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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 2 April 2012 at 7.30pm  
at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

 
Present: 
 Councillors: 
 Ms S Squires (Chair) 
 Ms L McCombe 
 Ms B Moore  
 Mr J Eede  
 Mr D Adams 
 Mr C Eickhoff 
 Mr K Morton 
 Mr W Clark 
 
Also in attendance: 
 County Councillor G Down 
 Ms G MacDonald 
 PC Louise Thorpe and colleague 
 Mrs H Counsell (Clerk) 
 16 members of the public 
 
1. Apologies: 
 Cllr B Leaf, Cllr J Harvey. 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
2. Public participation 
 
Three members of the public spoke to Councillors as follows: 
 
Mrs C Stanley made three points on the subject of the Community Council not 
progressing the village shop on the recreation field site: 
a)  that Shirenewton desperately needs a shop. 
b)  that the recreation site was the most viable in the short to medium term. 
c)  that the Open Day at the Tredegar Arms was overwhelmingly supportive of a 
village shop and she expressed disappointment that there was not a further Open 
Day planned to allow people to comment further. 
 
Mr N Fuller of Orchard Rise, Shirenewton advised that he had been asked by Peter 
Davies of the MoD, Caerwent to explain, as chairman of the Forresters Car Club, the 
background of the car rallies that have been held in Caerwent Training Area. He 
further advised that there has been a change of Commandant at Caerwent who is 
anti-motor sports and has stopped the rallies for the foreseeable future. Mr Fuller 
asked Councillors to mention that he had spoken to them when they next attend a 
joint meeting between local Community Councillors and the MoD. 
 
Mr T Hughes requested that he receive a copy of all ‘village shop’ minutes that had 
been discussed by the Community Council since 2007.  The Clerk agreed to forward 
these to Mr Hughes. 
 
 
 
3. Police report 
 
PC Thorpe and a colleague attended the meeting and talked through the police 
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report that had been previously circulated to Councillors.  She asked that any people 
present with any information on the incidents to contact her direct.  PC Thorpe 
further reported that local people will have monitoring equipment to assess the 
speed/noise of motor bikes passing through. When asked by Cllr Morton about 
increased police activity in Earlswood, she confirmed that this was the case, however 
it was not because of issues with the local neighbourhood.  C Cllr Down asked if the 
higher police profile on the B4235 would continue through the summer and PC 
Thorpe confirmed that it would. 
 
Minute 2724 - To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed 
business. 
 
None. 
  
Minute 2725 - Amendments to minutes of the meeting held on 6.2.12  
 
The minutes of 6.2.12 were approved as a true and accurate record subject to three 
amendments at the meeting on 5.3.12, the amendments were: 
 Minute 2699 - Merton Green Action Group had successfully won a Public Inquiry, 

rather than registered a village green. 
 Minute 2701 - Village Shop update - the following line was added ‘Cllr Moore 

stated that the detail of the covenant needs to be looked at’. 
 The date of the next meeting should have read 5 March 2012, rather than 2 April 

2012. 
 
Minute 2726 - Minutes of the meeting held on 5.3.12 were approved as a true and 
accurate record, subject to the following amendments: 
 
 Minute 2714 - Village Shop proposal - the following line was added ‘ In response 

to a question Cllr Eickhoff stated that the covenant could be varied if it was felt 
necessary’. 

 Minute 2714 - Village Shop proposal - last line of second paragraph should read 
‘Some members of the public supported this view’. 

 Minute 2714 - Village Shop proposal - the following line was added to the end of 
paragraph six - ‘Cllr B Clark stated that he had a copy of a letter from the Liddell 
family solicitors’.   

 
Minute 2727 - Planning. 
 
1. DC/2011/01149  Plot 1, adjacent Oakley House, Shirenewton 
    Modifications to approved planning permission. 
 
This Council recommends approval, with the observation that the Council had not 
previously recommended approval of a four storey dwelling. 
 
2.  DC/2012/00098  The Old Rectory, Shirenewton 
     Listed building consent, rear single storey garden room. 
 
This Council recommends approval. 
 
Minute 2728 - Village Green Public Inquiry update 
 
The Chair fed back that the inquiry had lasted for 1½ days; approximately 38 
residents had attended and a number spoke in support, including Cllr Morton and  
C Cllr Down. The Clerk was requested to write letters of thanks to the residents that 
spoke at the Inquiry (list to be provided by Cllr McCombe).  Cllr McCombe then 
thanked all residents present for their attendance and Carole Jones in particular for 
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her contribution. 
 
We were further informed that the Inspector’s report should be available in 5 - 7 
weeks.  The Chair advised that she had received a letter from a resident regarding 
the Public Inquiry that she would forward to Councillors.   She thanked Carole Jones 
for her excellent response to the QC and to Mon CC, she also thanked Cllr 
McCombe for her contribution to the preparation work for the Inquiry. 
 
