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DRAFT COPY 

                                                                                                                                                       

Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on August 2nd 2010 at 

Shirenewton Recreation  Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Harvey                

                             R Mitchell  

                      Mrs E McCombe 

                             C Eickhoff 

                             Ms B Moore    

                             K Morton 

 Apologies:  

         Councillors: 

                     Mrs S Saysell 

                     Mrs B Leaf  

                     Mrs S Squires   

                             J Eede 

   In attendance: 

                   County Councillor Graham Down 

                  PC Cowburn 

                  Ms  Glynis MacDonald 

                  Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

                  60  members of the public 

 

 

To receive Guest Speaker, Mr George Ashworth from  MCC .  

Proposed Rural Housing Allocations in the Local Development Plan 

Mr George Ashworth was welcomed by the Chair and he introduced County Cllr Bob Greenland  who 

shared in the discussion. 

The meeting was told that Rural Housing is only one area of the Local Development Plan 2011 that is being 

consulted upon. It will replace the current Unitary Development Plan which runs until 1st January 2011. 

It is proposed that 200 houses will be built in the Main Villages. Previously MCC’s target was that 80% of 

them should be affordable housing but that target was now reduced to 60%. It is proposed that 15 of these 

houses will be in Shirenewton ,  9 of them affordable housing.   

They stated that Shirenewton and Mynyddbach were to be treated as separate villages (with the green wedge 

being sacrosanct) in all ways apart from the rural housing allocation They said that as the two villages shared 

the same facilities then it was sensible to combine the numbers for this purpose 

There have been many previous consultations before this stage in the proceedings had been arrived at. People 

had previously been invited to put areas of their land that they though suitable for building forward as 

candidate sites. These had been considered by the Monmouthshire Local Development Team and some 

discounted because they would not meet Planning guidelines (see attached map - five areas marked in pink 

in Mynyddbach CS/0022, CS/0073, CS/AD0285,  CS/AD/290 and CS/AD0293- ) Two areas were 

considered suitable (see attached map - marked in green in Shirenewton CS/0075 and PV01) CS/0075  areas 

had been put forward by the owner as a candidate site but PV01 was chosen as being suitable by MCC 

Officers. We were told that at this point there was no agreement with the landowner of PV01 to sell the land 

but MCC would not compulsory purchase land for this purpose. 

There are 15 house planned for Shirenewton on this area , 9 of which would be affordable. Planning 
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permission has already been given for 2 more at Blethyn Close bringing the total of affordable houses in 

Shirenewton/Mynyddbach to 11. 

 

MCC has a policy that 60% of new housing should be affordable. This obviously means much less of a profit 

for the landowner. In some case landowners provide a facility for residents under S106 of the Local 

Government Act to compensate e.g. additional children might need extra classroom to which the developer 

may contribute . In the case of land being used for 60% of affordable housing, the landowners would be 

getting a reduced rate for the land this would not come into operation. 

 

A large number of residents attended the meeting and many made comments and raised concerns. Some 

of the concerns were:-  

The definition of affordable housing? With the average price of houses in Shirenewton being higher than 

the average how will that relate to prices?  

In some other Council areas the sale price was set at being no more than 4 x the average income. George 

Ashworth stated that it was hoped that in Monmouthshire it would be no more than 4 x the lower income 

level which would equate to around £80,000. However there was no decision at the moment as to how the 

houses would be marketed, they could be sold outright or on a shared equity basis or rented. The 

management of the houses would be handed over to MCC’s housing department who would decide to whom  

they were offered.   

We were referred to the WAG document Acceptable Cost Guidance for a fuller picture.  

  

One of the area in Shirenewton ( green area  PVO1 on the attached map) has already been turned down 

for development on Planning grounds. 

We were told that both Highways and Welsh Water had been consulted and they did not foresee problems. 

 

How adequate is the sewerage system to take on these extra houses ( there is already outline planning 

permission  for nine houses adjacent to Clearview Court.) 

