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DRAFT MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

 

Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on April 12th 2010 at Shirenewton 

Hall.  

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Harvey                

                             R Mitchell  

                      Mrs E McCombe 

                      Mrs S Saysell 

                              J Eede 

                       Mrs B Leaf 

                      Mrs S Squires   

                           K Morton 

                             

 Apologies:  

         Councillors: 

                            Ms B Moore  

                                 C Eickhoff  

                      County Cllr Down sent his apologies for unavoidable late arrival due to a previous 

commitment  

                     

   In attendance: 

                   County Councillor Graham Down   

                    PC Cowburn 

                  Mrs C Jones       Clerk 

  

Police report  

Shirenewton & Earlswood incidents February 28 to April 9. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

28/2  Report of off road bikes at Wentwood. 

1/3    2 vehicle accident on the B4235 near Shirenewton - non injury. 

5/3    Attempt break into a domestic garage at Earlswood. 

6/3    Attempt break at Earlswood Methodist Chapel. 

7/3    Pedal cycles stolen from a garage over the last few weeks at Earlswood. 

(All the above 3 were within a few hundred yards and probably occurred on the  

same night.) 

7/3    Motorcycle accident B4235 near Shirenewton. Injuries sustained. 

8/3    Blue Transit van seen in suspicious circumstances at Earlswood. 

12/3  Burglary at a workshop near Shirenewton. 2 portable generators stolen. 

15/3  Neighbour dispute near Earlswood. 

18/3  Suspicious white van seen at a farm near Earlswood. 

23/3  Suspicious red van seen near Earlswood. 

24/3  Motorbike set on fire at Wentwood. 

26/3  Threatening letters received at Shirenewton. 

26/3  Report of a suspicious vehicle at Shirenewton. Black Nissan pickup. 
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30/3  Report of a petrol spill at Wentwood. 

30/3  Road accident between a car and lorry on the Crick Road - non injury. 

1/4    Generator stolen from a farm near Shirenewton. 

3/4    Concern for an  elderly resident at Shirenewton. 

8/4    Accident on the Crick road just outside Shirenewton. Non-injury. 

9/4    Concern for an  elderly resident at Shirenewton. 

10/4 Theft of an electric fence from Earlswood 

12/4  Theft of an off road motor cycle from a garage at Shirenewton 

 

Cllr McCombe had  received a verbal complaint from a resident regarding the bikes and the associated 

nuisance and noise in Wentwood. PC Cowburn stated that there are two legal by- ways which can be used. 

The problem appears to be increased because Forestry authorised events also attract bikes at other times.  

P C Cowburn stated that he and a Support Officer were in the woods on Sunday afternoon but were unable to 

speak to the culprits. PC Cowburn that residents should report incident at the time they happen. 

 

There has been some confusion surrounding the new speed signs at the School. While the new signs show 

20mph, the old signs show 30mph. PC Cowburn explained that this is because the new signs are advisory 

and therefore cannot actually be enforced. 

 

Minute 2411    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business. 

None declared 

 

Minute 2412   To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  March 1st 2010 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record  

 

Minute 2413 Planning  
1. DC/2010/00249  Land adjacent to Trenewydd, Shirenewton 

Detached House.  

Renewal of planning permission granted April 2005 

Recommend approval but concerns highlighted about proposed removal of horse chestnut tree 

 

2. DC/2010/00253 Brook Acre, Earlswood 

Change of use of existing dwelling house to 4 placement residential children’s home.  

It was recommended that due to the lateness of receipt of this application, that the Clerk should apply 

to MCC for an extension to the usual twenty ones days allowed for consultation   

 It was further recommended that the applicants be invited to address the Community Council  at the 

May meeting                                                                                                                                  

C/FWD 

 

3. DC/2010/00131   

Coombe Farm, Shirenewton. Removal of hedgerows 

The Clerk brought this application to the notice of Cllrs. This type of application is not put out for 

consultation. 

 

Items of local concern 

Minute2414 To discuss way forward for Traffic Calming  

 

Cllr Eede reported further on the  possibility of shared portable speed device. This would cost in the region 

of £3000 with an annual maintenance charge of £50. The device and associated costs could be shared 

between Shirenewton, Caldicot and Portskewett Community Councils. Cllr Eede will report as and when 

further details become available.  There is a possibility of obtaining a grant from FEECAT       C/FWD                                                                                                                        
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PC Cowburn had suggested at a previous meeting that  a speed restriction on the B4235, double yellow lines 

and better street lighting through the village of Shirenewton could aid traffic calming. 

