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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on December 7th  2009 at 

Earlswood  Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Harvey               

                      Mrs E McCombe 

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                              J Eede 

                       Mrs B Leaf  

                              C Eickhoff 

                      Mrs S Squires   

                      Ms B Moore    

                             K Morton 

 Apologies:  
                 None received        

   In attendance: 

                   County Councillor Graham Down 

                  PC Cowburn 

                  Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                   7 members of the public 

 

 Police report  

2/11  - Strange incident - Chain and a lock placed on a gate by an unknown  

person near Shirenewton. 

8/11  - Mini motorcycles being used in Wentwood. 

8/11  - Air rifle appears to have been stolen from a house in Shirenewton. 

11/11 - Road accident near The Huntsman Inn. Car and motorbike. Minor only. No  

injuries. 

12/11 - Telephone call received at Earlswood regarding home security. Genuine  

call from an approved Company. 

13/11 - Sheep in the lane near St Pierre Wood. 

13/11 - Tree down on the road between Crick and Shirenewton. 

19/11 - 5 sheep lost near Earlswood. 

26/11 - Report of a car being driven erratically on the Usk Road - car not  

located. 

27/11 - Suspicious vehicle looking for scrap near Earlswood. White Transit van  

BG02X--.  Owner from Pontypool. 

1/12  - Report of ice on the B4235 near Shirenewton. 

2/12  - Cyclist nipped by a sheep dog near Shirenewton. No formal complaint.  

Farmer advised. 

5/12  - Car on its side B4235 between Chepstow & Shirenewton. Road blocked. No  

injuries. 
. 

PC Cowburn spoke on a further incident that had been reported in the last couple of days. 

A burglary at Earlswood resulting in the theft of a motor bike, lawn mower and power tools. The motor bike 

was found later in a nearby ditch. 

 

.  

Minute  2398     To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared  
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Minute  2399  To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  October 5th 2009 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record with on amendment Minute 2391 Items of local 

concern. The item on The Shop should read Cllr Eickhoff (not Cllr Crundwell) 

 

Minute 2400   Planning 

1. The Recreation Hall, Shirenewton. 

Demolition of small storage shed and extension to larger storage shed 

Recommend approval 

 

2. Land adjoining Clearview Court 

Residential development - outline planning permission 

Members listened to many concerns from residents. Members also heard assurances from the applicant’s 

spokesperson that he was prepared to work with the residents regarding issues such as the render and placing 

of properties and would also look at the viability of providing a shop premises in the development.  

Recommend approval for outline planning permission with the following concerns and comments 

strongly noted: 

Members wished it to be noted that they were recommending approval for outline planning 

permission for building on the land - but not for a specific number of properties or designs at this 

stage. 

It is hoped that the following concerns are taken into account when any specific planning application is 

made. 

The current design of the properties is out of character as they are too tall.  

The ground naturally slopes upwards and so the houses would create an ever bigger impact. 

While Dwr Cymru are hoping to rectify the problem with sewerage by 2010, this does not take into 

account the problem with surface water.  

The current plan appears to take no account of the original access and the access used by no’s 7, 8 and 

9 Clearview.  

It is believed that one resident may have a covenant giving vehicular access across this land. 

Access will be a particular problem. A single access road from the development serving all the 

properties may go some way to alleviating this. 

 

 Items of local concern  

 

Minute 2401   To consider adoption of Charter proposed by One Voice Wales (Copy e mailed to all 

Cllrs 30th Nov) 

Cllr Harvey informed Members  that this is a working Charter that can be amended by either party if any 

part is found to be unworkable. This is the final Draft Document that will be used in discussions between 

One Voice Wales and MCC 

It was resolved to adopt the Draft Charter 

 

Minute 2402   Update on shop premises  

Cllr  Eickhoff reported that unfortunately we were unsuccessful in our grant application to the BBC. 

However there are other avenues to pursue. The SMILE group was set up to apply to the BBC as statutory 

bodies were not eligible to apply but other funders welcome statutory bodies. With this in mind Cllr Eickhoff 

suggested  that the Community Council could apply for a grant of £380,000 from People and Places.  

Cllr Eickhoff also reported on Rural Development Grants which could be another option and he is waiting to 

hear details of this. 