The meeting  was told that Welsh Water have been consulted and think the system is adequate.  

County Cllr Down thought this was questionable as he has been notified of problems further down the 

line at Mathern 

 

It would appear that residents are concerned about estate type housing development. Could the houses be 

scattered throughout the villages? 

Because a large percentage of the houses would be low cost it was the experience of MCC that landowners 

would be unlikely to put forward small amounts of land for this type of building. 

 

All the discussion has been about affordable housing to enable younger people to stay in the villages . 

While this is very laudable, has any thought been given to the elderly living in larger homes who may be 

prepared to leave their homes for a smaller dwelling in their own locality? Would MCC consider building 

some bungalows? 

In the past elderly people have been reluctant to leave their homes but it was a good point and could be 

looked at. 

 

County Cllr Down raised the question of how  the number of houses was arrived at.  

In some areas The Rural House Enabler had carried out a survey but it was accepted that a survey had not 

been carried out in Shirenewton/Mynyddbach. The affordable housing figure had been supplied by the Local 

Data Unit in Cardiff and is based on an all Wales figure. 

 

There is still a long way to go in the Consultation process. All residents should put their views individually 

in writing to the MCC Local Development Team. All responses will be read but in view of the numbers 

anticipated it will not be possible to acknowledge them all.  
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This is only one area of the Local Development Plan that is being produced. Other area include Tourism, 

Environment, Rural Economy and there will be consultation on these areas in the future.  

When all the views of the various agencies and residents have been received  a draft document will be 

printed called the Deposit Local Development plan. There will be a six week consultation period for this 

during which everyone is invited to comment again before the Local Development plan is finally drawn up 

and adopted.  

Mr Ashworth and County Cllr Greenland were thanked by the Chair for their time. The usual business of the 

Community Council meeting then followed at 9pm. 

 

Minute 2462  There was some discussion on the drafting of the Community Council’s response to the 

proposed Rural Housing Allocation at the sites in Shirenewton and possible alternative sites.  

It was agreed that it would be beneficial for the Clerk to convene another meeting shortly for a full 

discussion  and response                                                                                                            

C/FWD 

 

Police report  

Due to the lateness of the start of the meeting PC Cowburn was unable to stay. His report had previously 

been circulated to all Cllrs. 

 

Shirenewton & Earlswood incidents 5th July to 28th July. 

 

7/7   Stray cow on the road between Earlswood and Shirenewton. 

11/7  A motorcycle operation was held on the B4235 near Shirenewton 

11/7  Nissan 4 wheel drive stolen from Cadira Beeches. 

11/7  Road accident B4235 near Shirenewton. Motorbike hit barrier. 

Female rider had minor injuries. 

15/7  House alarm at Shirenewton - fault. 

22/7  Problem with an elderly confused male walking in the road near  

Shirenewton. 

24/7  Large ultra violet light being used near Shirenewton as a moth trap.  

This was apparently a SAMFAL operation and the Police had been previously notified that it was to occur 

(incidentally SAMFAL identified 51 different species of moth!) 

27/7  Suspicious phone call received at Shirenewton. 

28/7  Domestic incident near Shirenewton.  
 

An off road  motorcycle operation for Wentwood has been planned for a date in August. 

 

Cllr Moore, NHW co-ordinator had also ben made aware by PC Cowburn that a house was broken into at 

Earlswood on August 1st during the day. A window was smashed and jewellery was taken 

 

Minute 2463     To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Minute 2464   To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  July 5th 2010 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record  

 

Minute 2465 Planning 

 

1. DC/2010/00453  Shop Farm, Earlswood  

Two storey extension to side and rear of existing dwelling 

Amended plans 
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The recommendations by the Community Council to the original plans had been taken on board. 