Minute 2729 - Queen Elizabeth 11 initiative 
 
Cllr Moore reported that she has studied the correspondence and contacted Mike 
Moran of Mon CC who has suggested registering two appropriate sites - the 
recreation field and a triangle of land at Mynyddbach where the play area used to be 
located.  The initiative wants to guarantee the future of recreation facilities and open 
spaces in 2012 areas.  Cllr Moore confirmed that she has one application form and 
can get another, also that applications would still be accepted, although the official 
closing date had passed.  She also answered questions on the benefits and legal 
status of registration with the Fields in Trust. 
 
Cllr Moore suggested we ensure we do not miss the opportunity to make the 
application, then ask for community feedback via the Parish News and withdraw the 
application(s) if the community objects. 
 
It was agreed to form a sub committee of Cllrs Moore, Eede and McCombe to pursue 
the applications, which would be circulated to Councillors prior to the next meeting.  
 
At this point, C Cllr Down needed to leave the meeting, he advised that 
Monmouthshire Housing Association is still looking at a feasibility study on the old 
shop premises and he has sent Melyn Homes a reminder.  He also thanked 
Councillors for their help and co-operation over the last 4 years.  The Chair thanked 
him in return for his contribution and support. 
 
Minute 2730 - Village Shop proposal 
 
The Chair noted C Cllr Down’s comments as above.  She further enquired of the 
Clerk whether a letter of thanks had been sent to the SMILE group and she 
requested that Cllr Eickhoff forward a copy of his letter withdrawing the Big Lottery 
application to the Clerk for the files. 
 
Cllr Clark passed on a copy of the SRB Legal Business Lawyers letter to the Clerk, 
along with a letter from the Liddell family solicitors for the files. 
 
Cllr Eickhoff advised that a village shop in Shirenewton was the number one priority 
in all local surveys, although it was a divisive issue in the community.  He expressed 
disappointment that some residents were of the opinion that the Community Council 
was not acting in the best interests of the village. 
 
He felt that poor communication between the Community Council and the Recreation 
Association should be addressed and a better effort should be made to work together 
and improve Community Council representation on the Rec Association committee.  
Cllr Moore had attended the Rec Association AGM recently and said she was 
welcomed and felt up to date with their agenda. 
 
There ensued a lengthy discussion between Councillors and members of the public 
on the merits (or otherwise) of a shop in Shirenewton.  It was finally established that 
Cllrs Adams, McCombe and Eickhoff would devise a questionnaire for residents on 
whether a shop is needed and would be supported.  The questionnaire is to be 
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circulated to Councillors for comments before being issued. 
 
At the end of this item, the Chair ensured that all present were satisfied that they had 
the opportunity to make their views known. 
 
Minute 2731 - To discuss Mon CC’s Improvement Objectives 1012/13  
 
Councillors did not consider this issue further as the closing date passed on 27.3.12. 
 
 
Minute 2732 - To discuss Community Led Plans  
 
Shirley Hughes had advised that the next move would be to hold an Open Meeting to 
discuss ways forward with the community.  Councillors felt that in view of the 
number  of community surveys being undertaken at present, it would be wise to 
defer this issue for three months.  The Clerk to inform Shirley Hughes of this 
decision. 
 
Minute 2733 - to receive the Clerk’s Report. 
 
 
1. Forthcoming election 
 Notices of Election publicised on notice boards on 27 March 2012. 
 Reminder to Cllrs that the closing date for nominations is 12 noon on 4 April 
 and they are best handed in at The Rhadyr, Usk (see e-mail dated 22.3.12). 
  
2. War memorial grants - Carole Jones has applied for a grant to renovate the 
 war memorial, in addition to the application for the church clock. No further 
 news. 
 
4. Data Protection - information received from Paul Egan, OVW. Awaiting 
 response from Allianz Insurance. 
 
5. Tan House shutters - response from Enforcement is that the Tan House is 
 100 yards outside the conservation area, therefore they can only request 
 different shutters as the owner is able to take reasonable steps to protect their 
 property. 
 
6. Tree felling on road to Penycaemawr - Cllr McCombe circulated 
 photographs of the site and felt that in her opinion this was scrub clearance 
 and reduction of the hedgerow.  She agreed to pursue with Mon CC and 
reply  to the resident’s query. 
 
7. Clerk’s annual leave - one week booked 23 - 27 April 2012. 
 
 
Minute 2734 - To consider Clerk’s salary and allowances. 
 
Councillors considered the allowances payable under the Clerk’s contract of 
employment and further discussed and agreed the Council’s expenses policy as 
distributed by the Chair in February 2012. 
 
 
Minute 2735 - To receive items of correspondence. 
 
