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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 8 January 2018 at 7.30 pm  
at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

 Present: 
 

Councillors: 
Mrs M Davies (Chair)     Mrs B Price    Mr K Morton   Mr  I Martin    Mr B Allen 
Mrs L Brown (from 8pm)  
 
Also in attendance: 
Mrs J Horton, Mr C Eickhoff, Mrs D Brabon 
Mrs H Counsell (Clerk to the Council) 
 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and thanked them for their attendance. 
 
It had been agreed that his meeting was to mainly focus on income, funding and ways the 
Community Council could support local projects in the community, as well as the 
consideration of planning applications, payment of invoices and other items of urgent 
business. 
 
1.   Public Participation. 
There was none 
 
2.  Apologies for absence were received and accepted from: 
Cllr B Moore.  
 
3.  To consider co-opted vacancies on the Council 

There were no applications to fill the three current vacancies. 
 

4.  Monthly police report 
The police report was circulated prior to the meeting but no officers attended.   
5/12/17 – Report of off road bikes in Wentwood Forest. An area search was made for the 
scramblers but none were found at that time. 
  
8/12/17 – Report of a one vehicle, non-injury RTC in the lane between The Huntsman pub 
and Itton. The driver was issued with a fixed penalty ticket at the scene for undue care. 
  
16/12/17 – Report of a burnt out vehicle in a car park near the Wentwood Forest Centre. The 
vehicle was completely destroyed, council and Natural Resources Wales were informed to 
get the vehicle removed 
  
21/12/17 – Report of a tanker carrying red diesel overturning in a narrow lane near the 
Methodist Chapel, Earlswood. The road was closed until the tanker had been recovered. 
There was no leak/spillage of diesel from the tanker but a small amount of engine fluid did 
leak. The wheels of one side of the tanker slipped off the roadway and the tanker overturned 
completely. 
  
27/12/17 – Report of flooding on the B4235 approx. 2 mile from the Huntsman pub in the 
Usk direction. The drains on that stretch of road were completely blocked. The council was 
informed. 
  
There were 3 calls to Brookacre during the month. 
 
Minute: 3619 - To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed 
business.  County Councillor Brown gave no opinion in relation to the planning matters 
considered as she is a member of the Mon CC Planning Committee. 
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Minute 3620: To further discuss income, finance and the support of local community 
projects: 
The Chair brought this item further up the agenda for the benefit of members of the public 
that were present. 
 
a)  Council noted that from 2017 community benefit payments of £1000 a year for 25 years 
was payable by ReneSola for the solar park situated at Red Barn Farm.  (First payment 
made in May 2017).  Further note was made of the S106 monies of £5,509 to be paid for 
‘recreational activities’ when the 7 houses adjacent to Clearview are completed. Several 
suggestions were made for distribution of the monies, to be discussed further at the March 
Council meeting. 
 
b)  Council discussed the ‘Shirenewton 800’ project and how this Council can support its 
development. Several suggestions were made for the fund raising activities planned for June 
2019 – June 2020, to include events held by other local organisations.   
 
Objectives need to be set, followed by an outline plan, community consultation to gather 
ideas, recruitment of groups, possible leaflet drop followed by the launch of the Project. 
 
It was noted that the project and the Community Council shared some common aims, such 
as community consultation and engagement, reducing local isolation among residents. 
 
A further meeting to discuss detail was arranged for 26 February, Councillors Davies, Allen 
and Price to attend. 
 
c)    End of WW1 centenary celebrations - November 2018. Having already set aside 
funding, Council agreed to pursue a ‘Good Old Days Music Hall’ event, plus children’s party 
for the weekend of the 9/10 November 2018. 

  
Minute 3621 - Minutes of the last meeting – minutes of the meeting held on 5th December 
2017 were approved and duly signed by the Chair. 
 
Minute 3622 - To consider planning matters. 
1.  DC/2017/01398   Upper Tump, Earlswood  
Siting of a steel storage container to be used for storing personal agricultural implements 
and equipment. To include change of use from agricultural to equestrian. 
 
Council accepted that steel containers provide the best protection for the security of 
landowner's tools and equipment, however there is a proliferation of containers in this area 
which in combination alter its primary characteristic of open agricultural land. Containers do 
not offer a long term solution to farm thefts and should be time limited while a better solution 
evolves. 
 
The proposed change of use also impacts on the local character. as the loss of another 
agricultural field will contribute to a cumulative effect on the landscape. The grazing of 
horses is an agricultural activity and of itself does not require planning consent, but any 
additional activity such as feeding, rugging or riding does. 
 
Council recommended approval of the proposed container subject to the following conditions 
1.  for a limited period of 5 years, 
2.  the external colour to remain as dark green, 
3.  the maintenance of the hedge/vegetation along the Earlswood Common road to screen 
the container from the highway, 
 
Council recommended refusal of the change of use on the grounds that grazing of horses 
is already within the existing agricultural use and there is no evidence that horses are kept 
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permanently on site. Also, the change of land use was not supported in the planning 
application. 

