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                                          Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on December 5th 2011 at 

Shirenewton Recreation Hall  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Harvey                

                      Mrs E McCombe  

                       Mrs B Leaf  

                              C Eickhoff 

                      Mrs S Squires  (Chair) 

                      Ms B Moore    

                             K Morton 

                              D Adams  

                               J Eede 

                               B Clark 

 Apologies:  

                           None 

   In attendance: 

                   County Councillor Graham Down 

                   Ms G MacDonald 

                   Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                    3 members of the public 

Public speaking time 

 

Police report  

Shirenewton and Earlswood incidents between 4th November and 29th November 2011 

06/11 – road traffic collision B4235 past The Carpenters Arms, Shirenewton towards Chepstow – one 

motorbike which seems to have skidded on a wet patch – minor injuries. 

12/11 – two calls received about off road bikes riding around Earlswood and Wentwood area – search done 

by officers but bikes not found. 

13/11 – a horse was in the road in Shirenewton in the early hours but luckily was returned to its owners in 

Earlswood later in the day. 

26/11 – report of an off road bike on Earlswood Common – no further details of bike. 

27/11 – road traffic collision B4235 – no further details about the exact location – a motorbike rider was 

knocked off his bike by a blue car – again no further details – further enquiries being cared out – minor 

injuries. 

PC Thorpe also reported that there had been more calls regarding off road bikes. She said that the more calls 

that the public made the better able the Police would be to work out patterns of behaviour. She asked that 

anyone reporting these bikes would make a note of the time they were seen and also the registration number. 

Cllrs thanked PC Thorpe for attending particularly as she was off duty. 

 

Minute 2675  To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below. 

Interest was disclosed in the following planning applications 

Earlswood Hall and Dalimoore House             Cllr Clark, 

  

Oxpool and Earlswood House                         Cllr Morton 

Earlswood Hall and Hill Top                           Cllr Eickhoff 

 

Cllrs Clarke , Morton and Eickhoff took no part in the discussions or voting on the relevant applications 
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Minute  2676     To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  November 7th 2011 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record  

 

Minute 2677  Planning 

1. DC/2011/01069 Earlswood Hall.  

 Installation of photovoltaic panels on Village Hall roof    

It was noted that there was an article in the December Parish Magazine stating that the panels were installed 

and working. This was  before planning permission had been granted. The applicant stated that at the time of 

application this was not the case. However the tariff for electricity to the National grid was reduced by 50% 

for new providers from Sunday - the tariff rate lasts for 25 years so the Committee at Earlswood Hall felt it 

was important to get in panels installed and connected by Sunday to take advantage of the higher tariff. 

Recommend approval                 
 

2. D/2011/01063  Oxpool Farm, Earlswood 

Change of use of annexe containing two units of accommodation into self contained separate dwelling   

Cllrs were a little confused by this application as it appeared to be incomplete, without a design and access 

statement. The Clerk had checked with the case officer and confirmed that this was not a retrospective 

application and as it was a change of use only said that a Design and Access statement was not required.  

Recommend refusal with the following comments 

 The original application approved in June 2006 was for two dwelling units to be used as an annexe 

to the main house 

 Plans in current application show one  unit of accommodation - not two units as per planning 

permission granted in original application. 

 If this was a new application for a garage to be turned into a separate dwelling it would not be 

acceptable. Attempting to get the same end result by means of a ‘two stage’ process is still not 

acceptable 

 

 

3. DC/2011/00944 Hilltop, Earlswood 

Extension to the existing bungalow in the form of the addition of new first floor with a minor extension at 

ground floor to improve the modelling of the front elevation   

Recommend approval - by majority vote                     

 

4. DC/2011/00957 Dalimoore House, Shirenewton 

Amendment (to garage)   

Recommend refusal with the following comments 

This amendment does not in any way address the previous comments of this Council                                                                      

 

 

Items of local concern 

 

Minute 2678  

To consider idea and implications for shop site on Shirenewton Recreation Field 

The idea put forward by SMILE is that a shop is built on the recreation area in a new building attached to the 

Recreation Hall. The play park would be moved to the other side of the tennis court and the existing playpark 

would be used as a car park. 

The area of land in Shirenewton was gifted to Shirenewton Community Council by Percy William Oswald 

Liddell of Shirenewton Hall. 

The conveyance between Mr Liddell and the Community Council dated 3rd June 1946 states that  ‘the 

Grantor is desirous of convening the land to the Council for the purpose of providing a recreational ground 
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for the Parish of Shirenewton in memory of his Father‘ 

The document states that ‘The Council shall hold the said land for the purpose only of a recreational ground 

for the use of the residents of the Parish of Shirenewton’ 

 

The current lease agreement  between Shirenewton Community Council and Shirenewton Recreation 

Association runs out in January  2013. 