There was some discussion about the idea that had been raised previously by David Adams’ representative at 

the meeting about a shop premises on the proposed new development behind Clearview. It was suggested by 

him that there could be a possibility of a commercial premises being built, retained by Mr Adams and rented 

out as a village shop. 

Cllr Eickhoff had met with County Cllr Down, Phil Murphy and Jane Edwards regarding a joint venture with 

SAMFAL and was waiting for some feedback from this.  
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It was agreed that the Community Council would apply for a grant from People and Places. Cllr Eede 

and Cllr Eickhoff would sign the application on behalf of the Council                                 

C/FWD 

                                                                    

Minute 2403 To receive details of Wentwood Mountain Bike Centre Feasibility Study 

The Clerk reported that she had only received sparse details. The company employed by MCC to carry out 

the study say that an initial assessment of the market potential would indicate that low key trails for leisure, 

families and beginners is likely to be the most appropriate target market. Also a vacant Forestry Commission  

office adjacent to the Timber Centre on Usk Road is available to use as a visitor centre which may include 

cycle friendly facilities such as a café, parking, bike shop, warden’s office etc. 

It was agreed to wait for more detailed plans before making comment.  

 

Minute  2404    Items of local concern - information only 

Shirenewton  Recreation Hall Committee has at last been successful in getting the contractors who damaged 

the car park surface to admit liability. The Committee is now in  discussion via solicitors about the 

resurfacing of the Car Park. 

 

There have been more complaints regarding the parked car on the Highway opposite the TA car park. It is 

parked partly on the pavement and partly on the road. It forces pedestrians out into the road and also is 

perceived to be a hazard to vehicles 

The Clerk will contact PC Cowburn again to inform him of residents’ complaints                    

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2405     Short reports from meetings attended 

One Voice Wales Training for Cllrs. 

Cllr McCombe attended in November while Cllr Leaf and Cllr Squires attended in December. Cllr Saysell 

was unable to attend 

Unfortunately it was felt by attendees of the December session that Module 2 was not any better than 

Module 1 for which we effectively received a refund. This was used to pay for Modules 2 for Cllr 

McCombe, Cllr Leaf and the Clerk. Payment has not yet been made for Cllr Saysell and Leaf. The Clerk has 

spoken to Ken Burton at One Voice Wales and voiced the dissatisfaction of the December  session 

attendees. 

It was agreed that the payment for Cllrs Saysell and leaf should be withheld    

 

SAMFAL/ Village Green meeting 

Attended by Cllr Eede, Mike Sayce and the Clerk 

It was suggested during the meeting that a public meeting should be called for Monday 25th January at 

7.30pm. The Recreation Hall has been provisionally booked  for this date pending agreement from this 

Council and also from SAMFAL. SAMFAL have a meeting on Wednesday 9th December when Mike Sayce 

will put this to the Directors. 

 

If  both parties agree, a leaflet will be distributed to all households in Mynyddbach. 

 

The purpose of the meeting will be to give information on two possible courses of action 

1. SAMFAL takes on a Lease from MCC and manages the whole of the land (apart from the former 

allotment area) If SAMFAL do this it is their intention to fence off two thirds of the field leaving the top area 

of approximately one acre open to residents for recreation, dog walking etc. The bottom two thirds will have 

stock on it at various times of the year. 

 

2. SCC apply for Village Green Status for the whole of the land (apart from the former allotment area)   

 

If both options are going to be put to the meeting, Mike Sayce will speak about the SAMFAL option and 

someone else will be required to  speak about the Village Green option. 
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Previously a suggestion was made that two thirds of the field could be taken on Lease by SAMFAL and 

Village Green Status could be applied for on the remaining acre . However SAMFAL perceived that this 

could cause complications and would not wish to proceed on this route. 

 

The Clerk will print leaflets and Mike Sayce will make arrangements for delivery to every household in 

Mynyddbach (if the Directors of SAMFAL agree this course of action at their meeting on 9th December) 

 It was agreed that the meeting should be held on 25th January. 