 

The Clerk had received a written complaint from a resident regarding the noise of bikes on the B4235 and 

also a request for the reduction in the speed limit on this road. He asked if the Community Council would 

make representations to the relevant authorities on behalf of residents to reduce both the speed limit and the 

noise nuisance. The resident had also written to the Chief Constable. Both letters were read to Members.  

 

Cllr Squires will  attend MCC’s Highways session at the One Stop Shop in Caldicot  and report back to 

Council in May  

 

There was much discussion on the best way forward to try and reduce  long standing concerns surrounding 

the B4235. Cllr Down informed Members that he had written to the Chief Constable requesting a meeting 

with him. 

It was agreed that the following steps would be actioned. 

1. Submit a report to Traffic Department requesting a reduction on the B4235 approaching 

Shirenewton/Mynyddbach  - PC Cowburn 

2. Obtain statistics of all reported accidents on B4235 -  PC Cowburn 

3. Set up a ‘stop bike’ initiative where there is a Police presence on the B4235 to stop bikes and check 

that they comply with all legalities and speak riders about the manner of driving - PC Cowburn 

4. Write to Highways requesting a reduction in the speed limit  -  Clerk 

5. Write to Environmental Health Department about the level on noise on the road, particularly at 

weekends - Clerk                                                                                                               

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2414  Environment committee up-date on Environment Section of Village Plan   
It had not been possible to arrange a meeting as anticipated.                                                

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2415 To consider involvement of SCC in Village fete  June 12th 2010  

It was considered that last year’s involvement was very worthwhile 

It was agreed that SCC should have a joint stand with  Neighbourhood Watch (as last year) 

Cllrs McCombe and Leaf agreed to man the stand and County Cllr Down agreed to help. 

Cllr Leaf will provide the gazebo 

The theme for this year will again be residents’ concerns.                                           

C/FWD 

 

 

Minute 2416 To confirm possible dates for referendum meeting with Nick Ramsey  

The Clerk had received notice of available dates from Mr Ramsey.  

It was agreed that the Clerk should notify Mr Ramsey that the most suitable dates for a Public 

Meeting would be Thursday 8th July or Monday 12th July. 

It was further agreed that the Clerk would book either the Recreation Hall or the Church Hall from 

7.30pm on whichever date was most convenient to Mr Ramsey                                C/FWD 

 

Minute 2417  To confirm entry into Best Kept Village 2010 competition  

It was confirmed that the Clerk should enter the village of Shirenewton into this year’s competition     

                                                                                                                                             

C/FWD                                                                                     

 Minute  2418      Items of local concern - information only 
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Planning application for two affordable houses at Mynyddbach. The Appeal date has been set for 20th May 

and will be held locally to enable residents to attend. The venue is St Thomas a Becket Church Hall and will 

begin at 10am.  Residents who made written objections will be informed by letter from MCC but anyone is 

eligible to attend. 

 

One Voice Wales Area Committee meeting will be held at 7pm on Thursday 15th April in Usk. 

 

As mentioned by a resident last month, moles are a problem on the Recreation field as they are on the play 

area. The Clerk  had  contacted MCC and advised that they use outside contractors. She has arranged for 

free quotes for both areas and will advise Cllrs of the quote for the play area next month. 

 

The stile on the footpath at Wentwood Mill, Earlswood has broken down and there is no longer a footpath 

sign there. 

The Clerk will request that MCC reinstate both style and footpath                                       

C/FWD 

 

In September 2009, MCC gave approval for an agricultural shed to be erected in the field at Mynyddbach, 

between Weyloed Lane, Dancing Hill, Huntsman Hill and Usk Road. It is reported that this has been erected 

along with other sheds. Also MCC  previously requested that the owner of the field clear the top half of the 

field as residents considered it had become an eyesore. This was done by the owner but residents report that 

it has again become an eyesore. 

The Clerk will contact MCC Planning and Enforcement                                                      

C/FWD 

 

 

Minute 2419     Short reports from meetings attended 

One Voice Wales Training for Cllrs     March 15th                                  Cllr Harvey 

Cllr Harvey attended this meeting and said that while there were some interesting talks there was no actual 

training given 

 

Meeting with Steve Greenslade re Blethyn Close 

The meeting was attended by Steve Greenslade, Debra Hill-Howells, Cllr Down, Cllr McCombe, Cllr 

Squires and the Clerk 

Cllr Down began the meeting by stating his position which was basically that he was not in favour of 

affordable homes being built on the site nor did he think that allotments were a suitable option for the site. 