Listed under the Tenant’s obligations under  Prohibitions 4.5.2 

 

The Tenant agrees with the Landlord 

 

‘Not to assign the Tenancy in whole or part nor to part with the possession of the Premises (in this case 

premises means the land only)  thereof during the Tenancy to any other person or body whatsoever, 

provided that the Tenant shall not be in breach of this covenant if at any time they shall allow any sports club 

or other body organised for recreational purposes to have the exclusive use of the land and buildings or any 

part thereof for the purpose of playing any games or carrying on any recreational activity whether said use is 

allowed only for such a period as is reasonable for the game or activity to be played or carried on‘. 

 

It was agreed that SMILE should pursue all avenues which include:- 

1. Investigating the possibility of varying the covenant on the Recreation field. 

2. Contact the Recreation Association regarding suggested ideas 

3. Investigate again the possibility of purchasing the existing shop as it is now empty. SMILE will also 

contact the Housing Association regarding possible purchase. 

4. Investigate again the possibility of converting the Tan House 

5. Pursue grant funding  

 

 

Minute 2679 To consider request for support for pursuance of possibility of skate park on 

Shirenewton  Recreation field 

Following the presentation during the November meeting by three young people, two Cllrs had contacted   

Woolaston Parish Council where a skate park was opened in October 2010. The Parish Council pays the 

annual insurance and the annual facilities inspection charge. The skate park committee raises funds for an 

annual maintenance check which covers repairs. It was agreed that there were several areas that required 

further information such as evidence of demand and support, where the funding will be obtained. 

It was also noted that the Recreation Association should be contacted by the group. There are other area of 

land which may be suitable. 

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the group, stating that the Community Council supported 

the principle and would try and help the group find a location        

 

Minute 2680 To receive update from working party on  Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations June 4th 2012 

Cllr Clark informed the meeting of the various ideas that had been put forward by the working party. The 

suggestion was that an article should be placed in the Parish Magazine, providing information and  asking 

for further ideas to gain an idea of what residents would like. Cllr Clark also stated that he is investigating 

possible grants available from One Voice Wales. 

 

Minute 2681 To appoint Vice Chair for period December 2011 to May 2012 

No Cllr able to take on this role at this time 

 

Minute 2682 . Items of local concern - information only 

Insurance for voluntary workers                                                                          

Cllr Squires brought to the attention of  Members that she had read an article concerning a retired lady who 

worked in a voluntary agency. Her car insurance premium had doubled when she said that she was a 
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volunteer. Cllr Squires suggested  that it might be a good idea for Cllrs to advise their Insurance companies 

that they are voluntary workers. Apparently they will not put up your insurance as they have signed up to a 

voluntary code   

 

Briefing session on 2012 Local Elections for Clerks. January 19th in Cwmbran. 

The current Clerk will attend. 

 

Briefing session for potential candidates on 25th and 26th January  6pm at County Hall, Cwmbran  

 

Cllr Adams reported that the potholes in the Cwm Road have been filled in and a very good job has been 

done. 

 

Cllr Leaf reported that a fantastic job has been done on the main school route   

 

Cllr McCombe reported that the footpath in Newchurch West has been cleared 

  

Minute 2683 Short reports from meetings attended 

Lower Wye Charter Liaison meeting Tuesday 22nd November  

Cllr Harvey reported that this was poorly attended and he felt that County Cllrs were not committed. He felt 

that there was some chaos demonstrated but all parties must keep working at it. 

 

Lower Wye Area Committee meeting Wednesday 9th November    

Cllr Squires and Cllr Harvey felt this was an interesting meeting, not least because questions were raised 

about Raglan being selected to arrange their own planning. There were many questions raised and few 

answers. It is hoped that at the next meeting a County Cllr will be available to answer questions on why 

Raglan was selected.    

 

OVW Newport/Monmouthshire Committee  Thursday 10th November   

Cllr Harvey reported that Cwynel Cymru intend to foster sustainable development throughout Wales. Cllr 

Harvey’s view is that it appears totally ineffective. 

Town and Community Cllrs remuneration was carried forward to a later date 

Training update and  recruitment of members was discussed.  

Only one Council in Monmouthshire is outside of One Voice Wales  

 

OVW Training Sessions                      

 Cllrs Harvey and Clark attended the financial training session but were not impressed. It was far too basic. 

 

Minute 2684 To consider financial matters   

 

Clerk‘s salary less pension deductions  (November salary)    £449.75       

Clerk’s pension  (Council and Clerk contribution)                   112.32   

The above paid by Bank Standing Order 

 

101007  Spoilt cheque xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

101008  Llanfair Landscapes Grass & hedge cutting at playground)            £700 

 

101009  Shirenewton PCC                                                                              150 

101010  Earlswood Methodist                                                                           60 

101011  Earlswood Hope                                                                                   

60 

101012  Earlswood Baptist                                                                                
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60 

101013  St Peter’s Newchurch                                                                           60 

101014  Chepstow CAB                                                                                     

60 

101015 Shirenewton Recreation Association                                                   300 

101016 Earlswood memorial Hall                                                                    300   

101017 Shirenewton Playgroup  (for Playground checks)                               100 

101018 J Nicholas Community Carols & tree                                                    50 

 