Recommend approval 

  

2. DC/2010/00344  Gate House, Penycaemawr, Usk 

Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling and garage 

Recommend refusal on the following grounds 

 Design not in keeping with rural area  

 Dwelling size too large 

 Mixed roof levels not acceptable 

 Finish not acceptable - should be mixed local stone and render 

 Design not of a high quality  

 

3. DC/2010/00662  2 Holly Cottage, Shirenewton 

Erection of a single storey extension at the rear of the property to improve accommodation 

Recommend refusal on the following grounds 

 Lack of integrated design 

 Increase in footprint from original greater than acceptable 

 Multiple roof levels 

 Design unsympathetic in Conservation Area 

 

Items of local concern 

Minute 2466     To receive report regarding tree removal/felling order on Bluebell Lane, 

Penycaemawr 

Cllr  Harvey reported a felling licence has not been granted by the Forestry Commission. Five substantial 

trees have been felled to make a garden/allotment  

It was agreed that the Enforcement Officer should be notified                                      

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2467      To receive details of contact made with MCC regarding Wentwood Mountain Bike 

Centre Cllr Morton has been unable to make contact but will continue to try and make contact     

C/FWD                                                                                                                            

    

Minute 2468      To receive details of deposition from Cllr White re Owain Glyndwr status for 

Blethyn Close  

Cllr Harvey has received the deposition from Cllr White  

Cllr Harvey will provide a copy to the Clerk                                                           

C/FWD 

County Cllr has information showing that Cllr White agreed to help facilitate the sale of the former allotment 

land at Blethyn Close 

County Cllr Down will provide a copy to the Clerk                                                  

C/FWD   

                                                         

Minute 2469    To confirm agreement of work to be carried out by MCC for flood alleviation at 

Shirenewton Recreation Car Park 

The Clerk had previously verbally informed Cllrs  of all the work to be carried out after she had met with 

Steve Lane and Recreation Hall Committee representative. The only area of land on SCC property affected is 

right at the back of the children’s play area which is currently overgrown. MCC have now confirmed in 

writing all the work that they will carry out. 

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Steve Lane giving the Council’s agreement to the work 

being carried out as soon as possible                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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Minute 2470 To consider the purchase of speed monitoring equipment in collaboration with 

Portskewett and  Caerwent Community Councils at a total cost of £3600. Cost to SCC would be £1200  

The Clerk had received a letter from Portskewett Community Council. She had made enquires with both 

Portskewett and Caerwent Councils regarding their current speed limits and commitment to the funding. It 

would appear that while Portskewett had agreed to £1200, Caerwent had agreed to only £1000. It is to be 

raised again at Caerwent’s September meeting. No decision was made by Members at this time. 

It was agreed to carry forward this item to the September meeting for a full discussion     C/FWD 

 

Minute 2471 To discuss the review of the electoral arrangements for the County of Monmouthshire 

Draft Proposals for Boundary changes.  

The Local Boundary Commission for Wales is obliged to review electoral arrangements at intervals of not 

less than 10 years. The results of the last review were published in March 200 and the resultant order made 

in 2002.  

The current proposals are intended to amend the disparity in the number of electors in each electoral 

division.  

The proposal is that that Shirenewton, Mynyddbach, Crick, Llanfair Discoed and Leechpool would be in the 

same electoral division.  

Earlswood and Newchurch would be allocated to the same electoral division  as  Devauden  

The result of this change will be that  the Community Councils will be served by two County Councillors. 

Added to this some of the wards are not clearly defined in the Electoral roll e.g a number of people living in 

Earlswood are listed under Shirenewton on the electoral roll so confusion as to who their County Cllr is 

would be bound to occur. Cllrs failed to see any benefit in the proposals. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would write objecting to the proposals                      

COMPLETED  

 consider m                                                                                                                                                                        

Minute 2472  Items of local concern - information only 

Shop. Lottery People and Places have accepted revised outline plan and sent full application to be completed 

within six months 

 

Recreation Association Storage Facilities 

The Recreation Association obtained planning permission to extend the shed on the Recreation field and a 

grant of £6000. The building will cost about £10000 and the Committee is starting fundraising for the 

balance and a few other things e.g. new goal posts, as Shirenewton RAFA (Rec Association Fundraising 

Activities). The first event is a sponsored walk across the Severn Bridge (and back) on Sunday August 22nd 

at 10am.  