 
2.  DC/2017/01388   Land adjacent to Bluebell Lane, Gaerllwyd  
The wooden shed is 12x12ft internal and will be used for storage (tools, equipment, plants, 
firewood etc.) and shelter. 
 
Council noted that the outline of the proposed building, sited between woodland and a belt of 
fir trees on the adjoining owner's land, is barely visible from the Earlswood Common road 
and unlikely to be visible to the adjoining landowner. Council recommended approval of the 
application with the following conditions: 
 
1.  the lines of historic trees along Bluebell Lane be retained and made the subject of a tree 
preservation order, 
2.  that such order be extended to include any specimen trees within the woodland, 
3.  that no additional track access or parking be formed on the site without planning consent, 
4.  there should be no waste water disposal on site. 

 
3.  DC/2017/01122  Land adjacent to Azalia Cottage, Old School Hill, Mynyddbach 
(amended application) 
Outline Planning Permission - Erection of two detached dwellings. 
Council noted that the revised application proposed two detached houses with a shared 
entrance.  

The houses each have a separate double garage in front.  The entrance is in the centre of 
the site where the highway is at its narrowest allowing only one vehicle to pass in each 
direction at a time.  

1. Detail of design. A drawing of the possible appearance of the two houses had been 
provided. The site rapidly slopes downward. The houses had a single storey at the front with 
a second understory at the rear. The garages were sited parallel to the highway in each case 
to the side so as to afford a view from the houses to the bighway. The garages were slightly 
forward of the building line but not inconsistent with other properties in the vicinity.  Each 
house would site almost centrally on its plot affording a gap in between of some 10m. Taking 
account of the gradient the consequence was likely to be that the properties on the other 
side of the highway might lose little of the open view currently enjoyed. The layout still 
required the removal of the hedge but a new hedge could be planted inside of the vision 
splay. No corrections had been made to the inaccurate information regarding local facilities.     

2. Access.  Two residents had objected to the application on the grounds that the entrance 
as sited was unsafe and implied that vehicles exiting may have to utilise the entrance drive 
of the house opposite. Both residents proposed (as did Council) that there be a single point 
of access opposite Blethyn Close to afford greater manoeuvrability for vehicles. 

3. Parking. Each plot would have a parking area in front of the garage, allowing for 4 in total 
cars to be parked on each plot.  

4. Density. The reduction to 2 houses coupled with the proposed gap between the houses 
appeared to lessen the impact on the immediate neighbourhood. 

5. Infrastructure. The proposed development would still lack support from the local 
infrastructure. Councillors considered that any additional housing in the village should be 
deferred until local facilities are capable of supporting further units. 

Recommendation : Refusal on grounds of access and lack of infrastructure (as 
recommended at previous consultation). If Mon CC was minded to approve, Council would 
request the following conditions: 
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A.  That a hedgerow be re established behind the vision spay: 

B. That there be no development on the 10m strip between the two plots and that the 
General Development Order be dis-applied. 

Planning application DC/2017/ 01219  Red Barn Farm -  County Councillor L Brown 
advised that Mon CC had approved this application for a replacement dwelling. 

Minute 3623 – Finance - to approve items listed for payment  
 
Expenditure (by Standing Order) 
Clerk’s salary/allowances -      December 2017       £555.30 
Clerk’s Pension (Council & Clerk’s contribution) -  December 2017       £158.20 
 
Items for payment 

Payee Reason for expenditure Amount 
£ 

Vat  £ Cheque 
No. 

Mrs H Counsell December expenses 56.12 0 101399 

RBL Poppy Appeal Remembrance Day wreaths 60.00 0 101400 

Mon CC Election recharge – 4.5.17 205.92 0 101401 

Merlin Waste Specialist bin emptying (Dec) 33.90 0 101402 

     

 
Council resolved to make all payments as listed. 
 
Minute 3624:  To consider any additional items of urgent business. 
 

 - Council confirmed acceptance of the grounds maintenance/annual play equipment 
inspection quote from Mon CC of £1356.58 for the 2018/19 season. This amounted to 16 
cuts of the Recreation Field and one play inspection. 

 
 - Council noted receipt of acceptance from Mon CC of the precept request for £20,963, 

payable in three instalments in April, August and December 2018. 
 

Council was reminded of the following meetings: 
Highways site visit on 9.1.18 – Cllrs Morton, Martin, Brown and Clerk to attend, 
Mon CC Cluster meeting on 17.1.18 – Cllr Allen to attend, 
OVW Area meeting on 18.1.18 – no members able to attend. 
 
C Cllr Brown reminded Council of the Review of LDP consultation ending on 5.2.18. She 
also advised of budget proposals that affect the Chepstow area, changes to bus services 
and that parking enforcement is to be taken over from the police by Mon CC sometime next 
year. 
 
Minute 3625: Change of date of next meeting (due to Councillor unavailability on 5.5.18) – 
Thursday 8 February 2018 at 7.30pm at the Saysell Centre, Shirenewton Church.   
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10 pm. 
 
  
 