He said that he had given his word to a resident to facilitate the sale of the land and he was not prepared to 

go back on this. 

 

The Clerk had  asked if there  was any reason that the former allotment land could not be used for 

allotments again and was told that there was no reason. The pros and cons of using part of the main field as 

an Allotment area were discussed 

The Clerk explained SAMFAL’s position , that is if SAMFAL took on the lease then they would fence off 

the field and put stock on the land at certain times of the year. This seemed to be news to MCC  as they 

thought it would still be used as a recreation area.  

We were given to understand that if MCC ran the allotments then whoever was next on their list of 

applicants would be given an allotment, effectively meaning that there is a possibility that no local village 

residents would get one  

The possibility of SCC leasing the whole of the land , main field and allotments was discussed.  SCC could  

Then possibly sub- let former allotments to the Allotment Association and could sub-let part of the field to 

SAMFAL who would  also maintain the hedges around. This would mean that the top part if the field would 

have to be maintained by SCC and the grass would require cutting. The cost of this area could be included in 
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the precept 

 

If it was decided that the whole of the field was to remain as it is now then obviously SCC would have to 

include the whole cost of grass cutting in the Precept. 

 

The advantages of SCC leasing the field and former allotment area are that:-  

1. We ensure that local residents have the allotments 

2. We protect the main field for the term of the lease which would probably be 25 years.  

3. Depending upon residents response to future use, we have control over the decision of future use of the 

field whether it is sub let to SAMFAL, or 

left as it is, or 

part used as allotments  

 

Four things were made clear to us during the meeting. 

1. MCC want to hold on to the main field at Blethyn Close as it is felt that it may be a valuable asset in the 

future  

2. MCC want to offload the responsibility of the  maintenance. 

3. The caution that we have on the former allotment land is ’an irritant’ to them 

4. No decision will be made until after the Appeal on May 20th when we will all meet again. 

 

Cllr Harvey will obtain a deposition from Cllr Colin White regarding his understanding of the 

agreement to give Owain Glyndwr status to the field                                                 

C/FWD 

 

Minute 2420 To consider financial matters   

Bills presented for payment               

a)  The following seven payments as per Minute 2437 March 1st                                                                 

Earlswood Valley     towards external decorating                                               £25.00 

Earlswood hall          towards replacement oil tank                                              75.00 

Shirenewton Recreation Hall    towards car park drainage                                   75.00 

Shirenewton Church                  towards resetting of Victorian floor tiles           35 .00 

SAMFAL                                   towards sign boards around field                        50.00 

St Peter’s Church, Newchurch  towards maintaining fabric of Church                 15.00 

Gaerllwyd Baptist Church         towards rewiring                                                  20.00   

 

b) S Hughes Refurbishment of notice board at Earlswood                                 £200.00 

The above payment as per Minute 2443March 1st 

 

c) Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction    SPC 19                                               £433.90                                   

Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                                                    102.82                               

 Stationery and Expenses                                                                                         

13.47 

 

d) One Voice Wales Annual subscription                                                               

£114.00 

Cumbria Clock Co Ltd   (annual service)                                                                 

164.50 

 

e) To confirm replacement/refurbishment of Shirenewton notice board at a cost of £200 

Members who had seen the refurbished notice board in Earlswood were very happy with the result  

The Shirenewton board is in a very bad state and the one on the old shop wall is in better condition but still 
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requires refurbishing. 

It was agreed to ask Spencer Hughes to remove the board from the old Shop, refurbish it and replace 

it the centre of Shirenewton in place of the existing one.                                            

C/FWD 

 

f) To confirm Annual Investment strategy.  

Each year Community Councils have to look at an annual investment strategy. The statutory guidance 

requires that all investments should give priority to liquidity and security rather than yield. In view of the 

relatively small amount of reserves we hold the Clerk advised that for the year 2010/2011 the current 

banking arrangements should be continued 

It was confirmed that the current banking arrangements should be continued 

                  

Minute  2421   Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings 

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs 

 1.  Update on planning applications   

Ref: Address SCC recommendation MCC decision 

DC/2009/00973 Parsons Grove, Earlswood Refusal (request better plans) Approve 

 

 

 

 

2. Planning Application Appeal - Affordable Housing Mynyddbach 
As previously advised the Appeal date is set for May 20th at 10am in Church Hall in Shirenewton. This local 

venue should allow more residents to attend. Anyone who has objected in writing should receive notification 

of this meeting but everybody is eligible to attend whether they have objected previously or not. 

