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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 3 December 2012 at 7.30 pm  
at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

 
Present: 
 Councillors: 
 Mrs L McCombe (Chair) 
 Ms B Moore 
 Mrs C Jones 
 Mrs L Prosser  
 Mr K Morton  
 Mr P Moles 
 Mr I Moore 
 Mr D Adams 
  
Also in attendance: 
 County Councillor G Down 
 Wpc L Thorpe 
 Mrs H Counsell (Clerk) 
  
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  
 
1 Public participation -  There were no members of the public present. 
 
2. Apologies were received and accepted from:  Councillors T Hughes and  
 P Harris. 
 
3. Police report 
 
The police report for November was distributed prior to the meeting and presented by 
Wpc Thorpe. 
 
There were a number of minor incidents, plus several weather related incidents. 
There had been an attempted burglary in Shirenewton when nothing was stolen and 
no-one was hurt.  A car had been stolen from Blethyn Close on the same night. 
 
Motor cycle scramblers had been reported and a Councillor had also spoken to them, 
they were able to show their GPS system to prove they were using roads approved 
by the Trail Riders Federation. 
 
Wpc Thorpe explained the Cold Calling Control Zone initiative set up by Trading 
Standards, which attempts to stop traders cold calling on residents.  This would 
need a referendum of residents to gauge local support.  C Cllr G Down offered to 
include this initiative in his forthcoming newsletter and in the meantime Councillors 
will discuss with local people. To be included on February 2013 agenda. 
 
There have been no police visits to Brookacre since early September. 
 
The issue of parked cars in Shirenewton was raised again, in particular the vehicle 
that constantly parks opposite a footpath that is a Safe Route to School.  Wpc 
Thorpe agreed to visit the vehicle owner. 
 
The Mobile Police Station will visit the Rec Hall car park on 20.12.12  from 9 - 11am.  
 
Minute 2848 - To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed 
business. 
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There were none. 
  
Minute 2849 - Minutes of the meeting held on 5 November 2012 were approved, 
subject to minor amendments, and duly signed by the Chair. 
 
Minute 2850 - Planning. 
 
1.  DC/2012/00656  The Old Sawmill, Itton Court Road 
Construction of a timber framed stable block to include two stables, tractor and feed 
store.  Council accepted that the Planning Officer, David Wong, is satisfied with the 
Method Statement for disposal of effluent. 
 
2.  DC/2012/00835  Land near Gaerllwyd Farm 
Change of use to equestrian and erection of stable block, access track to stable 
block.   
Council recommended refusal with the following observations: 
 The area of land (5 acres) would not easily support 5 horses, even without this 

building, 
 The building is too high/large and would be visible from approach roads, including 

the B4245, a lower building would be less intrusive, 
 There is no allowance for vehicle parking or a turning circle, horse boxes/trailers 

etc leaving the site would need to reverse onto a narrow lane,  
 There is no arrangement for the disposal of waste/effluent, 
 It is believed there is no water available on site, 
 In principle, equestrian use of this site is acceptable, but with a lower, less 

intrusive building on this exposed and elevated site and adequate arrangements 
for parking/manoeuvring vehicles need to be in place to avoid despoiling the field. 

 
3.  DC/2012/00631  Hill View Cottage, Shirenewton 
Proposed extensions and alterations to create and additional two storey dwelling, 
alterations to existing outbuildings to create parking area. 
Council recommended refusal with the following observations: 
 This application is in a conservations area and that particular row of houses, 

especially the outbuilding which was the village pound, is of historic interest, 
 All alterations should be in keeping with the village character, 
 Although alterations have been made to the original plans, access is still 

considered unacceptable and Council requests a site visit from a Planning 
Officer. 

 
Minute 2851 -To consider and set the Precept for 2013/2014. 
 
All areas of the precept were considered and agreed, except for donations to local 
organisations, which is to be considered again at the January meeting.  It was 
agreed that the donations from the 2012/13 precept could be paid. 
 
 
 
 
Minute 2852 - Finance - to consider items for payment  
 
Expenditure (by Standing Order) 
 
Clerk’s salary/allowances  - November 2012    £402.20 
Clerk’s Pension (Council & Clerk’s contribution) - November 2012  £  97.72 
 
Items for payment 
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Clerk’s November expenses       £  86.16    
Payment to Clerk for 2 days WWYC training on 6th & 20th November  £125.16 
(2 x 7 ½ hours at £8.344 per hour) 
SLCC invoice for Clerk’s WWYC Training     £210.00 
(Bursary of £87.50 received on 9.10.12) 
Donation towards Village Carol Service     £  50.00 
 
It was noted that payment of the 2012/13 donations to local organisations could now 
be paid and applications invited for the additional £300 that is available. 
 
Minute 2853 - Queen Elizabeth 11 initiative 
 
Cllr B Moore reported that all final paperwork has been signed and witnessed and 
submitted to London. 
 
Minute 2854 - response to the Growth and Infrastructure Bill 
 
Cllr Jones distributed a report prior to the meeting which she then presented.  The 
intention of Clauses 12 & 13 of the Bill appears to be to stop vexatious applications 
for Village Green status, but this will also stop genuine applications. Council felt that 
the Bill will penalise everyone. Following discussion Council resolved to make the 
following response: 
 
‘These clauses will deny local communities their right to protect green spaces from 
unwanted development unless amendments are made to the Trigger Points. 
 
Clause 12  A landowners statement should be well publicised locally. 
 
Clause 13  which prevents a Village Green application being made once land has 
been earmarked for development should be removed.  Alternatively, a well 
publicised notice of planning application should be made giving a set and reasonable 
time to allow communities to discuss the potential for Village Green status and make 
application/or not’. 
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Jones for her comprehensive report. 
 
