
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shirenewton Community Council 

 
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on 3rd April   

2006 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

 

Present: 

           Councillors: 

                              J Eede 

                        Ms B Moore 

                              P Jones 

                       Mrs J Morgan 

                              J Harvey 

                              C Crundwell 

                              K Morton 

                              C Eickhoff 

                       Mrs S Saysell 

                        Ms S Bushell 

                       Cllr G Down Monmouthshire County Council 

 

In attendance: 

                      Mrs C Jones   Clerk 

 

Minute 1848 TO DISCLOSE PERSONAL AND PECUNIARY INTERESTS IN 

ANY ITEM OF LISTED BUSINESS. 

Cllr Mrs Morgan disclosed an interest in the matter of the alleged breach of planning 

control at Seaview nursery. She later left the meeting while this item was discussed. 

 

Cllr Ms Bushell disclosed an interest in the matter of the planning application on the 

Hollies, Mynyddbach. She later left the meeting while this item was being discussed. 

 

Police Report   

PC Mason reported that there had been a daytime burglary at a house on the way to 

Llangwm. This occurred on Wednesday 29th March between 12.30 and 2pm. Some 

tools, a pressure washer, chain saw and brush cutters were stolen. 

A male person, wearing a camouflage jacket and carrying a gun case, was disturbed in 

two separate incidents at two farms. When challenged he said he was rabbitting. Both 

incidents had taken place at around 9.45pm. 

The helicopter that was seen hovering over the village on Sunday 26th March was as a 

result of PC Mason reporting a stolen car in the area. He was able to follow discreetly 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for a while but was not allowed to ‘give chase’ The helicopter was called out, the 

vehicle was found in Weyloed Lane and two people who admitted the crime were 

arrested. 

 

 

Minute 1849  

The Minutes of the meeting of March 6th 2006 were agreed and signed as a true  

record. 

   

 

Minute 1850 Clerk’s report 

To consider items C/FWD from previous meetings 

 

Community Council Website 

The Clerk reported that until a Community Council Website was set up she would 

continue to post the Minutes on the Church website. Cllr Jones agreed to state at the 

end of his report in the Parish magazine that the full minutes could be found on the 

Church website.                                                                                          

C/FWD 

 

Allotments Mynyddbach 

The Clerk reported that she had obtained a quote from a local person for clearing and 

disposing of the rubbish on the area. However one of the people who wanted an 

allotment said that she and another interested party would be prepared to clear the site 

but it would need to be fenced off and have a gated entrance. The Clerk reported that  

she had since been able to get a response from Mon CC regarding ownership of the 

land. Asset Management told her that Mon CC owned the land but there was no 

record of the land ever having being used as allotments, therefore any previous use 

must have been on an informal basis. 

Cllr Mrs Saysell had received a letter from a resident raising her concerns about the 

land being used as an allotment area. 

Members agreed that the best way forward would be to set up a working party. Cllrs 

Harvey, Morton, Mrs Saysell and Ms Bushell agreed to form a party and will meet on 

site on Monday 10th April at 2pm. They will report back to the full Council at the May 

meeting.                                                                                                   

C/FWD 

 

Stone Walls in conservation area. 

Cllr Harvey has spoken to the Development Control Officer and asked for the specific 

rule that allows stone walls in conservation areas to be removed. It was noted that the 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

stone wall at Upper House had been removed and enquiries would be made as to 

whether or not the owner of the property intended to replace it.               C/FWD 

 

Rubbish in Lay-by at Gaerllwyd 

The Clerk reported that she had again spoken to Andrew Welsh (Highways engineer) 

He told her that he had carried out a site meeting after their last conversation. He said 

the problem had arisen because the Forestry Commission are harvesting wood and  

have virtually taken over the lay by but he promised it would be cleared within a 

month.  Some Councillors felt there must be some confusion because they said that 

the lay-by in question was full of debris and there was evidence of fly tipping. The 

Clerk will contact Andrew Welsh again to advise him of  the exact position of the 

lay-by.                                                                                                                   

C/FWD 
 

Double Parking outside Newton Lodge 

Members reported that double parking at this junction was still occurring and 

therefore obstructing vision of cars. Cllr Eede has spoken to the home owner and she 

is aware of the situation. Cllrs agreed to note numbers of cars that double park as and 

when they appear and let the homeowner know.                                             

C/FWD 
 

Repairs to Shirenewton Play area   

The Clerk reported that MCC had inspected the area and given a quote of £120 to 

repair the Spring horse and broken play area. It will cost approximately £10 to remove 

the graffiti. Members agreed to the work being carried out. 