 

3. Other Planning Issues 

I have contacted MCC regarding the concern of residents about ‘roads’ on farmland, the width of 

entrances/exits  and the removal of hedgerows. I am awaiting a response                    C/FWD                                                                      

 

4. Enforcement issues 

New cases 

Tredegar Farm, Usk Road, Shirenewton           alleged tipping 

 

Closed Cases 

Pant y Cosin Farm, Usk Road, Shirenewton.    Alleged unauthorised caravan/septic tank        Breach 

terminated 

 

4. Daffodils 

The daffodils (courtesy of Cllr Down) planted last year have blossomed despite the really harsh Winter. The 

newly planted ones in Mynyddbach around the bus shelter and under the Shirenewton signs look very 

attractive.  

I wrote the above when I first saw them. However on Wednesday morning when I walked to Mynyddbach, 

the daffodils to the left of the bus shelter had all been cut down. This must have happened between about 

11am on Tuesday morning and 9am on Wednesday. Because all but one of the two of the daffodils had been 

removed (there were two cut down and left on the grass) I assumed that it was the work of children but I am 

told that it may have been MCC workmen putting up a sign.  

It  would appear that the destruction of the daffodils was caused by the Contractor employed by MCC to 

erect the new Mynyddbach sign The Clerk had written to MCC                                          

C/FWD 
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5. Highways  

Received response  from MCC as follows 

Red House Lane  

Will not be resolved in the short term. The road has bee closed to protect the public, both vehicle and 

pedestrian. A survey of the drains has recently been requested by the Engineer to establish if a solution is 

feasible or indeed affordable. Once a solution is found SCC will be advised. 

Potholes at bottom of School Hill, Mynyddbach. 

 Included in work schedule. Will investigate and repair if not already done. 

Potholes on Earlswood Road from below Mynders Cottages to junction of Batwell Hill   

Included in work schedule. Will investigate and repair if not already done. 

Damage to grit bin below School Hill, Mynyddbach  

Will investigate and repair prior to next season 

 

Request for new grit bin near Church, Shirenewton 

Salt bin requirements are being reviewed at this time. If a need exists it will be provided if criteria an be met. 

They will then be established before the onset of next season. No objection in principle to the request 

 

6. Dead badger 

I received a report about a dead badger at the entrance to the Car Park at the Recreation Hall. Apparently by 

the time I was told it had been there for a few weeks! I rang MCC and they very quickly removed it.     

COMPLETED 

 

7. Parked car in Shirenewton 

I have heard from PC Cowburn that he put in a report to the CPS but the fine has now been paid and so the 

court case will not proceed                                                                                                                  

COMPLETED 

 

12. Correspondence 

1. Planning Aid Wales Conference. 29th and 30th April (details e mailed to Cllrs 22nd March) 

 

2. OVW  Welsh Language Policy and legislation update (details e mailed to Cllrs 22nd March) 

 

3. OVW  Invitation to attend Welsh sustainability Week 17th - 23rd May (e mailed to all Cllrs 24th March) 

 

4. MCC.  Countryside Volunteer Newsletter - Spring 2010. Limited copies available from Clerk or at 

www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/countryside  (details e mailed to all Cllrs 1st April) 

5. Wye Valley ANOB. Spring edition of ‘Picturesque’ magazine and ‘Wye So Special’ for distribution 

amongst Cllrs 

 

6. Chairman of MCC.  Invitation to attend Monmouthshire Schools Music Showcase at Chepstow Leisure 

Centre on Wednesday 21st April at 7pm. Tickets are £5 for adults and £3 concessions in aid of Chairman’s 

charities ‘Help for Heroes’ and ‘the Air Ambulance Service’. Please advise Clerk if you wish to purchases 

tickets (e mailed to Cllrs 1st April 

 

7. MCC Returning Officer. Request for all Community Cllrs to help ensure postal votes are received in good 

time  (e mailed to Cllrs 1st April)  

The Clerk will obtain a supply of forms for postal votes 

 

Minute   2422        To confirm date of the Annual meeting as May 10th  2010 (May 3rd is a Bank 

Holiday) followed by Ordinary meeting in Shirenewton Recreation Hall  
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Chairman…………………………… 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                         

Date……………………………….. 