The next event will be on October 1st,  the first of bi-monthly quiz nights on the first Friday in the month 

(Oct, Dec, Feb in the Recreation Hall)  

 

 Minute  2473   Short reports from meetings attended 

 

Environment Committee   

Cllr Eickhoff reported that a meeting had been held and the relevant section of the Village Plan 2007 had 

been revisited. Also he was preparing a draft Wind Turbine Policy. No date has been set for the next 

meeting.                                                                                                                                       

C/FWD                                                
 

Shirenewton Fete                                                                        

Cllr McCombe said that she thought the joint Community Council/ Neighbourhood Watch stand was a very 

successful venture.  

People were asked what caused them most concern and the responses were - 

Motorbike noise/driving style on the B4235 
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Break ins 

Cold callers 

Off road bikers in Wentwood 

School Parking 

Shop 

Proposed plans for Brookacre, Earlswood 

Allotments 

Speeding through village 

Noise from MOD Caerwent 

 

The following petition was also signed by 159 people 

‘In order to moderate traffic noise & nuisance (particularly from motorbikes) it is suggested that a 40 mph 

limit be introduced between the junction to Shirenewton and 200 yards beyond the Huntsman on the B4235’ 

This was sent to the Police and also to Highways at MCC 

  

One Voice Wales AGM  15th July 

Cllr Harvey attended. The Chairman, Trevor Phillips was re-elected for the forthcoming year. 

The speaker was Jenny Lewis who is the new Citizen Engagement Manager and is working with OVW on 

the new Charter. 

 

Consultation on proposed Closure of Courts  (email sent to all Cllrs 2nd July)        

Cllr Moore attended a meeting called by the Magistrates Association and she outlined their objections to the 

closure of Abergavenny Court that were put forward. This Court has recently been refurbished at huge cost 

and was reopened on August 2nd (today). It was pointed out that in the consultation letter sent to Councils, 

comments were invited on the proposed closure of courts which included Chepstow County Court which has 

been closed for years!  

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to HM Courts Service Estates and copy to David Davies MP 

objecting to the closure of Abergavenny Court                                                                            

C/FWD 

 

 Minute 2474  To consider Financial Matters 

Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction                                           £433.90 

Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                             102.82                        

 Stationery and Expenses                                                                   80.88 

Spencer Hughes (refurbishment of Gaerllwyd notice board)           200.00 

 All four notice boards have now been refurbished and the Chair requested that the Council’s thanks be 

passed on to Mr Hughes  

 

b)  To consider cost of remedial work arising from MCC annual inspection 

Total quote from MCC £780 plus VAT.  

Quote  from local builder £670 plus VAT 

 

Comments were made about the amount of money spent annually on the play area. This is due in the main to 

the age of the equipment. Attempts have been made for the past three years for grant funding to replace the 

equipment but have not been successful. To refurbish the play area would cost a minimum of £65000 

 

It was agreed that the local builder should be engaged to carry out the remedial work arising out of 

the annual inspection                                                                                                                         

C/FWD.  
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Minute 2475   Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs 

   

1.  Blethyn Close 

I have contacted Graham Down regarding the report that Steve Greenslade is writing for Cabinet to request a 

change in the decision to sell the land to the highest bidder and sell to Ateb lleol for affordable housing. 

