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               Draft Minutes                                                                                                                                                                                 

Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on January 10th 2011 at 

Shirenewton Recreation Hall  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Harvey                

                      Mrs E McCombe 

                              J Eede 

                       Mrs B Leaf  

                              C Eickhoff 

                      Mrs S Squires   

                      Ms B Moore    

                             K Morton 

 Apologies:  

         PC Cowburn 

                         

   In attendance: 

                   County Councillor Graham Down 

                  Ms G MacDonald 

                  Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                   1 member of the public 

 

 Police report  

PC Cowburn is on leave and so unable to attend meeting 

 

Shirenewton & Earlswood incidents December 6th to 31st. 

6/12 Accidental 999 call by a child at Earlswood. 

9/12 Concern about horse riders near Earlswood. 

9/12 Broken down car causing an obstruction near The Tan House. 

11/12 Off road bikes at Wentwood. 

14/12 Scrap metal collectors at Earlswood. 

16/12 Car damaged overnight at Mynyddbach. Wing mirror 

knocked off deliberately. 

19/12 4 by 4 vehicles riding around Wentwood off road. 

21/12 Vehicle causing an obstruction B4235 near Shirenewton. 

22/12 Abandoned vehicle in the snow at Mynyddbach. 

24/12 Obscene phone message received at Shirenewton. 

26/12 Neighbour dispute near Shirenewton. 

29/12 Accidental 999 call from Shirenewton. 

 

Cllr Eickhoff remarked on the condition of the road near Cadira Beeches and said that there was a car pile up 

here where there appeared to be sheet ice on the road. He got out of his car and could not detect any grit.  

There was some discussion about when Highways make the decision to grit a road and how it is triggered. 

The Clerk will make enquires with Highways  

 

Neighbourhood Watch window and door stickers are available from Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators. 

 

Minute  2526     To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 
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Minute 2527   To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  December 6th 2011 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair 

 

Minute 2528 Planning  

DC/2010/00898 Hill View Cottage, Shirenewton 

Proposed two storey dwelling 

Recommended for refusal with the following comments 

 The new dwelling would be attached to Hill View Cottage, therefore  blocking five windows and 

one door to the side of Hill View Cottage. . This would mean  that on Hill View Cottage the dining 

room loses a large window and has only a very small window remaining. The large kitchen window 

and door is replaced by a door and two small windows at the rear. 

     On the first floor, bedroom 3 loses a window leaving one small window, bedroom 2’s    

     window is relocated to the rear of the property. 

     The bathroom would have no window at all if this development goes ahead. 

     These changes would naturally reduce the amount of natural light in Hill View Cottage 

 The plans refer to the existing stone barn as being the existing garage for Hill View Cottage but 

this is not the case. The barn has always been a storage barn with one small access door and two 

small windows. Should the criteria for barn conversion be taken into consideration? 

 The stone barn is situated right at the entrance to the Car Park of the Tredegar Arms Public 

House. Any access would be via this car park entrance which itself is blind. Access would 

necessitate cars driving across the car park to turn to enter the proposed parking spaces and our 

understanding is that current right of access to this property only extends from the entrance of the 

car park to the pillar at the beginning of the wall adjacent to Hill View Cottage and not to the rest 

of the car park. Cars driving or reversing out of the proposed barn parking spaces would be 

driving across the car park entrance into the path of incoming cars.  

 It is not clear from the plans whether the proposal  is to keep the barn, remove the front or 

demolish it. We would question the size of the barn for housing two cars. However we believe that 

the barn is worthy of retention as it stands because of the contribution it makes to the visual and 

intrinsic character of the centre of the village of Shirenewton 

 We would support the Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust’s recommendation that an 

archaeological watching brief is conducted.  

 The site is of historic importance and development would harm the special  character of the 

historic environment (SP7) 

 The site is in a conservation area. The proposed development will fail to preserve or enhance the 

character and appearance. (CH1)   

 

Items of local concern 

Minute 2529 To confirm method of distribution of small amount of additional funds to local 

organisations  

It was noted that no small groups came forward last year. Only applications received were from groups who 

have an annual donation from SCC. This was despite some of the smaller groups being notified directly.  

It was agreed that small pot of money would be advertised in the Parish magazine and the Clerk will 

contact the smaller organisations to encourage them to apply.                                                

C/FWD                                         

 

Minute 2530 To confirm date for committee meeting to discuss possible complaint to 

Ombudsman/Monitoring Officer regarding handling of land at Mynyddbach. 

 Cllrs Eickhoff, Harvey and McCombe and the Clerk              

Cllr McCombe will arrange a convenient date for committee meeting                                        

C/FWD                
 l  consider m                                                                                                                                                                        

 Minute 2531 To consider Community Safety Draft Plan Consultation document              (e 
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mailed to all Cllrs 2nd December)  

This document was 53 pages long and those who had read it were not terribly impressed by the way it was 

written. There was a lot of confusion about the periods of time that were being considered. 