Minute 2855 - Feedback on Community Led Plan Open Meeting held on 
22.11.12 
 
This meeting had been advertised in the Parish Newsletter by Shirley Hughes of 
Adventa.  Bad weather on the night led to a low attendance of residents, but Shirley 
has asked for people to e-mail her with their observations before deciding whether to 
continue with a further meeting. 
 
Minute 2856 - To consider quotes for the purchase and installation of a gate to 
the Poor Land field, Earlswood. 
 
Council considered the submitted quotes and resolved to accept Llanvair 
Landscapes at £320.00. 
 
Minute 2857 - update on urgent road repairs and hedge cutting at Earlswood. 
 
C Cllr Down reported that the road repairs along Earlswood Road will be undertaken 
during December, but the hedge cutting had not yet been scheduled.  He further 
advised that he will be escorting Ms K Byrne, Chief Officer for Regeneration & 
Culture at Mon CC, around the area during December to look at issues such as the 
condition of local roads, (including between Newton Manor and turn off to the 
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school), non-slip surface opposite the Huntsman Hotel, broadband. He asked for 
Councillors to contact him with any further issues. 
 
Minute 2858 - Other items of local concern - 
 
 C Cllr Down advised that the Local Development Plan is now in the hands of the 

Inspectorate until March 2013, when it will come back to Mon CC for adoption. 
 Councillors were reminded to check local grit bins to ensure they are full and 

report them if not. 
 Residents had expressed concern about two big coniferous trees on the green at 

Blethyn Close - Cllrs Moles and Prosser to investigate. 
 Council was informed that work on the street lighting at Blethyn Close started 

today, some lighting is to be dimmed at night. 
 Cllr Moles advised that the local businessmen that he has approached regarding 

financing a village shop could not commit in the current financial climate, even 
though the proposal had merit. 

 The Recreation Hall lease is being signed at present and is to be returned to the 
Clerk for submission by 31.12.12. 

 Nine reflective posts have been installed in the verge at Gaerllwyd crossroads 
(opposite Ridge Stables) - C Cllr Down to investigate. 

 
Minute 2859 - to receive the Clerk’s Report 
 
1. Planning training - Joint OVW training is being arranged by Paul Egan with 
 Mathern CC and Chepstow TC (date to be confirmed). 
 
3. Extension of temporary licence, Blethyn Close, the site has been visited 
 by Kevin Rees-Davies, Mon CC -  the weather has not been good enough 
 for them to cut the grass recently, he confirms that the area would benefit 
 from rolling in the spring.  
 
4. Poor Land field - C Bambridge Mon CC has advised that the field is not 
 registered at the Land Registry and Mon CC has no ‘interest’ in it. She will 
 check further.   
 
5. Registration of land at Gaerllwydd - Clerk to progress with Tudor Baldwin, 
 Mon CC. 
 
6. Registration of footpath to Llanmelin Hill Fort - Estates Adviser, WAG has 
 responded that no footpath has been registered and asks that we keep them 
 informed of our proposals. 
 
 Contact has been made with Jonathan Berry, CADW regarding resurrecting 
 the joint meetings between SCC, CCC and CADW - Clerk is awaiting some 
 suitable dates.  
 
7. Clearance of overgrown footpaths in Shirenewton and building on path 
 no. 119 - Clerk has contacted Shaun Pritchard, Mon CC who has confirmed 
 all  queries have been logged and passed to relevant officers for action. 
  
8. Play area - play equipment has been repainted by  J Robertson, Caerwent. 
 Clerk has checked it and it looks much improved. 
 
9. SCC notice boards are all in need of revarnishing with minor maintenance 
 at Gaerllwydd and Mynyddbach , Council resolved to accept a quote of £135 
 from Spencer Hughes. 
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10. Christmas event 2013 - possibly arrange an event in conjunction with 
 Recreation Hall Association. 
  
Mon CC Determined Planning applications for Shirenewton Wards -  
 
DC/2012/00595 (renewal) ‘Oslo’, Mynyddbach.  Approve 
DC/2012/00656  The Old Sawmill  Approve 
 
 
 
Minute 2860 - To receive items of correspondence. 
 
1.  Letter from Llangollen Music Festival requesting financial support - Council 
resolved to only support local organisations. 
 
2.  Invitation to the Chair from G Sumner, The Rotary Club, Chepstow, to a service 
of Nine Lessons and Carols at St Mary’s Priory Church Chepstow on Friday 14 
December 2012  at 7pm (followed by mince pies and mulled wine). 
 
3.  Letter from The Open Spaces Society encouraging a response to the Growth & 
Infrastructure Bill, also a request for financial support for their ‘We Fight Back’ 
appeal. Clerk to respond. 
 
4.  Invitation from Alan Browne, Area Service Officer (Lower Wye & Severnside 
Areas) to a Challenge Session on Monmouthshire’s Single Integrated Plan at Raglan 
School on Thursday 13 December at 6.30pm. 
 
5.  Climate Change Adaption Survey from OVW for completion by 11 January 2013. 
   
6   Consultation on Local Government (Democracy) (Wales) Bill 
Provisional consultation deadline: 31 January 2013. Chair and Clerk to arrange to 
meet and submit a response. 
 
Minute 2861 - To present short reports from meetings attended. 
 
Councillors were updated on the joint meeting held on 20.11.12, between 
Shirenewton CC, Caerwent CC and the MoD when a very interesting presentation 
was given on the current position with Wormtech at the MoD base in Caerwent.  
The Commandant of the base advised that there had been a monitoring failure by 
Mon CC and the Environment Agency, resulting in a failure of regulation. 
 
Date of next meeting:  Monday 7 January 2013 at 7.30pm at Shirenewton 
Recreation Hall.       
 
Meeting closed at 10.00 pm. 
 
 