It was further agreed that Cllr Harvey will speak about the Village Green option 

 

Meeting with representatives of local organisations 

Attended by all Cllrs and Clerk 

The meeting was very well attended. There had apparently been  disappointment voiced by some 

representatives of organisations who were expecting a different content. Their perception had arisen from the 

invitation letter. This was regrettable and SCC would seek to avoid this in future. However it was felt that 

some good things had come from the meeting, such as the Local Organisations Directory which is shortly to 

be widely distributed and the interaction between various organisations.     COMPLETED    

                                  

 Minute 2406   To consider Financial Matters 

a)  Bills presented for payment    

     Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction                                       £ 418.24 

     Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                            99.11 

     Stationery and Expenses                                                                 65.77   

     Local organisation meeting expenses                                               9.19 

     Mazars external auditor fee                                                          155.25 

     Earlswood Memorial Hall (poppy wreath)                                     12.00 

     British Legion Poppy Appeal (Shirenewton) 

     Including £10 donation                                                                   26.50 

     MCC Grass cutting                                                                      1081.00 

 

 Donations to local bodies:    

Shirenewton PCC                                                                               150.00 

Earlswood Valley Chapel                                                                     60.00 

Earlswood Hope                                                                                    60.00 

Gaerllwyd Baptist                                                                                  60.00 

St Peters Newchurch                                                                             60.00 

Chepstow CAB                                                                                      60.00 

Shirenewton Rec Assoc                                                                       300.00 

Earlswood Hall                                                                                    300.00 

Community Carol Concert                                                                    50.00 

Shirenewton Playgroup                                                                        100.00 

 

It was agreed to make all payments 

 

b) To confirm amount available for grant applications 09/10       

It was agreed that the amount remaining from grant money applied for in the Precept should be 

distributed by requesting applications from local organisations. 

It was further agreed that the Clerk will put a notice in the Parish Magazine inviting applications and 

also include an application form when sending out the Grant cheques to those organisations  listed 

above                                                                                                                                    

C/FWD 

 

c) To consider quotes for refurbishment of notice boards.  

The Clerk requested quotes from three local people. To date, one has responded with quotes, one has said he 
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does not now wish to quote and one has not responded at all. 

It was resolved that the Clerk should obtain two other quotes for comparison. A notice will be put in 

the February issue of the Parish Magazine                                                                   

C/FWD 

 

d) To consider request for funds from Chepstow Play Scheme 2010 

Figures quoted state that there were 32 visits from children in this area. However there were 26 sessions so  

it could mean that very few children from the whole of our area attended 

It was resolved that SCC funds would be better used for ventures that benefit larger numbers of this 

Community                                                                                                                          

COMPLETED 

 

e) To determine figures for Precept (documentation e mailed to Cllrs 30th November) 

The figures for 2010/2011 Precept were determined as follows as follows:- 

     

One Voice Wales & SLCC 210 

Audit fees 205  

Open Spaces 40  

Church Clock Maintenance  140  

Insurance Premium 1200 

Play area maintenance  1100   

Room Hire  220   

Shirenewton PCC Donation 150  

Earlswood Methodist 

Donation 

60   

Earlswood Hope Donation 60   

Gaerllwyd Baptist Donation 60   

St Peters Newchurch 

Donation 

60  

Chepstow CAB Donation 60   

Shirenewton Rec Donation 300  

Earlswood Hall Donation 300  

Village carol concert 50  

Playgroup 100 

Shirenewton History Society  15  

SAMFAL 15     

Other grants (to be decided) 285 

Running /Admin costs 800 

Clerk’s pension 902 

Clerk’s salary 5500 

Memorial path cleaning  NIL 

Grass cutting 940 
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Best Kept Village  50? 

Notice board maintenance NIL 

Memorial wreaths 

 

TOTAL: 

50 

Training 100 

TOTAL: 12972 

 

It was agreed that the total figure requested for the 2010/2011 Precept would be £12972        

                                                                                                                                        

COMPLETED 

                               

 f) To receive report from External Auditors 

Mazars, the external auditors report as follows: 

‘On the basis of our review, in our opinion, the information contained in the annual return is in accordance 

with the Auditor General for Wales’ requirement and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for 

concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.’       

A copy of the relevant pages of the report and a notice detailing where full details of the audit can be 

viewed are displayed on the notice boards                                                                   

COMPLETED 

 

 

Minute   2407   Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs 

  1. Allotments /Affordable Housing, Blethyn Close 

Planning application for two units of affordable housing was put before the Planning Committee on 

December 1st. Cllr Squires spoke on behalf of Shirenewton Community Council. County Cllr Down also 

spoke against the proposals. The applicant spoke for the proposal.  