It was agreed that Cllrs Squires and Eede would complete the response form and forward it to the 

Clerk                                                                                                                                         

C/FWD   

                                                                                                                                                    

Minute 2532 To discuss Local Development Plan update: Newsletter 7 and response to current 

consultation document (details e mailed to all Cllrs 6th January)  

A few months ago MCC gave a presentation to Cllrs and public on candidate sites for development within 

Shirenewton and Mynyddbach and MCC‘s preferred sites were shown on maps.  We were assured that 

landowners who had not put their land forward themselves but were shown as owning a preferred site had 

been contacted . In the case of an area in Shirenewton (referred to as PV01) the landowner has assured SCC 

that neither he nor his Agent has been contacted. Also in the most recent information put out for 

consultation, it states ‘The Agent acting on behalf of the landowner of PV01 support its allocation on the 

grounds that the village has the potential for a modest expansion and the site is immediately adjacent to 

proposed development’ County Cllr Down will request copy of Agent’s letter. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would reaffirm past comments on the proposed sights and question the 

contradictory information received from Officers of MCC concerning land in Shirenewton ref PV01    

                                                                                                                                                         

C/FWD 
 

Minute 2533 To consider request to appoint SCC representative to sit in on discussions at future 

Lower Wye Area Committee meetings 

This request is for a non-voting representative to sit around the debating table.  

The next meeting is on Wednesday January 12th at 10am. 

No Cllrs expressed an interest in attending these meetings                                          

COMPLETED 

 

 

Minute 2534 To receive report from Cllr Leaf re Environment Agency acceptable levels of plastic etc 

in waste  used for fertilizer  

Cllr Leaf reported that she has yet been unable to obtain the figures but will report on them in the February 

meeting.                                                                                                                                     

C/FWD 
Cllr Leaf will shortly be arranging an Environment Committee meeting and will advise the Clerk of the date                                      

                                                                                                                                                   

C/FWD 

 

Minute  2535    Items of local concern - information only 

It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Mr David Adams  as Cllr for the Shirenewton Ward. The necessary 

documents will be signed by Mr Adams and he will attend the February meeting as a Cllr. 

 

Notification from the Returning Officer that ten electors have not requested an election for the vacancy at 

Mynyddbach  therefore we can co-opt a Member 

 

One Voice Wales Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee will be held at 7pm on Thursday 13th January at 

the Sessions House, Usk 

Cllrs Harvey and McCombe will attend  

 

MCC  Countryside Volunteers. Drop in meeting to discuss Public Rights of Way improvements in 

Wentwood on Tuesday 11th January at the Woodlands Tavern, Llanfair Discoed between 3-6pm (details e 

mailed to all Cllrs 4th January). Cllrs Harvey and Morton will attend                                       
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C/FWD 
 

 

Cllrs brought to the attention of the meeting the village signposts at Cockeroosting. This is on the triangle of 

land. When driving from Earlswood to Shirenewton the sign is directly in the driver’s eye line and makes it 

even more difficult to see approaching traffic from the left.  

Cllr Down agreed to approach Highways about possibly repositioning this sign                      

C/FWD 

 

The large ash tree on the pathway from the bottom of Tan House Court to the SAMFAL fields has been 

felled because it was unsafe. 

 

The Friends Burial Ground has a lot of ivy on the far wall. The Clerk will arrange to have it removed 

 

Concerns were raised about the parking of cars outside of the Old Rectory and Holly Cottages at the junction 

although it was suggested that this may be a temporary problem because of building works. If it continues it 

was suggested that the situation could be discussed with PC Cowburn                                      

C/FWD 
 

Minute  2536    Short reports from meetings attended 

Chairmanship Training    

Cllr Squires attended this training module by One Voice Wales. She felt that it would be of much more use 

to someone who was new to Chairing meetings or never Chaired a meeting. For someone with any 

experience it was pitched too low. Cllr Harvey will take these comments back to OVW            

 

 Minute 2537  To consider Financial Matters 

a)  Bills presented for payment    

Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction                              433.90 

Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)              102.82  

Above paid by bank standing order     

                                                

Stationery and Expenses                                                    27.03                                    

Shirenewton PCC - Poppy 

wreath for Shirenewton                                                      16.50 

British Legion Donation  to Poppy Appeal                         21.50 

All payments agreed 

      

 

Minute 2538  Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs 

   

1.  Allotments 

As requested I followed up the letter from  WAG. I spoke with Darren Brooks at the Welsh Assembly. He 

assured me that Allotments are a devolved issue. I queried paragraph 4 of the letter in which it basically 

seems to say that if a local authority has purchased land for use as allotments it must not dispose of the land 

other than for allotments without the Welsh Minister’s consent but Welsh Minister’s cannot require a local 

authority to make that application before disposing of the allotments. In other words the WAG has no teeth 

where this is concerned. That said, it was academic really because we know that the land was purchased 

without any conditions of use on it. 