MCC also reported that the RSJ on the rocking horse will require replacing during the 

next few months. It was agreed that the Clerk will request a quote for the replacement 

RSJ and also for the painting of all the playground equipment. It was further agreed to 

allow the Clerk to organise this work up to a maximum of £250.                    

C/FWD 
 

Minute 1851 Action List 
 

Poor Land rent 

The Clerk had been advised that a figure of £40-£50 per acre would be reasonable for 

the land in question. It was agreed by the Members that the Clerk would write to the  

tenant informing him of the increase from £175 p.a to £200 p.a.           

COMPLETED 
 

War Memorial re-etching of names and cleaning. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Clerk reported that the work was to commence by Friday 7th April       C/FWD  

 

Best Kept Village 

Cllr Harvey has received the details and entry form. The closing date for entry is May 

9th. It was agreed to form a sub-committee consisting of Cllrs Harvey and Eede and 

the Clerk.                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                         

C/FWD 

 

Unitary Development Plans 

The Clerk had received notification from MCC that comments of the Council had 

been noted.                                                                                             

COMPLETED 

 

 

Bicca Common 

Cllr Harvey is to visit the records office in Cwmbran o see if any further information 

is available                                                                                                      

C/FWD 

 

 

Village Plan Questionnaire 

A meeting was held by the sub-committee to determine how the questionnaires would 

be distributed and collected. The sub-committee thought that they should be sent out 

by mid April and collected during the first week in May. The sub-committee hoped to 

divide the numbers of residences between Councillors for collection. In cases where 

the questionnaires were not available for Councillors to collect an envelope could be 

left for posting or alternatively, Mr and Mrs Wright had kindly agreed to allow them 

to be left at the village shop after completion. 

Some members felt that the time scale would be difficult to adhere to particularly as 

the questionnaire had not yet been printed. There was some discussion about the haste 

in sending out the questionnaire. Cllr Down felt that information for some of the 

questions that were being asked already existed and he was asked to draw up a list of 

these. Cllr Ms Bushell felt that it would be prudent send the final draft to Tim 

McDermott and Pam Lloyd for their comments. It was agreed to refer back to the 

sub-committee and delay for one month. Cllr Eickhoff agreed that he would send 

copies of the final draft to both parties.                                                                            

C/FWD   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minute  1852  To Consider Planning Matters 
a) M12678 Tantivy, Usk Road, Shirenewton 

Erection of two storey extension to form garden room and bedroom 

Approval recommended 

 

b) M12740 Barn Farm, Earlswood 

Erection of two storey extension and relocation of existing conservatory 

Approval recommended 

 

c) M12743 The Hollies, School Lane, Mynyddbach 

First floor rear extension 

Approval recommended subject to side windows being of frosted glass 

 

d) M12709 Marls Barn, Usk Road, Shirenewton 

Two storey side extension 

Approval recommended 

 

 

Alleged breach of planning control 

a) Shirenewton Golf Club 

The Clerk reported that she had had spoken to the Enforcement Officer after he had 

visited the site. As a result of this visit he arranged a site meeting with the Developer 

on Friday 31st March. The answers given to the concerns raised were as follows:- 

1.   No planning permission is required for walls at the main entrance. 

2.   Planning is required for walls and lamp posts at entrance to development. The 

Developer will submit an application for these. 

3.   The Developer stated that he has a licence from the Environment Agency for 

tipping. The Enforcement Officer is now awaiting a copy of the licence and will 

inform the Clerk of the outcome. Cllr Crundwell will approach the Environment 

Agency for further details. 

4.   Planning for the erection of the shed and a new farm road was passed in the last 

six months. 

 

The Clerk stated that on checking the planning records she noted that the planning 

application had been received by the previous Clerk for re-location and recladding of  

an existing agricultural building and construction of a new farm road. This was 

recommended for refusal by the Community Council on the 11th November 2005. 