The plans before the Committee were for two, two storey, three bedroom, units. At a previous Planning 

Committee meeting it was unanimously agreed by Members that the units should be single storey and 

Members stated that they felt that this decision should stand. The application was therefore rejected and the 

applicant was invited to present new plans for single storey units.                                     

COMPLETED    

                                                                                                    

2.  Update on planning applications  

Ref: Address SCC recommendation MCC decision 

DC/2009/00764 Maelor, Weyloed Lane, Mynyddbach Approval Approved 

DC/2009/00825 Batwell House (amendment) Approval Approved 

DC/2009/00941 Pantycosin  (certificate) Approval Approved 

DC/2009/00918 Penwaun, Shirenewton Approval Approved 

 

 

 

Appeal decision: land adjacent to Peniel Chapel, Llangwm 

Appeal dismissed and notice upheld subject to the enforcement notice being corrected by the deletion of the 

words “and replace with the stable doors as shown on the attached plan”  

The reasons given for this is that the appellant says that most of the requirements have been complied with 

and the only outstanding matters are the replacement doors and the removal of domestic animals from the 

site. She does not dispute the requirement to replace the doors but points out that it is a matter of time and 

money for making and fitting new doors, particularly since her father, who was making replacement doors , 
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passed away earlier this year. However no appeal has been made and no alternative length of time for 

completing the work is proposed.   

The stable building is the subject of a planning permission, the approved plan for which shows the doors 

required to be inserted by the enforcement notice. There are separate procedures available to secure the 

completion of a building which is the subject of a planning permission. The appellant could remove the 

glazed doors and windows and leaving her to choose whether to leave the building without doors and when 

to complete the building in accordance with the approved plans. 

The appellant states that the dogs kept at the site are guard dogs and as such are not suited to domestic life. 

The Inspector has concluded that neither these animals nor any horses are actually ‘domestic animals’ as 

referred to in the notice. There is consequently no need to vary the requirements of the notice to meet the 

appellant’s concern that this  requirement would prevent her from keeping these dogs on the site.                                               

There was some discussion about what constitutes a guard dog as opposed to a domestic animal  

It was resolved that the Clerk will obtain further information concerning guard dogs/domestic pets  

                                                                                                                                                           

C/FWD                                                                   

 

3. Hand rail on path from War Memorial to Church  

I am pleased to say that the handrail SCC requested has now been put in place by Rights of Way Dept at 

MCC.                                                                                                                                       

COMPLETED    

                                                                                                                                                              

4.  Cleaning of path and War Memorial steps. 

The path and steps were given a final clean prior to the Armistice Day Service. Cllr Eede place the wreath on 

behalf of SCC. There was a very large turnout for the service.                                       

COMPLETED 

                             

5.  Dog fouling 

I am waiting for Kate Arnold to get back to me. She is out of the office until Monday In the meantime I have 

obtained some dog fouling signs.                                                                                           

Kate Arnold had returned the Clerk’s call and will visit both Mynyddbach and Shirenewton on an ad hoc 

basis over the coming weeks. The Clerk distributed signs for Cllrs to put up in trouble spots.                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                              

COMPLETED 

                                 

6. Dwr Cymru Activity at Whitemill Water treatment works at Roughetts Woods below Mynyddbach  

ref 17900222.  

Following my report last month that the above building has been sold, I can confirm that it has been sold to a 

builder living in Earlswood. I am told that he has cleaned up the building considerably and it is apparently 

his intention to use the building for storage purposes or sell it on for the same purpose    COMPLETED 

                                         

Correspondence 

1. Fuel Poverty Strategy Consultation -closing date January 4th 2010 (e mailed to Cllrs 27th Nov.)  

 

2. Invitation from MCC to review of Principal Local Government Authority Areas on 30th November. (e 

mailed to Cllrs 13th November) No Cllrs available to attend 

 

3. Welsh Assembly Government.  Proposed Guidance for the Wales Programme for Improvement For The 

Fire and Rescue Authorities in Wales  

 

4. MCC Free copies of electoral roll for individual Cllrs Wards. Clerk has application forms 

 

5.MCC Local Development Plan newsletter 6. Available on website www.monmouthshire.gov.uk 

 

6.Welsh Assembly Government. Local Government (Wales) Measure 2009- statutory guidance. Consultative 
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documents. Responses by 15th January 2010. Clerk has copy for distribution   

                                                                                                                                                      

Minute  2408  To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being January 4th 2009 at Earlswood Hall 

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………….. 