I asked Darren what would happen if we asked the Secretary of State to issue a CPO on the land. I was told 

(and I have it in writing) that we have to be notified by MCC formally that they will not make a CPO on the 

land (of course it has to be sold first before we can ask them to make a CPO on our behalf) 

The Welsh Ministers may, “after such inquiry as they think fit”, make a CPO acquiring the land for allotment 
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use. If a CPO is made and confirmed, irrespective of whether it was the Welsh Ministers or the 

county/county borough council who made it, all costs incurred in the making of the order, including any 

compensation payable, would be paid by the community council. At no stage do Welsh Ministers get 

involved deciding, or take account of the level of, compensation that should be paid. That is a matter for 

negotiation between the parties to the CPO, that is the acquiring authority and the land owner, and the 

resolution of any disagreement would be for the Upper Tribunal (Lands chamber).  

 

2. Caution on Land at Mynyddbach 

Confirmation from Land Registry that the application for the cancellation against first registration has now 

been completed in accordance with the withdrawal of  SCC’s objection                COMPLETED   

                                

3.  Update on planning applications   

Ref: Address SCC recommendation MCC decision 

DC/2010/00253 Brookacre  Refusal Approved  

 

 

 

 

4. Enforcement issues 

Mynders Barn  - awaiting retrospective planning application. Have checked on this and was told that it had 

already been approved. Obviously an error - approval granted for work carried out an Mynders Cottage not 

Mynders BARN. Have chased this up and I am waiting for further response.                                                                              

I have today heard from Enforcement 

As we already know  Enforcement advised owner and Agent that permission was required for the works 

undertaken 

Enforcement were told  by the Agent that they were unhappy that this issue was not disclosed to them the 

same time as the other issue at the cottage and could not therefore submit a joint application. 

Enforcement are still awaiting to hear what action they will take & sent a reminder email to Mr Butler’s 

agent just before Xmas. If he does not submit a retrospective then enforcement action may be taken but 

hopefully they will know one way or another in the next week or two. 

I believe I told Members at the time that I was very surprised that the Enforcement Officer who visited 

Mynders cottage did not view the Barn at the same time but told me that the barn case was going to be 

dealt with by another officer.                                                                                                      

C/FWD 

 

 

Yew Tree Cottage, Mynyddbach - Resident has relocated his summer house to within his garden therefore 

complying with his enforcement notice                                                                                

COMPLETED    

                                                                                                

Untidy field at Huntsman Hill - Enforcement Officer has visited again and reported that all items not farm 

related have been removed. Resident said he will be removing cladding on gate. Enforcement Officer will be 

checking on this soon                                                                                                                     

C/FWD 

                                                                                                                                                                   

New cases 

Closed Cases 

 

5. Other Planning issues 

Outcome of appeal for planning application DC/2009/01152  Land at rear of Hill View Cottage 

Notification received that the appeal by the applicant was denied                                       

COMPLETED    
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6. Highways  

Mynders farm- complaint of water on road. 

I have spoken to Steve Lane (MCC) and he says that he believes a solution has been found. Agreement with 

the farmer has been made that work will start next week on his land. However Steve Lane did say that during 

a dry spell it was noticed that a little water was coming off the land and he believes that this may have come 

from a pipe owned by Dwr Cymru and he will take this up with them 

 

Red House Lane, Shirenewton 

While speaking with Steve Lane, I took the opportunity to mention the condition of Red House Lane (again). 

He has asked for a meeting with residents and a Council representative and I have agreed a meeting for 

Thursday 13th February at 3pm. I will be able to attend. Will any Cllr wish to attend?  

The three residents of Red House Lane and David Adams will attend                                       

C/FWD 

 

Grit bins  

I put in a request for grit bins to be replenished and I am pleased to say that they have been.  

                                                                                                                                                  

COMPLETED 

 

Correspondence 

1. Royal British Legion. Invitation to organise a Poppy Party over the weekend of 10th -12th June in 

celebration of the Royal British Legion’s 90th birthday. If Council is unable to participate, request that 

Council Members organise. Registration form can be found at www.thegreatpoppypartyweekend.org.uk  

Clerk has details  

 

2. MCC Countryside News Winter 2010/11 Copies available from the Clerk  

  

3. Welsh Assembly Government Budget (e mailed to all Cllrs Jan 6th)  

4. MCC Invitation to attend meeting in Chepstow regarding MCC Budget on 12th January (details e mailed to 

all Cllrs Jan 6th) 

 

5. One voice Wales.   The Voice  December 2010 edition. Copies from Clerk  

 

6. MCC. Notice of Tourist Information Services consultation beginning 10th January and lasting six weeks 

-on February Agenda for comments. ( e mailed to all Cllrs Jan 10th) 

 

7. Letter from David Davies MP outlining his part in the saving of Abergavenny Magistrates Court.  Also 

letter (2 pages) telling us about the importance of the programme of reform and another two pages telling us 

why the Government is trying to cut the national debt so quickly. I only received the letter today but will 

scan it and send out in the next few days 

 

8. MCC Planning department . Invitation to attend Planning Training at County Hall on 17th March from 

9.45am until approximately 3-3.30pm. Training is free (e mailed to all Cllrs  6th January) 

Cllrs Eede, McCombe, Squires and the Clerk indicated that they wish to attend           C/FWD 

             

Minute 2539 To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being February 7th at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

http://www.thegreatpoppypartyweekend.org.uk/
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Date……………………………….. 