Steve Greenslade promised that we would have sight of this report. Response from Graham said ‘No’.                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                              

C/FWD 

 

2.  Update on planning applications   

Ref: Address SCC recommendation MCC decision 

DC/2009/01152 Land at rear of hill View Cottage,  

Shirenewton 

Refusal Refused 

See note below** 

 (see note below **) 

DC/2010/00356 Pear Tree Cottage, Mynyddbach Approval Approved 

DC/2010/00249 Land adjacent to Trenewydd, 

Shirenewton 

Approval with conditions Approved with conditions 

DC/2010/00454 New Mill, Earlswood  Approval Approved 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**  This was as a great surprise to me as I expect it is to you. The application did not go to Planning 

Committee but was delegated to an Officer. Apparently if the recommendation of the Officer is in line with 

the Community Council there are a number of objectors then the decision can be delegated. I only check the 

website once a month before SCC meetings and so this is the first I have heard of it. Good news anyway.  

 

 3. Other Planning issues 

The application for Brookacre went before the Planning Committee on Tuesday but the matter was deferred 

until a site visit has been carried out. This was requested by MCC and we were given notice of this on 

Monday and so no-one spoke for or against on Tuesday. The site visit will be on August 9th and it will go 

before Committee on August 10th when County Cllr Down and Cllr Squires will speak against the 

application                                                                                                                                        

C/FWD                                                                              

 

4. Enforcement issues 

Land opposite Huntsman Hotel. Still unable to trace owner. No further work has been carried out since 

notice left by Enforcement Officer. If anyone has any information please let me know       C/FWD     

                                               

Mynders Cottage Planning application  for this should be in by end of July but agent promised yesterday 

that it would be in on Monday 2nd August. The understanding of MCC is that the application will be for  

1. the engineering work carried out in the quarry (retrospective) 

2. alteration to access further down the road - away from corner and coming out on a straighter piece of road 
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3. Extending garden curtilage 

I am also told that it will be a condition that the hedgerow will be reinstated.                                               

 

Mynders Field. 

The Enforcement Officer has visited and said that (retrospective) planning permission is needed because he 

considers that an engineering operation has taken place. He said that the bank has been considerably cut in to 

and the track has also been widened. Although I told him that it is believed that the same person owns 

Mynders Cottage and the field he has to await confirmation of the owner of the field before he approaches 

him.                                                                                                                                           

C/FWD   

 

Untidy field at Huntsman Hill 

Two Enforcement Officers met with the owner of the field. He has already moved some stuff out. He has 

been told that anything that is left on the land must be for agricultural purposes only. He can have a truck on 

the land while he is working there. He agreed to tidy the site and move a large water container so that it will 

not be visible from the road. 

He has been told that he has to apply for a storage container that he is using to keep equipment in  but says 

he will get rid of the railway carriage that he is using. He said that in an effort to shield the view of the site 

from the road he put a corrugated  sheeting on the gate. The Enforcement Officers told him that it looked 

much worse with this and he agreed to remove it this weekend                                              

COMPLETED 

 

Yew Tree Cottage, Mynyddbach.  

Despite being told that the person who owned the field mentioned above was the owner of this cottage, the 

Enforcement Officers did not take the opportunity to speak to him about the reported encroachment of 

garden into adjoining field. The Enforcement Officer told me that she did not know what the complaint could 

be about as there were no field around Yew Tree Cottage in Mynyddbach. Having looked at the Village Plan 

map I see that there are actually two Yew Tree Cottages in Mynyddbach! She will now chase this up                                                                                                                                        

C/FWD 

 

5. Highways  

Complaint that grass verge cutting was not being carried out in Earlswood. Reported to MCC. Has been      

done.                                                                                                                                     

COMPLETED                  
                                                                                           

6. Public meeting with Nick Ramsay re proposed Welsh Assembly Referendum 

New date for Meeting is Wednesday 15th September at 7.15pm. This was the only date available before the 

new term begins. Church Hall is booked. Notice in Parish magazine and on notice boards. Also notices to all 

household in Shirenewton and Mynyddbach. Please pass the word to residents of Earlswood and Newchurch 

or I can provide some notices for delivery.                                                                              

C/FWD                                                                                                              
 

7. Clerk Training 

I have now completed one full day session in Cardiff for the training to obtain the WWYC Clerk’s 

Certificate and have to do one more session in August. There is quite a lot of work to be done outside of the 

Training sessions and then it has to be sent to be assessed. It has been very useful and also ‘interesting’ to 

hear how some other Councils operate.  