However she had noted that the letter accompanying the application was dated 18th  

October and gave 21 days for objections to be raised. However it appears that the 

application was passed in October. The Clerk will take the matter up with the Case 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worker who is currently on holiday.                                                       

C/FWD  

 

b) Seaview Nursery is under investigation by the Enforcement Department following 

a complaint. A copy of the planning application received by MCC on 17th February 

has still not been received by the Clerk. She has confirmed with MCC, that due to 

problems with their new computer system, the last  applications that were sent out 

were dated as being received by Mon CC on 9th February. 

 

 

MCC refusal of Planning permission 

Springfield, Shirenewton  

Notice of refusal on the following grounds had been received:- 

 1.  The property access is considered inadequate. 

 2.  The inevitable increase in traffic using the shared driveway would be detrimental  

      to the occupiers of The White House and particularly no. 5 The Row. Contrary 

to  

      policy H3 of the Monmouth Borough Adopted Local Plan 

 3.  A house at the application site would have an overbearing effect upon the 

outlook  

      from the surrounding bungalows. Contrary to policy H3 of the Monmouth 

      Borough Local Plan. 

 

Replacement hedges at rear of houses next to shop. 

The Clerk reported that she had contacted Enforcement and was told that the case was 

closed in December 2005. Apparently the trees officer had reported that the 

replacement landscaping schemes had been implemented. Enforcement agreed to ask 

the Trees Officer to check this matter again and report back. Members suggested that 

they would like an Enforcement Officer to address the Council. The Clerk will try and 

arrange this.                                                                                                  

C/FWD    

 

Minute 1853    To consider Financial Matters 

a)   Items presented for payment  

      Clerk salary                                                  £346.25 

      Stationery                                                         44.13   

       Total                                                            £390.38 

 

b)   It was agreed to implement the 2006 National Pay Awards for Clerks 

Procedures 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was agreed to defer the drawing up of standing orders and financial regulations until 

a future meeting. The Clerk had already circulated a standard format to be customised 

to all Councillors. The Clerk agreed to issue a draft copy of standing orders suitable to 

Shirenewton Community Council and circulate it to all Members prior to discussion at 

a future meeting.                                                                                                 

C/FWD   

 

All members completed and signed new forms for the Register of Members Interests 

and Acceptance of Office.                                                                      

COMPLETED 

 

Items of local concern 
a)   The Clerk reported that she had received a telephone call and also a letter of 

complaint regarding the new stiles that had been placed on the Golf course. Cllr 

Harvey also observed that they were unsuitable for many people. 

The Clerk had been advised by Ruth Rourke at Mon CC Rights of Way that they 

would not expect stiles to be erected on diverted footpaths unless there was a need to 

confine livestock. If existing stiles are being replaced permission should be sought. A 

warden will be sent to confirm the position and Ruth Rourke will then contact the 

Clerk.                                                                                                                 

C/FWD  

 

 

b)  Cllr Crundwell stated that the bench requires repairing and the picnic bench needs  

a coat of preservative, at Mynyddbach play area. He also reported that the green area 

there is being eroded by cars from two houses parking their cars. It was agreed that 

the Clerk obtain details of the boundary of the green wedge                                   

C/FWD                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                             

 

c)   A letter was received from the Recreation Association advising the Council that 

they had been fortunate in obtaining Grant monies to enable them to complete the 

project in full. The letter thanked the Council and Cllr Harvey (as Council 

representative on the Recreation Committee) in particular for their consideration. 

                                                                                                              

COMPLETED 

 

d)   Cllr Crundwell had been approached by a resident of Mynyddbach for the 

support of the Council in reclaiming/retaining footpaths in the green Wedge Area. The 

Council agreed to support this in principle. Cllrs Crundwell and Eede will look into 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the strategy for doing this and report back to the Council                      

C/FWD 

 

 

Minute 1854  Items of local interest-information only 

 

a) Cllr Crundwell wished to note that the new wooden signs erected by Mon CC are 

very good. Those Cllrs who had seen them agreed. Cllr Morton was unhappy with the 

metal ones he had seen. He said that he had requested some months ago via the 

previous Clerk that some missing signs be replaced but MCC had not responded. He 

asked that the Clerk contact Mon CC.                                                            

C/FWD 

 

b) the Clerk wished to note that in the matter of the steel shutters being placed on the 

Tredegar Arms without planning permission, the Enforcement Officer had acted very 

quickly after notification, 

 

 

Minute  1855  

The date of the annual General Meeting was confirmed as Monday 8th May at 7.30. 

This will be followed by the usual monthly meeting. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Chairman………………………. 

 

Date…………………………… 