 
1. John Pearson, Local Democracy Manager, MCC 
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 Monthly update to the Register of Electors 2012.  Two additions to 
 Mynyddbach. 
 
2. Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales 
 Review of Payments to Town and Community Councils 
 Response to be returned by Friday 20 April. (Clerk and Chair to respond). 
 
3. Annual donations issued and letters of thanks received from 1ST 
 Shirenewton Brownies, Shirenewton Guides and Earlswood Valley 
 Chapel. 
 
4. Membership of One Voice Wales 2012/13     £120.00  
 (Renewal of membership agreed) 
 
5. Wye Valley Views ANOB Jigsaw Project 
 Looking for a nomination for ‘Jigsaw Officer’ to take photographs of 
 landmarks and seek the views of local people. 
 (No nominations made). 
 
6. Countryside News leaflet - Mon CC 
 Looking for Pathcare Volunteers 
 - Golden Valley Walk, Shirenewton (2.7 miles) 
 - Wentwood and Gray Hill, Shirenewton (7.1 miles) 
 (Cllrs Eede and Morton to respond direct to Mon CC). 
 
7. One Voice Wales Newsletter - Spring Issue. 
 
8. Agenda and minutes of OVW Newport and Monmouthshire Area  meeting at 
 Llandenny on 12.4.12. 
 
 
Minute 2736 - Items of local concern 
 
Earlswood - Cllr Morton asked whether the Brookacre Residential Home complied 
with planning conditions as a number of young people were unsupervised in the 
community.  Cllr Moore advised that CCSIW would determine whether supervision 
was appropriate.  The Clerk was asked to check the planning conditions. 
 
Shirenewton -  Cllr Adams advised that a resident had approached him with the 
concern that the exit from the recreation hall car park was dangerous through poor 
visibility and had asked whether this could be improved.  It was noted that the 
adjoining hedge was not the property of the Council. The resident had also spoken of 
the dangers of tractors on this road and Cllr Adams confirmed that they do use 
alternative routes to avoid the centre of the village as much as possible. 
 
Cllr Eede reported that the extended garage at Newton Lodge partly obscures the 
view from the driveway egress of neighbours.  A neighbour had contacted the 
Planning Dept and been informed that the plans had been approved and there was 
nothing they could do.  Cllr Eede had suggested installing a convex viewing mirror. 
 
Cllr Squires advised that following participation in several meetings regarding the 
B4235, Shirenewton Community Council had been nominated for a Road Safety 
Wales Award, however, unfortunately, the nomination had not been successful. 
 
 
Minute 2737 - Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations 
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Cllr Clark advised that a Classic Car Club was interested in attending on Bank 
Holiday Monday.  The bell ringers had been approached to ring the church bells and 
the parish church approached to hold a Songs of Praise in the marquee.  The 
Scouts had been approached to organise a parade before the lighting of the beacon 
at 10pm.  Cllrs Clark and Leaf are to arrange a public meeting  (date to be 
confirmed) to look at numbers/costs of hog roast. Councillors agreed that Cllr 
Eickhoff book the fireworks at a cost of approx £850.  Balance of around £400 to 
fund the hog roast.  Decisions still to be taken - who will light the beacon; cost of hog 
roast tickets.  Cllr Clark reported that C Cllr Down had notified him of the availability 
of a Welsh Church Fund grant towards the celebrations. 
 
Minute 2738 - to discuss renewal of the Recreation Hall lease. 
 
Cllr Moore advised that the lease is due for renewal in January 2013 and would be 
likely to take 6 months to finalise.  It was agreed to include this item on the May 
2012 agenda, for the new Council to consider and make a firm proposal to get 
together with the Recreation Association to start the process. 
 
 
Minute 2739 - Short reports on meetings attended. 
 
No meetings had been attended. 
 
 
Minute 2740- consideration of financial matters. 
 
 
Expenditure 
 
Clerk’s salary/allowances/expenses - March 2012   £453.54 
Pension - March 2012      £  97.72 
Inland Revenue  - Jan/Feb/March 2012 (to year end)  £195.65 
 
 
 
Invoices for payment 
 
Membership of One Voice Wales 2012/13    £120.00 
 
VAT element of Mon CC invoice for swing seats     £48.00 
 
Standing orders 
 
Signatures were required on three Standing Order Forms for monthly payment of 
Clerk’s salary/allowances, pension and tax.  Payable on the last working day of the 
month. 
 
Payments were agreed as per April schedule. 
 
 
 
As this was the final meeting of the Community Council prior to the 2012 elections, 
the Chair thanked Councillors for their hard work and contribution to the Council and 
wished good luck to all. 
 
 
Date of next meeting:  Annual Meeting to be held on Monday 14 May 2012 at 
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7.30pm at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 10.20pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