You will be pleased to know that I sent off the application for the bursary and it has been agreed - £55 will 

be credited to the Bank account                                                                                               

C/FWD                                                                                                              
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8. Changes to the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 

In March 2010 the WAG made changes to the A &A (Wales) Regulations 2005. Unfortunately the 

announcement came after the Annual returns had been printed. Some unfortunate Councils who had 

completed the returns and sent them in had them returned. We however had ours in very early (it doesn’t 

need to be in until end of September) and it appears that we will not have to do anything different for this 

year.  

Basically the changes mean that I have to certify the accounts by the end of Sept and then send the accounts 

to the Auditor. The Auditor sends his report back settings out his findings. The Council must then approve 

the Audit by 31st December but only after it has received the Auditor’s report and the accounts have to be 

re-certified by me. 

  

9.  Bank Mandate 

Last month two Cllrs signed some of the cheques(as is usual). I took the transfer slip, signed by two Cllrs 

into Caldicot branch of the Bank (as is usual). On of the Cllrs then received a telephone call to say that the 

transfer could not be processed as one of the signatories was not authorised. When I checked with the 

Chepstow Branch (which is where the account is held) they told me that the last Mandate they had recorded 

was 2006. If you recall I have been through this procedure with them several times and they still have Cllrs 

recorded that have not served for years and several  serving Cllrs not recorded at all. Fortunately I had 

photocopied the last Mandate that I personally delivered to Chepstow last year. Apparently they send them 

away to be recorded and they did not have a copy in the Branch.  

They said they wanted me to complete another Mandate and I said there was  no way I was going to do that. 

Eventually they said they would send it off (wherever?) and see if a photocopy would be acceptable in the 

circumstances. I have since received a telephone call from Chepstow Branch saying that the Branch Manager 

has verified the Mandate and sent it off and they are ’hoping’ it will be OK 

I am writing this sad tale of woe because I cannot face repeating it again and for two other reasons:- 

1. It might be that we have to complete a new Mandate 

2. The Bank rules for proof of identity are that if a signatory on the Mandate is an existing customer then 

identity can be verified.  

If the signatory is not a customer then YOU HAVE TO TAKE PROOF OF IDENTITY INTO ANY 

BRANCH. 

 

I believe there are one or two Cllrs who are not Customers, but if they have taken their identity in to the 

Bank the question arises ’What did the Bank use the proof of identity for if there is not a Mandate held ?’ If 

you do not have an account CAN YOU PLEASE TAKE IN PROOF OF IDENTITY TO ANY BRANCH. 

I do not know if the Cllr who signed the transfer has had her signature verified in either of the above ways 

but the stupid thing is  that she also co-signed signed the cheques which were cleared by the Bank in 

Chepstow.! I am told that they do not check signatures on cheques under £5000! 

It has now been confirmed by the Chepstow Branch that the mandate is in place and all Cllrs are eligible  

to sign cheques - even though I am aware that at least one  Cllr does not have an account and has not 

provided proof of identity!                                                                                                  

COMPLETED         

 

10. Llanmelin Hill Fort     

 I have contacted Caerwent.  No further progress with CADW 

                                                  

Minute 2476 To confirm the date of the next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed as being September 13th  at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 

 

                                                                                                        

Chairman…………………………… 
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Date……………………………….. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Chairman: Cllr Mrs E McCombe                                                                                      

Clerk: Mrs C A Jones 

Church House 

Shirenewton 

Nr. Chepstow 

Monmouthshire 

NP16 6RL 

 

Telephone 01291 641791 

Email: commcouncilclerk@aol.com 

August 4th 2010 

Edward H Lewis  

Secretary 

Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales 

Caradog House 

mailto:commcouncilclerk@aol.com
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1-6 St. Andrew’s Place  

Cardiff 

CF10 3BE 

 

Dear Sir  

 

Review of the Electoral Arrangements for the County of Monmouthshire Draft Proposals 

 

It is the view of Shirenewton Community Council that the proposals for allocating the current for wards in 

Shirenewton to two different  electoral divisions should be avoided. 

