reported that on numerous occasions he had seen commercial vehicles left for a few days in the 

lay by near Owl’s Barn. He requested that the Clerk check to see if it is an official lay by and also why 

vehicles are being left there.                                                                                                   

C/FWD 

 

School Route 

Cllr Moore reported that the school route from Mynyddbach to Tan House Court has again been washed 

away by rain. She requested that the Clerk inform Highways                                                

C/FWD 

 

Police speed checks in Shirenewton 

The Police were in Shirenewton with their new equipment at the beginning of June. They were situated by 

the TA car park testing the speeds of vehicles coming from Crick. The Clerk  requested the results from the 

Sergeant at Chepstow. Between 10 mins past 3 and 10 to 5  there were 70 vehicles and 17 were over the 

speed limit. The highest was 47 on approach which dropped to 26 mph. Motorists who broke the speed limit 

will be sent a warning letter. The officer who was operating the  device was a Community Support Officer. 

The next time the village is speed checked there will be another Officer in place who will be notified to stop 

speeding vehicles after they have passed the machine. 

 

Correspondence 

 

1. MCC Newsletter re LDP (previously e mailed to Cllrs) 

 

2. Wye Valley ANOB Annual Study Tour 

Two Members invited to join the tour on Friday 26th September 

Cllr Harvey requested that his name be put forward 

  

3. One Voice Wales. Royal National Eisteddfod of Wales August 2nd 9th at Cardiff. Assistance required each 

day from 10am - 130pm or 1.30 pm - 5pm. If you can help please advise the Clerk  

 

4. MCC Countryside Volunteer Newsletter. 

 

5. Welsh Assembly. Local Government Partnership Scheme Report  2006-2007  

   

Minute 2199  To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being August 4th 2008 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………….. 