101019  C A Jones (Stationery and Expenses)                                               26.21 

101020  C A Jones (Gas and electricity for  Hall)                                           7.00   

101021   British Legion Poppy Appeal                                                           38.00                                                          

101022   Earlswood Hall (Poppy Wreath)                                                     12.00  

 ( wreath for Shirenewton £17 - total donation= £50 as agreed Minute 2672 Nov 2011) 

101023   Open Spaces Society                                                                         

40.00 

It was agreed to make all payments 

 

c) To determine method of distribution of residue of grant money applied for in Precept 11/12 

               

It was agreed that the Clerk would send out application forms to all local bodies and also advertise this 

in the February Parish magazine with a closing date of February 24th ready for discussion in the 

March 1st  meeting 

                                                               

Minute 2685  Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Report sent via e mail 

 1. Traffic Calming 

I have not heard from County Cllr Down regarding the figures for the traffic survey in Shirenewton but hope 

he will be able to provide information at the December meeting. 

A follow up meeting with MCC regarding the B4235 is being arranged for Dec/Jan and I will ask Paul 

Keeble again about MCC’s view on traffic calming that was set out in the Shirenewton Traffic Calming 

Document that we sent to them.    

County Cllr Down  had received the report and said that the survey was carried out at four locations in 

the village of Shirenewton between Mondaty 7th and Sunday 13th November                                                                                                                                                        

County Cllr Down is to meet with Paul Keeble after Christmas. The Clerk will obtain the report from 

County Cllr Down and publish the figures. 

                                                                                                                                                     

2.  Update on planning applications   

 

 Address SCC recommendation MCC decision 

    

 

 

 

 

3. Other Planning Issues 

 

4. Enforcement Issues 

I asked Enforcement to check on height of garage at Hilltop, Earlswood and they have reported that the 

height is in compliance with planning approval                                                      
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COMPLETED     

                                                                                           

5. Highways 

County Cllr Down to find out about advisory 40mph sign on Cop Hill 

County Cllr Down stated that Highways had apologised because there was no consultation and that the 

sign was obscured. The sign is on a bend but is advisory only 

 

6. Curry Supper MoD. Venue Shirenewton Recreation Hall  November 17th   

This appears to have been a very enjoyable evening for all who attended. Before I was able to e mail  Peter 

Davies to thank him he telephoned me to thank us for the running of the event. He said that they were very 

happy with the ’audience’ and would hope to do it again. The only complaints I received were from people 

who were not invited but as everyone will understand numbers were restricted by the size of the Hall                                

                                                                                                                                             

COMPLETED 

A plaque was presented by the MoD and  Members agreed that the Clerk should ask  the Recreation 

Committee if it can be displayed in the Hall 

                                       

7. Rights of Way 

Reported overgrown path from Tan House Court to Mynyddbach (across SAMFAL field) . MCC has now 

cut back overgrowth                                                                                                                     

COMPLETED     
                                                                                                                                       

8. Appointment of new Clerk 

Three applications have been received - all from outside of the wards. It is intended to interview all three in 

December. 

The date of interviews is 16th December. It was confirmed by Members that the interviewing panel should 

have appointing powers. 

 

9. Shirenewton Play Area 

As previously reported the quote from MCC to carry out necessary work was £1310 plus VAT which 

amounts to £1572 (VAT reclaimable). It has taken a considerable time to find someone else to give quotes 

on the work but I have at last found someone, Jamie Robertson,  who has carried out most of the work - and 

to a very good standard. 

The costings from MCC included treating moles which it was decided previously was not cost effective. The 

removal of this item  would have reduced MCC’s quote to £1190 (not including VAT). There were also two 

items on the list that Mr Robertson was unable to carry out - replacing of the single bay cradle swing and the 

single bay flat swing unit which were quoted for by MCC as being £165 and  £75 respectively. For 

comparison, removing these two items reduced the quote of work from MCC to £953 (not including VAT) 

and Mr Robertson’s charge was £350 (not VAT registered). 

Effectively this means that the two swing seats (one cradle and one flat) still require replacing. MCC’s 

opinion is that they will require replacing in the current year. If MCC carry out the work it will cost £240 

(not including VAT) so the total for the work would then amount to £590 (not including VAT) instead of the 

original quote of £1190 (not including VAT) so this would still be a considerable saving.  

It was agreed that MCC should be asked to carry out the remaining work i.e. replace the two swing seats 

at a cost of £240 plus VAT   

 

10. LDP 

Responses completed and receipt acknowledged by MCC                                                        

COMPLETED 
 

11. New Maps for Electoral Wards 
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Awaiting information from County Cllr Down 

County Cllr Down has now looked at the maps but suggested that they should be left until  after elections 

in May and this was agreed                                                                                                      

C/FWD                                                                   

 

                                                                                                                     

 Minute 2686  To confirm date of the next meeting  as being January 9th 2012 in Shirenewton 

Recreation Hall.  
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                    

Date……………………………….. 


