
 

 

SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Council  
held on Thursday 16 February 2012 at 7.30pm  

at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 
 

Present: 
 Councillors:    Recreation Hall Committee: 
 Ms S Squires (Chair)   Mrs C Jones 
 Ms L McCombe   Mr G Hughes 
 Ms B Moore    Mr P Evans 
 Ms B Leaf    Mr S Dutton 
 Mr J Harvey    Mr D Ward 
 Mr D Adams 
 Mr C Eickhoff    SMILE Group (additional members) 
 Mr K Morton    Mr K Bounds 
 Mr W Clark    Mr D Cornwell 
      Ms J Horton 
Apologies:     Ms G MacDonald 
 None. 
 
Also in attendance: 
 Mrs H Counsell (Clerk) 
  
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and reminded those present that this meeting 
was being held to bring both the Community Council and the Recreation Hall 
Committee up to date with the current situation regarding the possible locations of a 
village shop in Shirenewton.  Councillor Eickhoff had received confirmation from Roy 
Skelton that the Big Lottery is interested in potentially funding a grant and had 
suggested a full grant application be submitted within 6 months.  The application is 
for £385,000 and requires a great deal of paperwork to be completed. Cllr Eickhoff 
has circulated the Big Lottery correspondence to Councillors, along with the 
pre-application submitted on behalf of the Council. 
 
The Chair further informed the meeting that a number of Councillors advised at the 
Council meeting on 6.2.12 that they did not feel fully informed of the proposed shop 
development at the Recreation Hall site, and the reasons for this being the preferred 
site.  Councillor Eickhoff would therefore give a presentation on the background to 
the proposals and Councillor Clark would explain the various options available to the 
Council regarding the covenant on the site. 
 
Councillor Eickhoff gave a detailed presentation (copy attached) and covered the 
following areas: 
 
- Why a village shop? 
- Background to SMILE 
- Approach to shop options 
- Shop site possibilities -  
 Huntsman  Old Spar shop 
 TA car park  Rec Hall site 
 Next to school  Next to church 
 Tan House site Opposite Old Spar shop 
  
  
- Recreation Hall possibilities and constraints 
- Recreation site design aspects 
- Engagement with Community 



 

 

- Big Lottery application requirements 
 
Cllr  Clark informed the meeting that he had researched into the background of the 
Deed of Gift of the land from the Liddell family to the Community Council.  The 
covenant is worded so that the Community Council gets the burden of it, but who 
gets the benefit is less clear.  He was of the opinion that as the Community Council 
represents the community, if the Community Council decided to vary or discharge the 
covenant, it would be doing so in the interests of the community. However, the 
Council would benefit from taking legal advice before making any decision (he has 
requested legal advice).  The Council could also take out insurance against future 
problems if the covenant were to be changed. 
 
There followed a question and answer session on which groups  were ’party’ to the 
covenant and which had an ‘interest’ ; also the consequences of varying the 
covenant and whether this would allow other development in the future. 
 
Detailed discussions also took place on the proposed site of the shop and alterations 
that would be required to the recreation hall site and amenities.  It was confirmed 
that none of the current amenities would be lost. 
 
The Chair assured the meeting that the Community Council would act in the best 
interests of the community of Shirenewton.  She advised that the Council needs to 
discuss the issue of the covenant and would await legal opinion before making any 
decision.  Following pressure regarding the time limit of six months for the Big 
Lottery application, the Chair made the point that the Council had not yet been 
officially requested to consider this. 
 
Following a question, Cllr Eickhoff explained how the SMILE group developed from a 
sub committee of the Community Council, set up in 2007, with the addition of people 
that volunteered to help the community and the village.  He further explained that, as 
a Councillor, he regularly reports back updates on project progress to the Community 
Council meetings. 
 
Cllr B Leaf suggested that now all interested parties have been brought up to date 
with progress, there is a need for further discussion at Council meetings regarding 
the covenant and how to move the project forward. 
 
The Chair then confirmed that all questions had been asked.  She thanked Cllrs 
Eickhoff and Clark for their input at the meeting and for putting a great deal of work 
into the project.  She further thanked all for their attendance and confirmed with Cllr 
Eickhoff that he would circulate the presentation slides. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.00pm. 
 
 
 