 

Currently Shirenewton is a rural community consisting of four wards,  Shirenewton, Mynyddbach, 

Earlswood and Newchurch . There is a close community connection between all four wards. 

It is currently in the electoral division of Shirenewton which includes the community of Mathern (Mathern, 

Mounton and Pwyllmeyric) and is served by one County Councillor. This works well with all residents  

aware of the identity of their County Councillor. 

   

The proposal is that that Shirenewton, Mynyddbach, Crick, Llanfair Discoed, Mounton, Pwllmeyric and 

Leechpool would be in the same electoral division and known as the electoral division of Shirenewton 

(working name).  

It is noted from the Review document that ‘the Commission acknowledged that this scheme has the effect of 

separating community wards which were previously united, but there are good access links between the two 

communities and we see no reason why community ties of equal strength should not be forged and this 

amalgamation would improve the overall parity’  With respect, it must be pointed out that this has obviously 

been written by someone with no real knowledge of the local communities but has been worked out on 

numbers alone.  

 

 

Earlswood and Newchurch would be allocated to the same electoral division  as  Devauden, Llangwm,& 

Llantrisant Fawr and known as the electoral division of Devauden, Llangwm & Llantrisant Fawr (working 

name).  

 

The result of this proposed change will be that  the Community Councils will be served by two County 

Councillors which is bound to lead to confusion for residents and could have the propensity to lead to 

difficult situations for the Community Councils. 

  

Added to this confusion, some of the wards in Shirenewton are not clearly defined in the Electoral roll. A 

number of people living in Earlswood are listed in the ward of  Shirenewton on the electoral roll e.g. Roll 

numbers 45 to 91 are quite definitely Earlswood addresses.  

 

Shirenewton Community Council object to the proposed changes in Electoral Boundaries.  

 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
Carole Jones 

Clerk 
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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Chairman: Cllr Mrs E McCombe                                                                                      

Clerk: Mrs C A Jones 

Church House 

Shirenewton 

Nr. Chepstow 

Monmouthshire 

NP16 6RL 

 

Telephone 01291 641791 

Email: commcouncilclerk@aol.com 

August 4th 2010 

HM Courts Service Estates 

Director for Wales Office 

Churchill House 

Churchill Way 

Cardiff 

mailto:commcouncilclerk@aol.com
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CF10 2HH 

 

Dear Ms Pillman 

 

Shirenewton Community Council was disappointed in the extreme to receive details of the proposed closure 

of Abergavenny Magistrates Court. We fail to understand how such a large amount of money (£500,000 we 

believe) was spent  to refurbish Abergavenny  Court which was re-opened on Monday of this week.  

 

In the Consultation Paper published on 23June 2010 it states that by closing Abergavenny it would remove 

the backlog of maintenance of around £631,00! Surely this cannot be correct. Having already spent £500,00, 

does this mean that there is still a backlog of maintenance of £63100? It would be reasonable to presume that 

as a refurbishment has been carried out and the premises has now re-opened then there would be virtually no 

back log of maintenance.  

 

In view of the possibility that the refurbishment has not been taken into account  in the Consultation Paper 

we would ask that the both the figure quoted for backlog maintenance and the details of the accommodation 

as stated in the Consultation Paper for the Abergavenny Court be revisited.. Our understanding is that it is 

designed specifically with facilities to hold trials i.e. rooms to separate defendants and plaintiffs. 

 

Travel to Cwmbran could be a problem for many. We believe that people should be able to attend a Court in 

their own locality 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
Carole Jones 

Clerk 

 

CC David Davies MP, Nick Ramsay AM 


